


JPRS 80275 


9 March 1982 


Sub-Saharan Africa Report 


No. 2584 











|FBIS| FOREIGN BROADCAST INFORMATION SERVICE 














NOTE 


JPRS publications contain information primarily from foreign 
newspapers, periodicals and books, but also from news agency 
transmissions and broadcasts. Materials from foreign-language 
sources are translated; those from English-language sources 
are transcribed or reprinted, with the original phrasing and 
other characteristics retained. 


Headlines, editorial reports, and material enclosed in brackets 
{] are supplied by JPRS. Processing indicators such as [Text] 
or [Excerpt] in the first line of each item, or following the 
last line of a brief, indicate how the original information was 
processed. Where no processing indicator is given, the infor- 
mation was summarized or extracted. 


Unfamiliar names rendered phonetically or transliterated are 
enclosed in parentheses. Words or names preceded by a ques- 
tion mark and enclosed in parentheses were not clear in the 
original but have been supplied as appropriate in context. 
Other unattributed parenthetical notes, within the body of an 
item originate with the source. Times within items are as 

1 by source. 


The contents of this publication in no way represent the poli- 
cies, views or attitudes of the U.S. Government. 


PROCUREMENT OF PUBLICATIONS 


JPRS publications may be ordered from the National Technical 
Information Service, Springfield, Virginia 22161. In order- 
ing, it is recommended that the JPRS number, title, date and 
author, if applicable, of publication be cited. 


Current JPRS publications are announced ir GC ‘ernment Reports 
Announcements issued semi-monthly by the National Technical 
Information Service, and are listed in the Monthly Catalog of 
U.S. Government Publications issued by the Superintendent of 
Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 
20402. 














Correspondence pertaining to matters other than procurement 
may be addressed to Joint Publications Research Service, 
1000 North Glebe Road, Arlington, Virginia 22201. 











JPRS 80275 


9 March 1982 


SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA REPORT 





No, 2584 
CONTENTS 
CHAD 
Goukouni Trip To Sudan Marks ‘Beginning of End for FAN’ 
(Seliou Diallo; SAHEL HEBDO, 18 Jan 82) eeeeseeoeeeeee-eeeeeneeeeee#ee 1 
ETHIOPIA 
Minister Discloses Projects To Expand Industries 
(THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD, 3 Feb 82) eeeeoeoeeeeeeseeeeneeneeneenesneeeeeneeee h 
COPWE, Cuban CP To Strengthen Ties 
(THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD, 2 Feb 82) eeeserieee@#eeweeeopeeen*eeensev@ensnenwpeewneeneneeene 8 
Meeting ..lopts Seven-Point Political Manifesto 
( THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD, 2 Feb 82) SOPVT OPS SSCP OSCV ORV S82 PU ey See 10 
Labor, Social Affairs Task Force Formed 
(THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD , 5 Feb 82) eeeeee*neweeeneeensteseenseeenepeeneeeeneeneeee 28 
CNIG Secretary Discusses Developments Affecting Workers During 1981 
(Sekou Magassouba Interview; HOROYA, 3-9 Jan 82) eevee eveveeeeev er 30 
LESOTHO 
Briefs 
Militants Blast Bridge 33 
NIGER 


Chinese Trade Union Delegation Visit Noted 
(LE SAHEL, 16-i7 Jan 82) eereeeveeeeeeees eeeereeseeeveeeeeeeee eee 34 


oe [III - NE & A - 120] 

















NIGERIA 


Concern Shown Only on Information Minister Change 
(Editorial; NEW NIGERIAN, 17 Feb 82) eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaeee 


OAU Urged To Admit Western Saharan Membership 
(Editorial; NiiW NIGERIAN, 10 Feb 82) eeeseoe@#ewee*#eeeeneeeseeaeeneeeeeeeeee 


Further Reportage on Anti-NPN Coalition 
en CS OD OD ono 5 5b sb sbde bend denescbaseens 


Census Philosophy Conference Aavises Cuvernment 
(Olu Adebayo; NEW NIGERIAN, 13 Feb 82) eeeeseeeseneeneeeeneeeeneeneenenee 


Iron Ore From Itape Mine To Save Foreign Exchange 
(Omafume Amurun; NEW NIGERIAN, 9 Feb §2) eeeeeeseeeeenseeeeeeneeeene 


Briefs 
ID Cards Soon 


REUNION 


Proposition To Create Two Departments Hit 
(Claude Hoarau; TEMOIGNAGES, 5, 6 Jan 82) ...ccccccccccccccens 


SENEGAMBIA 


PDS Political Bureau Member's Resignation 
(LE SOLEIL, 14 Jan 82) @eeeeseeeeeeneeeseeneeneeensepeeeneeeeensneeneeneeeneeenee 


Last Year Said To Have Been Difficult Because of Price Increases 
(LE POLITICIEN, Jan 82) eeeeeee#eege#t*eeesee#seesee*eesee@eeseee#seeeneee7eneese#*eee#ee#ee##e#€s#e 


SOMALIA 


Interview With SDSF Official 'Umar Salar 'Iima 
("Umar Salad Interview; AL-HURRIYAH, 23 Nov 81) .....sceeeeees 


SDSF-DFLP Joint Communique 
(AL-HURRIYAH, 23 Nov 81) eeeeeeeensrteenseeeeneeeeeneeeeeeneneeneneaeeneeeneese 


Somali Press Conference Reported 
(AL—-HURRIYAH, 23 Nov 81) @eeeeseeaeeseeeeweeeweneeaeeneneneeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeneee 


SOUTH AFRICA 


Reaction to Mugabe Ouster of Nkomo Given 
(Batcerial: THE CITTRME, 16 Fab G2) oo ncccccccdcccecccccves i 


Parliamentary Reaction to Steyn Report Given 
(Jaap Theron; THE CITIZEN, 16 Feb 82) *e@eeseeoeeeee#*e7e*eenseeeeeeeneeeeees 








35 


36 


37 


39 


40 


41 


ko 


50 


22 


22 


aT 


58 


60 








Parliament Holds Special Debate on Rabie Report 
(THE CITIZEN, 17 Feb 82) eeenevreeeeeeeveeenenpeeeeeeeeeeeeneneaeeneeeeewe eee 65 


Cape Detainees' Health is Good 
(THE CITIZEN, 18 Feb 82) eeeeseeeeweespenweeopnenstec#eeeeeeweaesensreoeeeeneeeeeeneee 69 


Families Allowed To See Detainess in Cape Town 
(THE CITIZEN, 16 Feb 82) *eeeeeeeeeeee#eeeee#ees,eeeeeeeeseeeeeeeseeeeee TO 


Suzman Begins 30th Year in Parliamentary Politics 
(Jaep Theron; THE CITIZEN, 18 Feb 82) ..cccccccccccccccccccces 71 


Details on, Reaction to NP Split Reported 
(Jaap Theron; THE CITIZEN, 25 Feb 82) ..cccccccccccccccccccess 73 


Court Hears of 'Front' for ANC Plan 
(TRE CITI“EN, 25 Feb 82) eeeeevoeveeeoes eevee eeeeeeseee ee eeeeeeeeeaee * 83 


Banks Free To Set Own Lending Rates 
(Daan De Kock; THE CITIZEN, 17 Feb 82) Cee econ eeeeseseeseeees 84 


DTA Split Seen Helping SWAPO in Election 
(Editorial; THE CILIZEN, 17 Feb 82) eeeee0eeetesteeeenvreseeeeneeee 86 


SWAPO Claims of Downing Aircraft Denied 
(THE CITIZEN, 18 Feb 82) eeeeeveeeveevee een eeeeeeseeev eee eaeene eee eee ee 88 


President of Tennis Union Calls for Action Against Denmark 
(Mervyn Orchard; THE CITIZEN, 17 Feb 82 ) eeeeeeeeneseeereeseeveeeeeneee 89 


Firm Plans for Development Bank on Way 
(THE CITIZEN, 18 Feb 82) eeeeeeeeeeev#eeeeweeveeeeeveeeeeseewneweeaepeee eee ee 90 


Details on Coffee Production Given 
( THE CITIZEN, 25 Feb 82) eeeeveveeeeeee eeeveeveeeoeoeeeeeeeeeee eee er 91 


Dutch Wine Boycott ea Total Flop . 
(THE CITIZEN, 25 Feb 82) eeeneesees#e#es? eeeeoeeeeeneeeeseeeeeneeseeeneeeeneeenene 92 


Portuguese Commerce fficial on Trade 
(THE CITIZEI. , 16 Feb 82) @eeeseeoeeeeeeeeneeeeeneeeeeeneeeeeeeeneeee ee 93 





Department of Law and Order Created 
(Jaap Theron 3; THE CITIZEN , 17 Feb 82) @eeeee*e#2+ee#*#eweeeweensneneenneaeeeeneeee? 94 


Details on ‘Stormy Education Front' Given 
(Keith Abendroth; THE CITIZEN, 16 Feb 82) ....cccccccccccscees 95 


Kwazulu Cabinet Upset Over Dog Name Incidents 
(Tim Clarke; THE CITIZEN, lo Feb 82) @ee0anee*ee#ee#eesee#ses#eseeeseeeneeeee#ee? O7 


- Cc =- 




















Trial of Witwatersrand Students Continue 
(THE CITIZEN, 16, 17 Feb 82) *eeeeeeene0*eseeeseeeeeeetespen@e#enseseweeweeeneeeneeneee 


Woman Chaperoned 
Trial Postponed 


Pageview Indians Must Move Before February 28 
(THE CITIZEN, 17 Feb 82) e*eeeeeeneeenseesepeeeeeeweeeeaeeeeeeeseeeeeeeenee 


Briefs 
International Waterskiers Event 
Goods to Poland 
Helicopter Squadron Base 
Cape Province Surplus 
RTZM Spreads Wings 
Safmarine Does Well 
Lengene Abduction 
Saquatters' Dune Flattened 
Fertilizer Deal Off 
SAAU Reaction 
Verster Refused Appeal 
Visits to Brazil Permitted 


SWAZILAND 


Increasing Unemployment Problem Reported 
(THE CITIZEN, 18 Feb 82) eeeeseeeneweenseenspenspenweeeesnseneeeeeseeeeeneeneeneee 


UGANDA 


Situation of Acholis, Various Political Groups Noted 
(AFRICA CONFIDENTIAL, 3 Feb 82) eeeeseeeeseeeeeeeeeweeeeeeeeeeeeenesee 


ZIMBABWE 


RF Faces Split in Ranks 
(THE CITIZEN, 25 Feb 82 ) eeeeeveveseeeeeseeeeeeseeeeeeaeeeeeeeed 


Protecting Oil Flow Assured 
(THE CITIZEN, 25 Feb 82 ) eeeeseeeeeseeeeseeneeeseaeeeeeeaeweeeeeseeeeeeeenee 


Bulawayo Farmer Held in Probe of Varkevisser Disappearance 
(THE CITIZEN, 25 Feb 82 ) @eeeeeeenweese#ensseev eeeeesneeeeeceeweneeoeeseeeeeneee 


98 


100 


101 
101 
101 
102 
102 
102 
102 
103 
103 
103 
103 
1% 


105 


107 


108 


109 


110 











GOUKOUNL TRIP TO SUDAN MARKS ‘BEGINNING OF END FOR FAN' 
Niamey SAHEL HEBDO in French No 301, 18 Jan 82 pp 18-19 
[Article by Saliou Diallo: "The Victory of Good Sense"] 


[Excerpts] Goukouni has just traveled to Khartoum to 
persuade Numeyri to release Habre. Is this the beginning 
of the end for the FAN [Armed Forces of the North] leader? 


People were ready to say that Chad had become an insoluble problem. Such is not 
the case. The trip which Goukouni Oueddei, president of GUNT [Transitional 
National Union Government], has just made to the Republic of Sudan is a very 
important event in the policy of peace and national reconstruction undertaken by 
the legitimate Chadian state and the Organization of African Unity [OAU]. 


What has happened in Chad since the last days in power of the late Ngarta 
Tombolbaye and the present is a drama without precedent since the attainment of 
independence >of the African territories. Therefore, it was and is a duty of the 
OAU to seek as quickly as possible a way to get the Chadian people out of this 
tragic situation. 


However, between the time Tombolbaye was deposed and the GUNT was installed in 
Ndjamena as the legitimate representative of all the peoples of Chad without 
distincvion because of their ethnic origin or religious preference, the Chadian 
netion was literally in a state of decomposition, to the point that an African 
newspaper which is no longer in existence published the following headline on 
page 1: "The Ruination of a State." 


An Equation Which Daily Presents New Data Unknown the Day Before 


The recent history of Chad is marked by many grave political incidents involving 
factions inside and outside the country, regional frictions and ambition for 
power. how could it be possible seriously to envision the return of peace and 
national integrity as long as 11 iections were fighting over the exclusive right 
to the country and so long as each faction presented itself as the only one cap- 
able of running the Chadian nation? Unlike what happened in Angola, for example, 
where three liberation movements which h-d unequally achieved victories over 
Portuguese colonialism, were fighting for power on the basis of political pro- 
grams and definite objectives, in Chad the situation was more of an imbroglio, 


even though we were able to distinguish a clear tendency in the direction of 
political adventurism on the part of some of these candidates for power. 


And it was not by chance that Goukouni during a recent interview on British TV, 
said that his government would never -usider reaching an accommodation with the 
former minister of national defense, Hissein Habre, who once again is in a state 
of rebellion. 


Obviously not only is Habre opposing the march toward peace in the sense under- 
stood by GUNT and the OAU, but there are also individuals or groups that, 
although wishing peace without which they will be unable to accede to the 
supreme authority, are playing the game of foreign interests and of countries 
that have admitted their ambiticn to set up vassals of which they would be the 
lord and master. 


GUNT ’iolds the Best Hand 


It .ften happens that an international organization, in this instance the OAU, 
t~-«es positions which give rise to much shilly-shallying and vehement criticism, 
justified or not; however, in the case of Chad, the African organization cannot 
be faulted or even acc:sed of partiality by giving its support to the Transi- 
tional National Government of Chad. It would also be unjust to question the good 
faith of this government's wishing to assure the peace and national unity of 
Chad, both as regards the previous and present political realities of the coun- 
try and the men who for almost a decade have attempted to seize power. 


Observers have spoken about certain Chadian political personalities and generals 
without an army, an allusion to Dr Abba Siddick, the successor of Ibrahim Abatcha 
as the head of FROLINAT, who surely has a clear political vision but who, unfor- 
tunately, has little popular support. On the other hand, there are groups which 
have had chiefs without the slightest backing. That was the case of several fac- 
tions founded on considerations of a tribal or religious nature. 


Two Men Definitely Rise Out of the Melee To Fight for Power 


These men are Goukouni Oueddei and Hissein Habre. They traveled a long way 
together until the latter struck off in another direction. Natives of the north, 
which previously was abandoned by a policy of excessive decentralization, these 
two men fought side by side in the "maze" of the north and won out over the pre- 
ceding regimes, to establish the present GUNT. We still recall the days when 
Hissein Habre who was sent by Abba Siddick to negotiate with the rebels of the 
north, headed by Goukouni, completed his mission by rallying these "brothers of 
the nurth."” Shortly thereafter, ne took as hostages European technical 
assistants, inciuding ethnologist Mme Claustre who was his prisoner for a long 
time. 


Mme Francoise Claustre owes her freedom to Goukouni Oueddei alone. That is to 
say, Hissein Habre's entire political career is filled with turnarounds and 
betrayals, including the time when he successively held the positions of prime 
minister and minister of defense. The least that can be said about this matter 
is that it is almost impossible to cooperate with such an individual, even 








though he may continue to demonstrate effectiveness on the battlefield. What is 
more, such successes, however invaluable they may be from the mob psychology and 
antiadversary standpoints, cannot be guaranteed over the long-term for the simple 
reason that their perpetrator has an incoherent, visceral policy. The political 
analysis on the basis of which the OAU decided to support GUNT is pertinent and 
apart from this subsequent choice there is probably no alternative to peace, 
stability and the unification of Chad which is still weak and drained. 


Contrary to What the [ll-Intentioned Are Peddling, There Is No Doubt About the 
Neighbors of Chad Wanting Peace 


In the past few days, we have read in certain newspapers that some south Saharan 
states which are neighbors of Chad fear that the return of peace to Chad will 
seriously expose them to the temptations of hegemonism. Unique and cynical 
reasoning bears witness to the secret intentions of those who are trying to 
create a vacuum around Chad and to undermine possible peace solutions. Such 
reasoning would also attempt the impossible; i.e., to frighten the peoples of 
the entire river side region. 


The Trip to Khartoum Has Historical Importance 


To the extent that FAN had their rear base in Sudan which also facilitated con- 
tacts with their supporters, we could with good reason believe that Habre's 
margin for maneuver was severely curtailed after the Goukouni-Numeyri talk. 
However, we must expect FAN to try other forms of withdrawal, a little like the 
FNLA and UNITA, after the late Dr Neto met with President Mobutu Sese Seko, of 
Zaire. But, if the African peace force does the work demanded and if the desire 
for peace and national agreement prevails, there is nothing left for FAN to do 
but lay down their arms and request amnesty. This is something which GUNT is 
certainly ready to grant them. 


8143 
CSO: 4719/509 











MINISTER DISCLOSES PROJECTS TO EXPAND INDUSTRIES 


Addis Ababa THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD in English 3 Fet 


[Text ] 


ASMARA (ENA) — The launch- 


ing of a number of industrial projects 
is being expedited to expand indust- 
ries throughout Ethiopia, Comrade 
Tesfaye Dinka, Minister ~‘ Industry 
and COPWE Central Con = fee mem- 
ber said here yesterday. 

Comrade Tesfaye made the disclo- 
sure, in a statement he geve in connec- 
tion with the commemoration of the 
Seventh Anniversary of the Nationali- 
zation of Major Means of Production 
and Distribution. 


Comrade Tesfaye pointed out that 


preparation is underway to rid the task 
of production from wastefulness and 


corrupt practices and introduce a sys- 


tem of control and management with 
@ view to create conducive condition 
for raising production. In this connec- 
tion, a special meeting will be held 
soon, to chart out ways and means for 
the implementation of these measures, 
Comreds Tesfaye said. 

On industrial progress in Eritrea 
region, Comrade Tesfaye recalled that 
industry in-Ethiopia saw its beginning 
and development in Eritrea region and 
although exploitatioc bad its negative 
effect, the situation has enablod the 


workers of that region, attain a higher 
level of creative work, technical know- 
ledge and productivity. He pointed out 
however, that the atrocities and injus- 


tices committed by anti-people bandits 


had deprived the broad masses of the 
region from benefiting from the gain 
of the Revolution. 


Comrade Tesfaye pointed out that 


the factories whose «ctivities were dis- 
rupted by the anti-people bandits are 
now contributing their due share to the 
country’s economy campaign. 


Comrade Tesfaye especially stated. 


thet the industrial sector of the econo- 
my has a considerable role to play in 
the task of the regional reconstruction 
through the Red Star Multi-Faceted 
Revolutionary Campaign in Eritrea 

Meanwhile, in a statement issued 
in connection with the Seventh An- 


niversary of the Proclamation nation- 


alizing the Means of Production and 
Distribution the Ministry of Industry 
attounced yesterday thet industrial 
production increased by five-hundred- 
forty-eight million Birr or 73 per 
cent during the last six years and that 





22 pp 1, 6 
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goods valued at 1,301 million Birr 
rolled off the factory lines during fis- 
cal year 1980-1981. 

The stat--nent credited, the achieve- 
ment to the hard work and discipline 
of workers, the employment of indus- 
trial machinery which were idle dur- 
ing the pre-revolution period, and re- 
pair and proper use of factory equip- 
ment. : 

The work-force of the 143 factori- 
es under the Ministry totalled 81,000 
during 1980-1981. | 

Significant Meas::res 

A statement issued by the Ministry 
also said that major efforts have been 
made to boost the production capacity 
of some factories and significant 
measures taken to make availabie es- 
sential raw materials, industrial ma- 
chinery and spare parts. 

The Ministry pointed out, however, 
that although the 143 enterprises un- 
der it have registered production 
growth during the last six years, it is 
still not possible to satisfy the coun- 
try's demand for industrial products. 
The Ministry said, existing factories 
will have to be modernized and ex- 
panded and new ones installed in 
order to meet the growing demand of 
the public for basic industrial goods. 

The statement said, goods valued 
at 187 million Birr were produced at 
factories in Eritrea regivn, during 
1980-1981, representing an increase 
of 69 million or 58 per cent over that 
of 1975-1976. 

The Ministry stated that since its 
establishment by Government Pro- 
clamation in September 1976, 33 
existing factories were expanded at a 
cost of 115 million Birr while a 
129-million Birr modernization work 


is underway at the Dire Dawa Textile 
Mill and the Metchara Sugar Factory. 
It is was noted that the expansion 
programme gave priority to factories 
engaged in the production of basic 
consumer goods like food, textiles and 
leather and shoes, The Adei Ababa 
‘Lextile Mill, on the expansion of which 
35.3 million was invested, now pro- 
duces 2.5 million kgs of yarn and 
woven fabrics and employs 600 work- 
ers. 


The Ministry said that the Glass 
and Bottle Facory in Addis Ababa 
will have ai annual production capa- 
‘city of 10,000,000 each of glass and 
bottle. The 9.5 million Birr Factory 
has undergone considerable expansion 
and modernization to meet the grow- 
ing demand of the two products. 


The flour mill at Debre Zeit is to 
be expanded at a capital of 6.1 mil- 
lion Birr and its annual output is to 
increase by 300,000 quintals of flour 
when fully operational. 


According to the Ministry’s state- 
ment, the Fafa Food Processing Cen- 
tre wag recently modernized at a cost 
of 4.5 million Birr. The Centre pro- 
duces nutritious food which are sold 
at fixed prices for children and ex- 
pectant and lactating mothers. 


Another importai't project in the 
industrial sector is the expansion of 
the Metehara Sugar Factory to raise. 
to 5,000 tons the Firm’s present daily 
grinding capacity of 5 300 tons of 
cane. The amount needed for the pro- 
ject amounts to 94.3 miilion Birr of 
which 61 million is to be covered by 
the Factory itself and the balance to 
be obtained in loan from the Agro- 











Industrial Development Bank and 
foreign sources, The Metchara Sugar 
Factory is expected to produce 120,000 
tons of sugar ar” 41,000 tons of 


molasses per year when the expanded 
project is fully operational. The pre- 
sent ennual production capacity is 
45,000 tons of sugar and 28,000 of 
molasses. There will also be job op- 
portunities for 3,050 new workers 
with the expansion of the Factory. 


According to the Ministry, the Dire 
Dawa Textile Factory has meanwhile, 
earmarked 34.2 million Birr to repla- 
ce obsolete machinery and construct 
new buildings to install new equip- 
ment. When the project is completed 
after two years, the annual output 
will increase by 2,500 tons of arp 
and woven fabric while 250 addition- 


al workers will be employed. . 


A total of 6.3 million Birr was 


earmarked towards the expansion of 
the Ethio-Japan Nylon Textile Fac- 
tory, the Akaki Textile Factory and 
the Debre Berhan Blanket Factory 
which are now producing 910,000 
square metres of textile, 762,000 kgs 
of thiead and yarn and 100,000 piec- 
es of blankets per year. 


Seven shoe and leather tanning 
factories were also overhauled at a 
cost of 3.9 million Birr to annually 
produce an additional 1,000,000 pairs 
of shoes and 1,290,000 leather pie- 
ces. The Ethiopian Fiber Factory, 
the Asmara Sack Factory and other 
related concerns were also expanded 


in order to increase output. 


The annual production capacity of 
the heverage industries has reached 


ON 


3.8 million cases of soft drinks, 
300,000 hectolitres of beer, 2.4 mil- 
lion bottles of wine, 19,000 hectolitre 
of spirits and 1,700 tons of malt, ac- 
cording to the Ministry of Industry. 
Similarly, the Ethiopian Metal 
works Factory, the Kolfe Furniture 
Project and the “Tewashdo” Handi- 
craft Works Factory were improved 
at a cost of 2,000,000 Birr. : 


The statement by the Ministry of 
Industry also reported that seven fac- 
tory projects are either in the process 
of implementation or are iu the final 
stages of preparation. The total out- 
lay involved is 780 million Birr of 
which 45 million has already been in- 
vested. 


The statement pointed out that the 
Bahr Dar Edible Oil Factory with a 
total capacity of 14,400 tons per year 
and another factory with a total an- 
nual capacity of 40,000 tons will be 
built. Work on the two projects will 
involve capital expenditure of 32 
million Birr and will have a 200-man 
work-force when operational. 


The Komboltcha Textile Mill un- 
der construction in Wollo region will 
have an annual production capacity 
of 20 million metres of fabric and de- 
pley 45,000 spindles. The 180 mil- 
lion Birr factory will employ 3,400 
workers when completed in about 
three years, according to the Minis- 
try of Industry. 

The 200 million Birr Muger Cem- 
ent Factory under construction in 
Menagesha province of Shoa region 
will produce 300,000 tons annually 
and employ 400 permanent workers. 


The Ministry also mentioned the 
43.9 million Birr brewery and 300 
million Birr Cemeat Factory to be 








built in Harar end Dire Dawa re- 
spectively. The former will produce 
200,000 hectolitres cr 60 million bot- 
tles annually and have a work-force 
of 600 when completed in 1985. The 
Dire Dawa Factory will produce 
600,000 toms of cement when fully 
operational. 

Plans have meanwhile been fina- 
lized for the iaunching of yet another 
state enterprise in the town of Assela, 
Arssi region, at a cost of 28.9 million 
Birr. 


CSO: 4700/785 





COPWE, CUBAN CP TO STRENGTHEN TIES 


Addis Ababa THE ETHIOPTAN HERALD in English 2 Feb 82 pp 1, 10 


[Text ] 


ADDIS ABABA (ENA) —- Agree- 
ment was reached here on Su:day to 
strengthen relations and collaboration 
between the Commission for Organiz 
ing the Party of the Working People 
of Ethiopia (COPWE) and the Com- 


was signed at OOPWE Headquaters 
Sunday morning by Comrade Berbaau 
Bayih, PMAC Standing Comuittee 
and COPWE Executive Committee 
member, and Comrade Jorge Risquet 
Valdes, Politbureau member of the 
Communist Party of Cuba. 

The signing ceremony wae witnessed 
by Comrade Showandagn Belete, 
CUPWE Central Committee member 
and Second Deputy Head of COPWE's 
ma Neway, COPWE Centrel Com- 
mittcee member and Head of the 
Propaganda and Agitation Section of 
COPWE’s Ideological Department, 
Comrade Tesfaye Taddesse, COPWE 
Central Committee member and Depu- 
ty Editomin-Chief of Serto Ader, as 
well de members of the Cuban delegs- 


tion accompanying Comrade Jorge 
Risguet Valdes and the Cuban Ambas- 
sador to Socialist Ethiopia, Comrade 
Buenaventural Reyes Acosta. 


The Cuban delegation later left for 
home after concluding what wes des- 
cribed as a highly successful working 
visit to Socialist Ethiopie. A  spokes- 
man of the delegation told ENA before 
departure that during talks with Com- 
rade Chairman Mengis' Haile-Mari- 
am and Comrade Berhanu Beyih is- 
sues on the further strengthening of re- 
lations between COPWE and the Com- 
munist Party of Cuba as well as the 
stand of the two fraternal countries 
with regard to imperialist manoeuvres 
to destabilize peace in the Horn of Af- 
discussed in depth. The spokesman 
said the agreement signed between 
COPWE and the Communist Party of 
Cube eloquently expresses the revolu- 
a ee 
wane 


The high-leve] Cuban Party delega- 
tion was seen off at Bole International 


ETHIOPIA 








Airport by Comrade Berhanu Bayih, 
Comrade Teka Tulu, PMAC Standing 
Committee and COPWE Central Com- 
mittee member, Comrade Girma Yil- 
ma, Minister of Information and Nea- 
tional Guidance and COPWE Central 
Committee member, Comrade Goshu 
Wolde, Minister of Education and 
COPWE Central Committee member, 
COPWE Central Committee members, 
government officials and Comrade Am- 
sador Buenaveatura Reyes Acosta. 


cso: 4700/785 











MEETING ADOPTS SEVEN-POINT POLITICAL MANIFESTO 


Addis Ababa THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD in English 2 Feb 82 pp 1, 5-6, 10 


[Text | 


ASMARA (ENA) — The historic 
high-level meeting on the Red Star 
Revolutionary Development Campa- 
ign in Eritrea Region ended here 
Sunday with the unanimous adoption 
of a seven-point political manifesto. 

Drafted by a committee set up at 
Asmare Palace on Saturday, the do- 
cumeni endorsed with one voice the 


policy statement deliversed by Com- 


Mariam when opening the parely pre- 
vious Monday. The manifesto ex- 
pressed the readiness and determin- 
ation of the Ethiopian broad masses 


to implement the Kea Star “Recon- 


struction Programme and mobilize 
forces in the ‘otal and fine! oblitere- 
tion of remaining secessionist pockets. 
Supporters and sympathisers of the 
separatist movement, it was noted 
further should likewise be ferreted 
out and brought to account. 

The manifesto called on Ethiopian 
nationals living abroad as refugees on 
account of the secessionist problem to 
take advantage of governmemt am- 
nestly to return and resume normal 
life. The peasant masses in the region 


were urged to organized themselves 
into associations. — 

The political manifesto vigorously 
denounced imperialist and reaction- 
ary involvement in the secessionist 
movement and warned hostile forces 


to stop forthwith support for the tra- 


itorous bandit gangs. It also called 
on progressive and democratic forces 
to continue to be on Ethiopia's side 
in its struggle against powers which 
are playing dirty geopolitical games 
in the region. 

The conference hall reverberated 
iu stunning applause eas Comrade 


Chairman Mengistu Haile-Mariam re- 


iterated the unequivocal resolve and 
determination of the Ethiopian broad 
masses to close the tragic chapter in 
the history of Eritrea Region during 
tne last two deeades and to purge the 
area of separatist sentiment in all its 
forms and manifé@tations. 
_ Following is the full text of the. 
“Asmara Manfiesto”’. by participants 
of the Red Star muki-purpose revo 
lutionary development campaign. 
The Asmara Manifesto 
We the participants of the Red Star 
multi-faceted Revolutionary Campa- 
ign, gathering in this beautiful and 
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historic capital city of Eritrea Re- 
gion, Asmara, ‘in a nation-wide histo- 
ric conference, from 25th to 3lst 
January, 1982, and representing: 
“The people of Haraghe Region 
“The people of Sidamo Region 
“The people of Shoa Region 
“The people of Bale Region 
“The people of Tigrai Region 
“The people of Arssi Region 
“The people of the City of Addis 
Ababa a 
“The people of Mlubabor Region 
“The people of Kaffa Region 
“The people of Wollega Region 
“The people of Gemo Goffa Region 
“The people of Gojjam Region 
“The people of Gondar Region 
“The All Ethiopia Trade Union 
“The All Ethiopia Peasants’ 
Association. 
“The Revolutionary Ethiopia 
Youth Association : 
“The Revolutionary Ethiopia 
Women’s Associetion 
“The Urban Dwellers’ Associations 


“The Ethiopian Teachers’ Associ, 


ation 3 

“The Ethiopian Resistance Fight- 
ers’ Association 

“The Federation of Ethiopian 
Health Professionals 
“Association of Ethiopian Artists 
“The Ethiopian Writers’ Assoc- 
ciation 

“The Ethiopian Journalists’ ‘As 
sociation 

“The Ethiopian Musicians’ pn 
ciation 

“The Ethiopian Artistes’ Association 
“The Ethiopian Veterinary Do- 
ctors Association 


“The Revolutionary Ethiopia Re- 
volutsonary Army 
“The Eritrea Regional AETU 


“The Eritrea Regional AEPA 
“The Eritrea Regional REYA 
“The Eritrea Regional REWA 
“The Eritrea Regional UDAs 
“The Eritrea Regional Resistance 
Fighters’ Association 

“The Eritrea Regional Teachers’ 
Association 

“The followers of the Ethiopian 
Orthodox Church in Eritrea Re- 
gion ° ° 
“The followers of the Islamic faith 
in Eritrea Region - 

“The followers of the Catholic 
Church in Eritrea Region 

“The Second eae Libera- 
tion Army 

“The mess organizations of the 
people of Hamassien Province ir 
Eritrea Region 

“The mass organizations of the 
people of Akaleguzai Province in 
Eritrea Region 

“The mass organizations of the 
people of Seraye Province | in Erit- 
rea Region , 

“The mass organizations of the 
people of Keren Province in Erit- 
rea Region 

“The mass organizations of the 
people of Abarka Province in 
Eritrea Region 


“The mass organizations of the 
people of Gash-Setit Province in 
“The mass organizations of the 
people of Sahel Province in Eritrea 
Region ; 

“The mass organizations of the 
people of Red Sea Province in 
Eritrea Region 

“The mass organizations of the 
people of Assab Province in Eritrea 
Region 














“The People's Militia of Eritrea 
Region: 


“Having attentively ccna the" 
historic policy statement Comrade 


Chairman Mengistu Haile-Mariam, 


Chairman of the PMAC and of CO-. 


PWE and Commander-in-Chief of the 
Revolutionary Army, addressed +o 


the entire working people of Ethiopia 


on January 25, 1982, 
_ “Having also carefully listended to 


the speeches delivered by each of the 


participants of the Red Star Multi- 
Faceted Revolutionary Campaign re- 


presenting the ee of 


Ethiopia, 
“Having heard and considered the 


report and explanations given oa the 
stand and objective of the Red Star 
Multi-Faceted Revolutionary Campa- 


ign by the Secretary<General of the 


Campaign. 
“Having seen on the spot and 
broadly discussed the immense dam- 


age wrought by the secessionist ban- 


dits on the life and property of the 


oppressed people, the crime and poli- 


tical banditry they perpetrated on the 
unity and independence of the coun- 
try, 

“Recalling the injustices and cri- 
mes colonialists committed against 
the history of our independence and 
unity, particularly against the history 


of the Northern region which is the 
foundation of our unity, > 
“Affirming that the Revolutionary- 
Government had made unreserved 
effort of goodwill and patience to 
solve peacefully the Eritrean problem 
and in this regard having consider-. 


ed in detail the various measures ‘he 


Government hed taken -at various 
“We have made the following as- 
sessment after having .considered in. 
genearl that since the eruption of o ur 
great February Revolution, the bro id 
Ethiopian people at various times aud 
fora not only condemned the anti-peo- 
ple and anti-unity activities of the 
secessionist bandits but also passed 
resolutions calling for concrete meas- 
ure to'be taken against them: 


‘The History of Our Indepen- 


dence and Unity 
. Ethiopia, our beloved Motherland, 
is the home of numerous nationalities 
and communities with proud herit- 


‘ages of civilization and rich cultures 


on the most part. Followers of va- 
rious religiuns, proud and gallant peo- 
ning in her. It has an uninter- 

rupted history of independence and 
unity dating back for millenia, and 
geographically holds a key, strategic 
position in the Red Sea and the Horn 
of Africa. It is a country endowed 
ane See een ene Sie Save 
climate. 

Ar lidies tans: eametaiiite, 
lonialists and iniperialists not only at- 
tempted to plunder its natural resour- 
ces but also enemies from near and 
far who sought to comirol the Red 
Sea, a littoral shortcut connecting 
Europe with Africa and the Far East, 
had launched repeated crimes and 
wars of invasion against Ethiopia. 
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Yet, it’ is a country that bad weged 
separate and common struggle aga- 
inst enemy forces aud repulsed them 
victoriously through the sacrifices of 
its heroic children and is renowned 
in Africa for the strong resistance it 
had mounted against colonialism, 
racism, and fascism for huadreds of 
Because of. the civil war that pre 
vailed in Ethiopia at the end of the 
16th century and the beginning af: 
the 17th century, Otoman Turks in- 
integrity while the Portuguese inter- 
ferred in ‘our internal affairs. Hav- 
ing oecupied Massawe, Hargigo, the 
Turks tried to move inland and esta- 
blish a fort at Debarwa. ‘The Portu- 
guese too tried for’ reinforcement, 
but the aims of the two foreigner 
recedes series Suet 
pian broad masses. ont 


cisively engaged with the Turks at 
Adi D and defeated them and 
what was left of the enemy force was 
chased and annihilated at its entren- 
chnient at the fort in Deberwa. 

S seking revenge 20 years later the 


0? SERIA: 
Tur <ish force was ignominiously.de- 


feated in 1698 at the big battle in 


Massawa and Hargio. This historic 
victory by the Ethiopian force herald- 


ed the departure of the Turks from 


Egypt and the territories they occupi- 
ed elsewhere in north Africa. 
It was e historical coincidence that 


in 19th century, Egypt no longer 
utider the occupation of the Turks 
and with the help and leadership of 
British and American mercenaries, 
aspired for the control of the sources 
of the Nile. 


' 
2 
’ 


In 1578 the Ethiopian ‘ee rm 


"The Ports, Trade Activities 
and Territories Along the 
Red Sea 


Although these coincidences enabl- 
ed Egypt to set foot in our part of 
the Red Sea and occupy for the time 
being some parts ‘of Northern Ethio- 
pia, ceaseless armed struggle had 
been waged to halt the enemy's ad- 
vance and annihilate it. Finally in 
1875 and 1876 the enemy was dealt 
a decisive blow at Gundet and Gurae 
-by the Ethiopian force under the 
‘leadership of Emperor Yohannes and 
the command of the great. and re- 
nowned Ras Alula Aba‘ Nega, thus 


nipping in the bud the expansionist . 
designs Egypt had, like Turkey, aga- 
inst Ethiopia. _ 

The first half of the 19th century, 
being an era when the imperialist fo- 
rees of the time who had reached 
the highest stage of capitalism, were 
all set for the scramble of Africa, the 
Middle East and the rest of the world 
Italian and French imperialism and 
specially Britigh imperialism exerted 
utmost effort to partition Ethiopia 
by employing various means and to 
put the country under control. 
Tho “Treaty of Heut” signed bet- 
ween the British and Atse Yohan- 
nes to permit the Egyptian army safe, 
exist through Massawa end to save 
the Egyptian army from annihilation 
by the besieging Dervishes, on one 
hand testifies that Massawa is part 
and parcel of Ethiopia aud on the 
other hand that it has provided the 
Egyptian army with the opportunity 
to cross Ethiopia to safety. 
But the British once their obiect- 
ive was fulfilled, annulled the Treaty 
and handed over Massawa to Italy, 


and gave lialy the opportunity to 
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extend its tentacles ef colonial rule’ 


over Ethiopia from the sea coast to the 
hinterland. The oppressed people of 
Ethiopia had waged battles in va-- 
rious areas in which they had paid 
immense sacrifices to limit the ex- 


pension’ of Italian colonial rule. In 


1885, the army of the heroic Ras 
Alula, registered an . unforgettable 
ae é a a 
Italian army at Dogali. : 


Since Iaaly’s objective was to put the . 


whole of Ethiopia under its colonial 
rule, in defiance of the shameful de- 


feet it had suffered at Dogali, it be- - 
came more organized, more armed and 


more strengthened. it advanced its for- 
ces to the hinterland and was able to. 
extend its control to the Mereb River. . 


To step the advance of Italy which 
was aimed at extending its control. be 
yond the Mereb River, the heroic 
broad masses of Ethiopia, who are ever 
ready to die for their freedom end 


unity end always concerned about the; 


rights end committed to their history, 


dealt the Italian array a humiliating 
blow in 1896 im Adowa: The aite. 
which since then become known thro-: 
ughout the world and become a shin-: 


ing pride in the history of the strug-. 
gle of the black African masses. The 
heroic Ethiopian army led by Atse Me- 
nelik, by crushing the Isalian army, 
left behind it an eternally memorable 
ee ee 


ary generation. 


Semies only, cover v0 ten tinea te 
defeat in Adowa and to realize its long 
on for five years in other , «rts of Ethi- 
opia by strengthening itself with mod- 
ern weeponary, after itind years of 
reparations, 

Although fascist Italy has through 
the use of toxic gas which is prohibit. 
ed by international law, ruthlessly and 
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indiscriminately decimated, males, fe- 
males, children and the old alike, the 
broad masses of Ethiopia have in the 
enti-fasciet struggle paid immense sac- 


At this juncture, although it’s need: 
lesa to mention the names of those gal- 
lamt resistance fighters, who with bur- 
ning sense of nationalism and with 
glowing sence of commitment demonst- 
reted heroic feats in various fronts, we 
recall with pride and admifetion the 
heroic sons of this region like Zerai 
Deress, Abreha Debotch, Moges Asge 
dom and others. 

In our revolutaynary history, like- 
wise, et a time when the broad masses 
of Ethiopia are engaged in a radical 
class struggle to bring about justice, 
equality, democracy and socialism by 
shattering the oppressive feudal rule, 
the chauvinistic ruling class of Soma- 
lin, unleashed against us a war of ag- 
gression end expansion, by serving es 
a tool of imperiakem and forces of re- 
action. In this decisive moment, under 
the committed leadership of Comrede 
Chairman Mengistu, the-broad masses 
of Ethiopia, have by rallying them- 
selves under the motto “Revohstionary 
Motherland or Death” and "Better a 
Day's Freedom Than Eternal Slavery” 
and by renewing the heroic feats of 
their forebears with socialist patriotism, 
defeated the enemy and safeguarded 
their freedom, unity and Revolution 
through the sacrifice of their blood 
and bones. 


The History of the Northern 
Region, the Basis of Its Unity 
and Atrocities Committed 
by Colonicalists 

When. the heroic history of the broad 
masses of Ethiopia was written by the 
blood of our forebears and the new re- 
volutionary generation, the people of 





of their Ethiopian sisters end brothers‘ 


dom and integrity end together with 
them shared the joy of the victuries at- 
tained. 

Tralian and British colonialists have 
for shout 60 years deprived them of 
their human rights, killed, oppressed 
and exploited them end exposed them 
to hunger and deprivation, moreover, 


although there was no means and ma-. 


chination they did not employ to make 
them forget and deny the fact that 


they were Ethiopians and to divide and 
rule them, the oppressed people of the. 


region have in order to safeguard the 
freedom of their country and their di- 
gnity fought head on and oe the 
enemy. 


Although if is the role of histary to 


dwell in detail on the strong anti- col- 


onialist and anti-fascist armed struggle 


waged in this region, suffice it to men-. 


tion in this Manifesto, that there was 
no time whatsoever, when Italian and 


British colonialism had enjoyed peace - 


ces eventually were treated to the bit- 


ter cup of defeat and humiliation. 
In the struggle waged to rid Ethio- 
pia from Italian colonialism the broad 
masses of Eritrea region, intensified 
their armed struggle and formed a un- 


“Ethiopia or Death,” fought Italian co- 


lonialism gallantly and arrested the. 


subtle machinations of the British. 


Although owing to. conflicts of in-. 


terest that existed at the time between 


the imperialists, the wish of the peo 


ple of Eritrea was not fulfilled totally 
and the road to umity was suspended 
et the federation level. A few years la- 
ter through « popularly elected assemb- 
ly, the people of Eritrea region fully 
realized their chrished wish for union 
threby affirming the historical unity 
with the Motherland, and once and 


for ell destroying the vestiges of colo- 
For those who know the history of 
Exhiopia, the unenimious decision for 
unity can in no way surpise them. If 
we take a moment’s glance at the ob- 
jective history of Ethiopia, which 
could testify to its unity, there is no 
gainsaying that et least es far beck as 
500: BSC. the Northern region hes been 
the cradle of civilization for the whole 
of Ethiopia. It is clear to anybody that 
it was during the Axumite civilization 
that flourished in Northern Fhiopia, 
thet the Ezhiopzan letters, was st. actur- 
ed in the manner in which they now 
exist and through the sanguage of 
Geez, have made immense contribution 
to the development of education, liter- 
eture and culture and generelly to the 


a en ener 


Beginning in 1885 when Italian co- 
lonialism infiltrated our Northern re- 
gion and controlled it partly and up. 
until 1890 when the  colonialists 
gavel that part cf the corntry the name 
“Eaitrea”, it is a historical fact that 
the region used to be known a “the 
coastal territory” and its administrator 


“Bahr ‘Negash.” 


This being the histary in brief, Eu- 
in partitular, until the end of the 19th 
cemtury when they seized parta of the 
coastal erea of Ethiopia and imposed 
their colonial rule over this regiou, 
there was no time at all when Eritrea 
Ezhiopia has lived without Eritrea. © 
colonial rule being what we have men- 
tioned briefly above, those which are 
particularly unforgettable were the in- 
justices it perpetrated by evicting the 
oppressed peoples of the region from 
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their fertile land and the handing over 


of the land to Italian settlers, its prac- 
tice of tribal segregation and the depri- 
vation of basic education and devisive 
machinations it used along religious, 


among the people in order to create co- 
nducive condition for the effective sub- 
jugation of the people. — vi 


By so doing, the Italian colonielists’ 
had passed over a problem inimical to. 


the unity of Ethiopie, which is clear 
testimony’to the objective condition 
prevailing today. 


, When Great Sats we eentaind 


to administer Italian holdings: in East 
Africa, following the defeat of Italian: 


fascism during the Second World War. 


though its mandste was provisional, 


Great Britain used various subtle me-' 


thods in order to realize its previous 
expansion designs in the Sudan end 
to continue its occupation there. ~ 


Its attempts to make Ethiopia its: 


appendage by treaties having failed, 
Great Britain, employed subtle means 
of divide and rule to block the unity 
of our people in Eritrea region with 
Ethiopia — moreover it continuéd to 
endorse the practice of the segrega- 
tionist policy of fascist Italy. 


As mentioned above, the people of 
Eritrea region, because of their deep 
feeling of being Ethiopian and be- 
cause they were defermined and com- 
mitted to the objective of unity, any 
type of machination could not block 
them. To the contrary, in order to 


enable themselves to carry out their 
struggle in soordinated manner, and 
in line with the motto “Ethiopia or 
Death” when in 1941 they founded 
a unionist association and continued 
to intensify their struggle for unity, 
Great Britain, being aware that the' 
association would serve as a hurdle 
for its expansionist policy organized 
two puppet organizations called 
“Liberal Progressives” and ‘Rabita 
EI Islamiya” to counter the objective 
of unity and advance its own inte 
rests, and. helped to foment problem 
by collaborating with other organit- 
ed anti-unity associations. 

On the other hand, although 
unity was the only objective for 
which the unionist association which 
truly reflected the wishes and aspira- 
tions of the broad masses of the re- 
gion, the- United Nations Organiza-- 
tion of the time, due to conflicts of 
interests between imperializs, set up 
a federal administration in defiance 
of the popular request for unity. 


-Becavse the federal system was, to 
begin with, not besed on the inte- 
rest of the people, the broad masses 
of Eritrea who were struggling for 
unity, democratically discussed fede- 
ration through members of its popu-. 
larly elected assembly and cancelled 
it once and for all with a vote of an 
overwhelming majority. The revolu- 
ving decision of the broad masses of 
SS sagen WER Geet « —. 
and pride. 
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The Creation of Secessio- 
nist Bandits, and the Crime 
They Perpetrated on the Mas- 
ses of People and Their Poli- 
tical Blackmail 

The repeated aggressions ard wars 
made against our country in our 
past history is basically due to Ethio. 
pia’s rich natural resources and its 
strategical location, which is also ma- 
nifested in the creatiun and growth 
of the secessionist bandits. 


This fact is easily waderstood when 


we examine the complicated problems 
of Eritrea region in the last 20 years 
after the creation of secessionist ban- 
dit group called “Jebha”. The so 
called founders of “Jebha” did not 
have any political goals, and this 
manifested in their brigandage and 
banditry they still undertake. These 
groups of bandits were organized for 
their criminal aims. of secessionism 
and armed for their murderous mis- 
sion by external forces who are aga- 
inst the unity and strength of Ethio- 
pia. This is the bitter trath of history 
which cannot be denied. 

“Jebha” was founded in. Cairo by 
expansionist externul forces who had 
been dreaming for centuries to dis- 
member Ethiopia. This happened at 
a time when the genuine wishes of 
the masses of Eritrea region for 
which they have naade bitter struggle 
was fulfilled by reunification with 
the Motherland. it had also been an 
opportune time for anti-Ethiopia ex- 
ternal forces which founded “Jebha” 
and the British manipulation to an- 
nex western Eritrea and designate it 
as part of Sudan had enabled to or- 
ganise feudal rernnants and religious 
fanatics. 

“Jebha”, which is a puppet of exter- 
nal forces who wish to weaken and 
dismember Ethiopia, has undertaken 
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its heinous mission by using different 
ideologies as a cover-up. Because of 
the then prevailing oppressive feudal 
system in Ethiopa, “Jebha” was re- 
garded as an anti-feudal organisation. 


As a-result some progressive indi- 
viduals from Eritrea region and other 
parts of the country had been mis- 
guided by considering “Jebha” as a. 
forum of struggle against the oppres- 
sive feudal order and me had join- 
ed it. ! : 

Although “Jebha” had succeeded 
for sometimes in such covert mano- 
guvre, ite religious fanatism and reac- 
tionary stand was clearly reflected in 
its indiscriminate murder of chris- 
tians, progressive individuals and na- 
tionalities of the highland areas. 
There are among us today those whe 
suffered from and had witnessed the 
inhuman killings of the secessionist 
bandits, whose anti-people stand and 
genocide could never be forgotten in 
our history. 

The disintegration of “Jebha” be- 
cause of -contraditions within the 
group and the eventual creation of 
the so-called “Shabia” faction orga- 
nised by the C.J.A. clearly indicates 
that this group is also a puppet of ex- 
ternal forces. 


The eruption of the Ethiopian 
People’s Revolution has exposed the 
terroristic and pseudo-revolutionary 
stand of these two groups of bandits. 
The Ethiopian Revolution has expos- 
ed the pr «ganda and political black- 
aail of - .« ..- essionist bandits, inclu. 
ding tha: about the question of natio- 

The question of nationalities vjs- 
a-vis the objective condition of our 
country requires serious considera- 
tions. As sich we the representatives 
of the people would take this oppor- 








tunity to explain briefly how we view 
the question of nationalities. 

When we look at the question >‘ 
nationalities from historical perspec- 
tives, the change in the development 
of society is based on the economic 
development of a given country. 
Within this premise, Ethiopia's de- 
velopmental stage makes it a coun- 
try of several nationalities rather 
than a nation. Ethiopian society is 
‘composed of not only different na- 
tionalities in various stages of deve- 
lopment but also minority groups of 
clans and tribes. 

As is the case in any society of 
different nationalities where the 
means of productions ere privately 
owned, the working people of Ethio- 
pia have suffered not only from ero 
nomic exploitation but also oppres- 
sion of nationalities by the feudal re- 
gime. 

The basis for this oppression was 
the private ownership of land, on 
which the livelihood of the masses 
of people is dependent by a few aris- 
tocrats anc feudals. As such the que- 
_ stion of nationalities could not be 
considered in isolation. It is directly 
connected with the people’s freedom 
from feudal exploitation and the pre- 
valence of democracy. 

The objective condition of Ethic» 
pia dictates that the freedom of na- 
tionalities could be acquired by the 
abolition of t2e feudal system and 
particularly by changes in the owner- 
ship of land on which oppression is 
based. The oppressizx of nationalities 
could be ~:crcome with the abolition 
of private ownership and exploiting 
classes, which is the basis for the ge- 
nuine freedom for the masses of the 


people. 
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The Ethiopian Revolution has laid 
a concrete foundation to free tenant 
farmers from all sorts of exploitatior: 
and oppression by nationalising all 
rural land. By nationalising indust- 
ries, financial and commercial or- 
ganizations, the Ethiopian Revolu- 
tion had freed the working class from 
bourgeois and imperialist exploitation. 

The Ethiopian Revolution has laid 
a concrete foundation for ‘the politi- 
cal supremacy and people’s democ- 
racy by enlightening, organizing and 
arming the working clase. Moreover, 
concrete steps are being taken to en- 
sure the equalities and political free- 
dom of nationalities in accordance 
with the Ethiopian National Democ- 
ratic Revolution Programme. 

The Ethiopian National Democ- 
ratic Revolution Programme indicat- 
ed that relationships among Ethiopi- 
an nationalities would be based on 
equality, cooperation, and brother- 
hood. The programme also specified 
that the language and culture of all 
nationalities would be equally pro- 
moted and special considerations 
would be given to up-lift the economic 
and social development of the most 
oppressed and long-forgotten minority 
groups. 

Moreover, the Programme confirms 
that for the acquistion of full demo- 
cracy and to ensure the equality of 
nationalities, any nationality in Ethio- 
pia has the right to determine its 
own destiny. 

The right of nationalities to deter- 
mine their own destinies means al! 
nationalities in a given country have 
equal right to lead their destiny. 
This ensures the right of nationalities 
to equally vote for their common des- 
tiny. As such the right of a natio- 
nality to determine its own destiny 
includes the right to secede. 














The recognition of the right of 
nationalities to secede does not mean 
that any nationality can secede at any 
time. The oppression of nationalities 
has emerged at a certain historical 
moment and it could be overcome 
with the phasing away of social and 
economic oppressions which are the 
root causes of it. As such, the ques- 
tion of the right of nationalities to 
secede should be seen and solved like 
all social questions of the peoples 
within the kistorical and objective 
condition of the time. As situations 
are changing the right of nationalities 
to secede could not be seen in isola- 
tion and there is not a permanent 
formula for it. The abolition of op- 
pression of nationalities being part of 
the revolutionary process to change 
the exploitative system, the question 
of secession could be determined vis. 
a-vis the nature of the existing system 
and the general direction of social 
development. Likewise, the question 
of the right of nationalities to secede 
should be seen from the benefit of 
the people particularly from the bene- 
fit of the working class who has the 
historical mission of abolishing all 
forms of exploitation and oppresssion 
aud with the developmental stage of 
the revolution. 

In a society divided into classes, 
the basic contradiction being between 
classes, the oppression of nationalities 
could be solved with the abolition of 
class contradiction. Communists the- 
refore consider the question of the 
right of nationalities to secede from 
the point of view of whether it pro- 
motes or retards class struggle. 

If the question of secession is rais- 
ed at a time when the workng class 
is struggling to abolish all forms of 
exploitation and oppression and are 
striving to establish a socialist system, 


such question is undoubtedly against 
the interest of the people. At this 
stage of social development the aboli- 
tion of private ownership and the ex- 
ploiting class — which are root 
causes for the oppression of nationa. 
lities — which leads to a classless 
communist society — the question 
of secession is totally unacceptable. 

The goal of socialism is not only 
to unify people divided into small 
governments and create harmonious 
rekstionships between nationalities, but 
also to lay down the foundation of 
their economic and social unification. 
In societies engaged in building so- 
cialist, the right of nationalities to 
determine their destiny should be 
viewed from this Communist princi- 
ple. 

As the Great Lenin said in con- 
connection with the question of the 
right of nationalities to secede at a 
time when a society is in this stage 
of development. 

“This question (meaning  self- 
determination) is not one of seces. 
sion, the act of splitting into pieces 
in order to set up petty governmen: 
The question expressed unbridled 
struggle against all forms of natio. 
nal oppression.” 7 


Accordingly, for a society in the 
throes of socialist construction, self- 
determination means effective libera- 
tion from the oppression of an exploi- 
tative system and to ensure against a 
resurgence .of oppression through 
freedom of domestic political admi- 
nistration. It does not suppose 
breaking of domestic political admi- 
nistration. It docs not suppose break- 
ing apart in order to set up for them- 
selves small governments. 

The Ethiopian Revolution, by do- 
ing away with private property, which 


19 














forms the bases of all forms of op- 
pression, has taken courageously ali 
the necessary measures to guarantee 
an end to opression of Ethiopian na- 
tionalities and to the establishment 
of lasting equality. The working peo- 
ple of Ethiopia have embarked upon 
the historic mission of socialist con- 
struction, spurred by successive past 
victories, with the view to eradicate 
the vestiges of the exploitation of 
man by man. 

. Although we have broken the back. 
bone of the feudal system and laid 
down the basis to extricate nationali- 
ties from all types of oppression and 
exploitation, we should realize that 
the eventual all round fulfilment of 
this objective is intertwined with 
the improvement of the material life 
condition of the society. 


The political measures we have 
taken to ensure the equality of min- 
ority nationalities who have born the 
brunt of age-old oppression, is not per- 
haps enough by themselves. What de- 
mands more sacrifice and the decisive 
act bearing on the progress of their 
cultural life and the cornerstone of 
their equality is the transformation 
and development of their economy. In 
conformity with our political convic. 
tions to bring about the cultural deve. 
lopment of all nationalities on the 
basis of equality, requires a strong 
material basis. 

In the light of the objective condi- 
tions of our country, the practical rea- 


lization of the equality of nationalities 


ean only be regarded within the cop- 


text of the on-going effort to rid our- 
selves of the consequences of back- 
wardness and to build a socialist so- 
ciety. 

Unity founded on a spirit of equal- 
ity, brotherhood and mutual assist- 


ance among nationalities can only 
exist under socialism. As oppression 
is the hallmark of the nature of the 
exploitative system, socialism can hard- 
dy be realized without the ensurance 
of unmitigated equality among. natio- 

As we mentioned above, since we 
have taken the initial steps for the 
realization of the objective of the 
equality of nationalities, the question: 
arises, who are the purveyors of secer- 
sion ? Whom do they represent ?. 

Today,.secession ig in contradestina- 
tion with the aspirations of all the 
working nationalities of Ethiopia. The 
desire of all the working nationalities 
of Ethiopia is to partake in the on- 
going chapter of socialist construction 
to bring about creation of a genuine 
system where freedom among men, 
equality and justice prevail. Falling 
out of line of this great and profound 
revolutionary process means without 
question falling in the exploitative 
network of imperialism. 

We iake lesson from history, and, 
among the various machinations of 
imperialism to stem 4d abort the re. 
volutionary transformation of progres- 
sive states, is one intended to whip up 
minor contradictions and <«acourage 
internal reactionary forces with the 
view to prepare prcpitious conditions 
for inter\ention. Teday, when because 
of the successive economic dislocation 
and political bankruptcy of imperial- 
ism ite aggressive and predatory na- 
ture has cone into the force there is 
mo question that it would persist on 
this reactionary path. 

In its reckless adventure expc sing the 
world to the danger of -a holocaust, 
Ethiopia by virtue of its strategic lo- 
cation commanding the passage of oil 
routes on the Red Sea and by its pro- 
ximity to the Persian Gulf hi; become 
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the principal object of imperialist de- 
signs. The proliferation of imperialist 
bases in our vicinity and the recent 
establishment of rapid interventionist 
forces cannot fail to heighten our 
alarm. 

Considering the objective conditions 
of our surroundings, it is quite evi- 
dent that imperialism is manoeuvring 
to bring under its control this strategic - 
area through the employment of seces- 
sionist elements, who are instruments 
of its reactionary goals. 

The choice for the working people 
of Ethiopia therefore is either to de. 
fend their hard-fought freedom and 
independence or to be divided and 
weakened, thus falling prey to imp>- 
rialist oppression and servitude. There 
can be no third alternative. As..the 
Ethiopian people safeguarded their 
unity and honour during the last se- 
‘ven years of bitter struggle and pride- 
ful victory by shedding their blood 
and bones, likewise they would strug- 
gle today and tomorrow in unison and 
with courage towards the bright fu- 
ture 


cliches planted by secessionists to cover 
up their poisonous plan is the one 
which tends to present the so-called 
Eritrea question as a colonial issue. 
Ethiopia bas an age-old history of 
unity and freedom which it has suc- 
cessfully defended through the years 
against encroachments by invaders 
from the north mainly in Eritrea, 
who waged a heroic struggle in unison. 
Since this historical truism argues 
against this preposterous assumption 
of the colonialist and the colonized, 


it is perhaps a historic opportunity 


to lay bare this position which is far 
revolved from historical objectivity 
and reality. 


Net only has Eritrea been part of 
Ethiopia, but also its contribution to 
Ethiopia's ancient history has been 
shown earlier. 
- One of the main characteristic 
features of this ancie t Ethiopian his- 
tory has been the rse of classes in 
society, particularly in the northern 
part of the country v hich became the 
hub of ‘feudalism, spreading its ten- 
tacles from there. 

The historical fact is that the nor- 
thern part of Ethiopia has contribu- 
ted its share to the rise and spread 
of classes and the consolidation of 
feudal oppression anc exploitation — 
and that Ethiopia has not seized 
“Eritrea” as a colony as the secession- 
nist bandits disinform. 
an accident of history fell victim to 
the ultim tte goal of uprootiag colo- 
nialism from the land of Ethiopia 
and the conclusion of this struggle 
with the victory of the Ethiopian peo- 
ple added new vigor to the already 
existing unity and no other meaning 
can be ac orded ta it. 

Basically, colonialism emerges dur. 
ing the era of imperialism when capi- 
talism begins to exploit other peoples 
covertly and openly in search of in- 
dustrial products and commodity mar- 
kets outside its own national. boun- 
dary. 
ince it is a characteristic cf ex- 
ploitation to be observed when capi- 
talism attains the highest stage of de- 
velopment, to say that Eritrea was 
uccupied by colonialism in search of 
expanding industrial market at a 
time when Ethiopia was in a very 
backward feudal order is unscientific 
and to try to present this to justify 
the question of secessionism ig to ridi- 


cule history. 
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Measures Taken at the Va- 
rious Times by the Revolutio- 
nary Government to Solve 


The secessionist bandit; had forced 


the broad masses of Ey :trea region to’ 


abandon their prope:ty and flee by 
looting, agonising, kill.ng, destroying 
and in general through their destuc- 
tive activities trade in the blood of 
the masses and denying their human 
Fights. 

Although the Revolutionary Gov- 
ernment is fully aware of the activi- 
ties of the secessionist bandits, it 
has spared no efforts to solve the pro- 
blem peacefully on the basis of its 
firm belief and objective of the peace 
and progress of the broad masses. We 
will mention some of the measures 
taken by the Revolutionary Govern- 
ment in this regard : 

1. In order to create conducive 
conditions for the bandits to align 
themselves with the Revolution inter- 
nally and open a peace forum, it had 
instructed security forces not to take 
measures, unless in self-defence, and 
confined them to their camp. 

2. Despite the stepped up reactio- 
nary activities of the secessionists, the 
Government handled the situation 
patiently enabling a high-level meet. 
ing to be convened in Asmara in De- 
cember 1974, with the participation 
of 318 persons representing the inha- 
bitants of each province and district 
in Eritrea region as well as froin the 
Government side, members of the 
Provisional Military Administrative 
Council atid high-ranking government 
officials. A committee was set up at 
this meeting to establish contact with 
the secessionists for the practical im- 
plemeutation of the peace call that 
the revolutionary government would 


grant full amnesty to the sessionist 
rebuild the economy to extricate the 
people of the region from socio-econo- 
mic- problems in the shortest time 
possible and build a socialist society 
wherein justice, equality, freedom 
and democracy prevail in accordance 
with the aim of the Revolution. 

3. It also established a special 
commission on the problem of Eritrea 
region for the practical implemenia- 
tion of the Nine-Point Policy Decla. 
ration on Eritrea based on the Pro- 
gramme of the National Democratic 
Revolution for further implementing 
the peace call. 


4. Although the problem in Eri- 
trea region is an internal affair, the 
revolutionary government has taken 
the pains to dispatch « delegetion to 
explain the issue to Arab countries thet 
have organized and financed the ban- 
dits to dismember end weaken the 
country with the pretext that Eritrea 
is an Arab and invoking religious ex- 
cuses. The delegation toured st diffe- 
tent times, the Sudan, Egypt, Libya, 
Algeria, Lebanon, Syria, Iraq, Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait and North South 
Yemens where briefings were ziven on 
Revolution Programme, the cause of 
point policy the revolutionary govern- 
memt has issued es « solution and the 
various other measures taken to solve 
the problem peacefully. 

5. Great effort were exerted to make 
direct contact with the secessionist 
bandits and to convince them to cease 
their subtle and opportunist activities 
end join the Ethiopien broad masses in 
the construction of a new system and 
to assure them thet the Motherland 
would forgive them for all the atroci- 
ties they have committed. 








What was the reply of the bandits 
to all the government initiatives ? 

The bandits have not only turned 
down the peace call arrogantly, but 
availed themselves of the directives on 
the immobilization of the army back 
to the barracks to penetrate into Asme- 
ra and launch a major atteck in an 
attempt to beseige the city in February 
1975. In this they have savagely mas- 
sacred the broad messes and caused 
major damage to public property and 
economy. 

— Rejecting the peaceful initiative, 
the bandits have instead intensified 
the inhabitants of the region, demo 
lishing economic infrastructures and 
preparing hideouts in strategic areas in 
preparation of a major ecounter. 

After having concocted e concerted 
conspiracy with EPRP end EDU in 
the hinterland and imperialism and 
the reactionary Somalia ruling class 
outside the country, the secessionist 
bandits were enabled to put under 
their control the major parts of the 
region et an opportune moment when 
Somalia started its invasion in the east 
while EPRP and EDU unleashed ter- 
ror in the hinterland. simultaneously. 
’ This was the reply to the measures 
the revolutionary government has pro- 
posed with all sincerity and patience. 
Therefore, in accordance with its res- 
ponsibility to emancipate the broad 
masses in Eritrea region, the Revolu- 
tionary Army has dealt with the ban- 
dits with a socialist patriotism. This 
victory has enabled tue Eritrean broad 
masses to enjoy peace and to engage 
themselves in a relatively better way 
in the process of changing their econo- 
mic life. | 

However since the secessionist ban- 
dits were not completely crushed, they 
are still engaged in literal banditry kil- 
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ling people and destroying economic 
infrastructures so that the broad mas- 
ecs will not carry out their economic 
ventures peacefully and enjoy fully the 
benefits of the revolution. The bandits 
are not only destroying schools, hospi- 
tals, roads end bridges, but they have 
continued unabatedly their mission of 
rendering useless infrastructures which 


“were maintained with the great effort 


of the people. 

This anti-people, anti-development 
and anti-peace onslaught by the ban- 
dits must stop once and for all. The 
Ethicpiar. broad masses, have realised 
not only the bankruptcy and betrayal 
of these renegades but understood that 
their conspiracy was meant against the 
Ethiopian people, their children, their 
unity and their revolution. 

Therefore, we, representatives of the 
Ethiopian broad masses : 

— Recalling ihe heavy onion ¢ con- 
tained in the long-standing history of 
the Motherland, as gallantly paid by 
the heroic forebears for the cause of 
our freedom, unity and eniity : 

— Realizing that most of the irva- 
sions expansionists, colonielists and 
imperialists have attempted against our 
beloved Motherland were carried out 
through our Red Gea frontier : 


edmiration th heavy sacrifices_paid by 
the entire northern Ethiopian people 
who, as the first to bear the brunt of 


under the feudal order when a handful 
few enjoyed a luxurious life et the ex- 


ed at the expense of their history: 











— Being aware of the fact that the 
Ethiopian broed masses, after conduct- 
ing a sustained: struggle to end ex- 
ploitation and oppression, have now 
embarked on the construction of a 
new system which would decide upon 
their prospect and enable them to en- 
joy the fruits of the great February 
1974 revolution: = 


— Realizing with the feeling of 
pride that the present revolutionary 
generation has renewed with socialist 
patriotism, the gallantry of its forbears . 
in defending the freedom, unity and 
entity of the Revolutionary Mother. 
land during the open invasion of the 
Mogadisho ruling class in compliance 
with imperialists and reactionary for- 
ces in the region: 


— Realizing with disappointment 
the anti-peace, anti-unity and anti- 
people betrayal and conspiracy, anni- 
hilation and destruction of the impe- 
rialist and reactionary lackeys — 
secessionist bandits — at such a cru. 
cial juncture when the Ethiopian 
broad masses are in the process of 
building a society wherein justice, 
equality, democracy and socialism will 
replace hunger, name, Seay eae 
backwardness in general: . 


Convinced. of the elimination, once™ 


and for all, of such anti-society ele- 
ments is a timely and burning issue: 

— Being aware that imperialists, 
worried by political bankruptcy and 


are attempting to jeopardize world 
peace and instigate intimidation aga- 
inst and muffle the struggle of coun- 
tries and forces that stand: for peace, 
democracy, freedom, equality and so- 
cial development: 


— Realising in particular the im - 


plications and danger of the imperia- 
list pressures to muffle and disrupt 


try so in order to put the Red Sea 
under control; — 


— Realizing the need to bring to 
the attention of the ally and for alike,. 
our readiness to pay revolutionary sa- 
crifices both in the fight and the eco- 
nomic construction by standing with 
unflinching resolve on the side of our 
heroic Revolutionary Army during the 
Red Star campaign, so that peace 
would prevail throughout the country, 
socialistrn would blossom in the Revo- 
lutionary Motherland, justice and de- 


_— Observing the impact of the his. 


1) We unanimously endorse the 
historic policy statement made by our 
determim and wise leader, Comrade 
Chairman Mengistu Haile-Mariam, 
Chairman of the PMAC and of CO- 
PWE and Commander-in-Chief of the 
Revolutionary Army, to the entire 
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Ethiopian people when addressing the 
Red Star mulfi-faceted Revolutionary 
Development Campaign meeting assem- 
bled in Asmara on January 17, 1982 
regarding the objective reality in Eth. 
iopia in the context of the world si- 
tuation and in particular the problem 
in Eritrea Region. We pledge our rea- 
diness to implement the directives 
given by Comrade Chairman Mengistu 
to rebuild the economic infrastructure 
destroyed by the secessionist bandits 
in the Region and to bring genuine 
freedom to the people and to make 
every sacrifice, including that of life, 
demanded of us to spearhead the exe- 
cution of work strategies which the 
Revolutionary Government will con. 
ceive in future. 

2) The anti-freedom, anti-unity, 
anti-people and . anti-peace bandit 
geags who have been rejected by the 
society and who represent no one ex- 
cept the forces of -imperialism and 
reaction should no longer be allowed 
to continue wreaking destruction and 
must therefore be reduced to smithe- 
reens by the united might of the 
broad masses. 

Sei ence 
who provided support to these bandits, 
including fifth columnists, because 
they are enemies of the people. We 
thus affirm in unison that we not only 
support any measure which the Revo- 
lutionary Army takes in its defensive 
posture but that we are also behind 
it and ready to give it rear guard 
support. 

3) The meeting unanimously calls 
on both compatriots who joined the 
ranks of the bandits either out of in. 
nocence or forced to do so and Ethio- 
pian refugees living abroad to aban- 
don those who trade in the blood of 
the people, to take advantage of the 
amnesty granted by the revolutionary 


government and to return home with. 
out delay and join the broad masses. 
4) It is well recognized that organi- 
zation is the guarantee for the success 
of socialist economic construction now 
underway in Revolutionary Ethiopia 
and particularly in view of the acute 
problems prevailing in the region and 
efforts towards the resurgence of 
such problems. We therefore, call on 
the peasantry to organize itself im- 
mediately into peasant producers’ co- 
operatives in line with the program- 
mes and directives given by our Re- 
volutionary Leader, Comrads Chair- 
man Mengistu. We at the sane time 
express our readiness to make the ne- 
cessary support. 

5) We strongly condemn all foreign 
forces and intelligence agencies which 
support the hired assassins who trade 
with the lives of the oppressed in pur- 
suit of their anti-freedom, anti-unity 
and anti-peace miss on. We also warn 
that they cease channelling such sup- 
port forthwith. 

6) Recognizing the colonialist des- 
poilation of Ethiopia’s honoured and 
millenial history and the gravity of 
corrosive imperialist influence and 
alien culture forced cn the Ethiopian 
people, the Revolutionary Govern- 
daent, after thorough assessment of 
Exhiopia’s saga of freedom and strug: 
gle, has revived the history which was 
muffled by the discredited feudo-bour- 
geois order, and decided that monu- 
ments be erected in honour of those 
who died for the cause of the freedom 
and unity of the country as well as 
for other Ethiopian heroes. 

Sincerely appreciating the initiative 
Mariam, Chairman of the PMAC and 
of COPWE and Commander-in-Chief 
of the Revolutionary Army, to lay 
‘cornerstones for monuments in hon- 
our of the famed Ras Alula at Dogali, 


2) 











Zerai Deress in Asmara, as well as 
those who struggled and died for the 
cause of unity under the banner 
“Ethiopia or Death” and members of 
the Revolutionary Army who have 
fallen defending the cause of unity 
and revolution carrying aloft the ban- 
ner “Revolutionary Ethiopia or 
Death”. 


We request the Revolutionary Go 


vernment to study the history of the 
Region and take measures to put his- 
tory in its proper context by erasing 
place names given and.cultural influ- 
ences bequeathed by colonialists. 


7) Viewing the present class strug- 
gle in light of the confrontation bet- 
ween imperialism and socialism on 
the global scale, it will be seen that 
the imperialist plot hatched against 
the Ethiopian Revolution sims at 
changing the balance of forces in the 
region in favour of imperialism. We 
realize, in solemn recognition of our 
internationalist responsibility, that the 
victory of the Ethiopian Revolution 
means the victory of the anti-imperia- 
list forces and that the failure of 
Ethiopia’s revolution means the de- 
feat of these forces and that therefore, 
our siruggle influences developments 
in the Region and in the ultimate 
sense the world. Recognizing this and 
that our bitter struggle against im- 
perialism is part and parcel of the 
world-wide anti-imperialist struggle, 
we call on all anti-imperialist forces 
to step up the support which they 
have been providing ir the past. 


During the morning session of the 
high-level meeting, presided over by 
Comrade Chairman Mengistu Haile 
Mariam, the representatives of the 
regions of Kaffa and Ilubabor, AETU, 
AEPA, REYA, REWA and profes. 
sional associations pledged their readi- 


ness to help implement the Red Star 
Revolutionary Development Campaign. 

Comrade Begashaw Atalay, COP- 
WE Central Committee member and 
COPWE representative for Kaffa re- 
gion. and Comrade Simon Gealorie, 
COPWE Central Committee member 
and COPWE representative for [lu- 
bebor Region, spoke first. Comrade 
Mulugetta Yimer, Chairman of the 
AETU, reaffirmed that the union will 
contribute everything expected of it in 
the reconstruction efforts in Eritrea 
region in line with the “Red: Star” 
development programme. Comrade Ab- 
della Sonessa, Chairman of the 
AEPA, pledged that the peasantry 
will pay every sacrifice to help ensure 
that the “Red Star” project attains its 
objective. 

Just before the morning recess, 
Comrade Amanuel Amde-Michael, De- 
puty Senior Minister, COPWE Cen- 
tary-General of the Red Star Multi- 
faceted Revolutionary Development 
Campaign, read out to the meeting 
messages of solidarity from self-help 
associations of Ethiopian nationals in 
the Sudan and Djibouti and Ethio- 
pian Students’ associations in the 
USSR, German Democratic Republic 
and Czechoslovakia. 

Comrade Hailu Tujuba, Chairman 
of the Revolutionary Ethiopia Youth 
Association (REYA), later addressed 
the meeting and said that the seces- 
sionist bandits demonstrated their 
anti-people stance by forcing children 
to use rifles which they cannot even 
carry. He said that the problem pose 
ed by the bandits should be viewed in 
light of the international problem pos- 
ed by imperialism. , 














Comrade Hailu pledged that the 
youth of Revolutionary Ethiopia are 
ready to pay whatever is demanded of 
them for the success of the Red Star 
Revolutionary Development Cam- 


feudal struggle waged bye Ethiopian 


women in general and Eritrean wo-. 


men in particular. 

Comrade Abezash pointed out that 
the women. of Revolutionary Ethiopia 
are on the alert to make the necessary 
contributions towards the success of 
the campaign. . 

Chairmen of the Ethiopian Teach- 
ers’ Association, the Federation of 
Health Professionals Associations and 
the Ethiopian Journalists’ Association 
‘also addressed the meeting and decla- 


red the resolve of their respective 
memberships to contribute to the maxi- 
mum towards the historic process now 


in motion in Eritrea Region. 
During the afternoon session, state- 
ments were made by representatives 
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of the Ethiopian Writers’ Union, the 
Ethiopian Painters’ association, the 
Ethiopian Musicians’ Association and 
the Ethiopian Veterinary Association 
as well as Ly delegates representing 
the Revolutionary Army and the Se- 
cond Revolu.ionary Liberation Army. 

The three-day historic meeting of 
national characteristic on the Multi- 
faceted Revolutionary Development 
Campaign in Eritrea Regions was at- 
tended by Comfade FikreSelassie 
Wogderess, PMAC Secretary-General 
and COPWE Executive Committee 
member, Comrade Fisseha Desta, 
PMAC Assistant Secretary-Gen. al, 
Deputy Chairman of the Councii of 
Ministers and COPWE Executive 
Committee member, PMAC Standing 
Committee and COPWE Executive 
Committee members, ministers, com- 
missioners, COPWE Central Com- 
mittee members, Ethiopian Ambas- 
sadors abroad, senior government offi- 
cials, representatives of the Revolu- 
tionary Army and Police and of mass 
organizations and professional associa- 
tions organized at the national levels, 
and delegations representing the vari- 
ous nationalities as well as religious 
leaders. 











LABOR, SOCIAL AFFAIRS TASK FORCE FORMED 


Addis Ababa THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD in English 5 Feb 82 p 1 


[Text ] 


ASMARA (ENA) — Comrade 
Kassa Kebede, Minister of Labour 
and Social Affairs and Alternate 
member of the Central Committee of 
COPWE declared yesterday that a 
labour and social affairs task force 
was formed vested with a responsi- 
bility to overcome social problems 
caused by the secessionist bandits in 
Eritrea region. 

Explaining the share of work of 
his Ministry in the Red Star Multi- 
faceted Revolutionary Campaign for 
Eritrea region, disclosed that the 
task force consists of teams assigned 
in the labour and social affairs, en- 
rolment and deployment, rehabilita- 
tion centre for the disabled, pen- 
sions as well administration research 
and planning services that will en- 
able it to speedily execute its duties. 

The labour affairs team’s  respon- 
sibilty will be to organize and stren- 
gthen trade associations in the re- 
gion arbitrate labour disputes in’ ac- 
cordance with the Labour Proclama- 





as government and mass organizations. 
The team will also’see to it that 
conducive labour situations are crea- 


Speaking on the work share of 


the team for the rehabilitation of. 
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GUINEA 


CNTG SECRETARY DISCUSSES DEVELOPMENTS AFFECTING WORKERS DURING 1981 
Conakry HOROYA in French No 2899, 3-9 Jan 82 pp 47, 48 


{Interview with Comrade Sekou Magassouba, secretary general of the CNTG [National 
Confederation of Guinean Workers], by Tamba Robert Millimono; date and place not 
given] . 


[Excerpts] [Question] Now that a year has elapsed, is it possible to make an 
initial assessment of the results of the party's decision to make the workers in 
the trade union branches in the service and industries sectors responsible for 
food distribution? 


[Answer] The Guinean labor party, the PDG [Guinean Democratic Party], by giving 
the workers an autonomous provisioning system, has consolidated labor's economic 
power. Our actions in defense of the workers' interests and increased produc- 
tion should be intensified. Our branches have achieved an excellent record in 
the management of food commodities. After 1 year of this management, we have 
accumulated a substantial amount, some 30 million sylis. 


Permit me a digression. Whenever, in the course of its program for liberation, 
the PDG pushes us toward an ideal, its initiator, its guide always plays the 
part of a doctor: He prevents the outbreak of illness by good hygiene, and when 
it does occur, he prescribes the therapeutic measures necessary to suppress it. 
Thus, once the foreign mercantile bourgeois class left the scene, the party 
looked at trade as an element of national development and to further it, estab- 
lished improved structures, from the Guinean Bank to the ERC [Regional Trade 
Enterprise]. 


And we know what happened then, with the fraud and other breaches of trust by 
some employees in those units. Thus, energetically and with good reason, the 
party lanced that abscess and prescribed effective measures: suppression of the 
ERC's and labor organizations’ administration of mass consumption goods. 


[Question] The CNR [National Council of the Revolution] recently gave the CNTG 
a mandate to go ahead with the establishment of worker cooperatives at the | 
regional level. What has happened since that time, and what overall steps have 
been taken to this end? 


[Answer] I think I touched on the motives for creating the worker consumer 
cooperatives in the last part of my answer to your first question. In the mass 


30 











market, unethical managers have tried to bleed the nation's economy through their 
malfeasance, But as the party indicated, it is a question of persistent work to 
achieve the objective of our activities, to maintain conditions when they are 
normal and to restore them when they are disturbed, to reassess conditions if 
they change. The consumer cooperatives are going to enable us to bury the night- 
mare of the ERC's, but only if--and I mean only if--control of their activities 
remains permanently and unwaveringly in the hands of the regional workers' com- 
mittees themselves, under the supervision of the nationai (NTG inspectors. These 
cooperatives will start going into operation in January 1982. We are waiting for 
the CRT's [Regional Workers' Committees] to inform us of the number of worker: 
enrolled in the cooperatives and the total dues subscribed. This information 
will be provided to the central government, so we will know these cooperatives 
are off to a good start. President Ahmed Sekou Toure has decided to help all of 
them by matching the dues they subscribe. For example, if a cooperative has 1.5 
million sylis in dues subscribed, the central government will give it another 

1.5 million sylis to be put into its take-off fund. So the success of the under- 
taking is assured. In fact, it only depends on the dynamism and spirit of 
initiative of each cooperative. 


[Question] Practical steps were contemplated to assure full implementation of 
the provisions of the Labor Charter. Could it really be said that they have 
been respected? 


[Answer] I would say that positive results have been seen which ought to be 
encouraged and consolidated so that our legitimate hopes are totally realized. 


Today, with the workers’ Food Management Committees, a definitive solution to 
some of our problems is going to be found. For with 30 million sylis resulting 
from the activities of these committees, we can already buy more than 30 trucks 
which as the property of the labor organizations will be managed by the workers 
themselves. Each management committee will thus have its own truck. And this 
is something that will make us more effective. 


[Question] You have just come back froma political and economic mission that 
led you deep into the country's interior, to Toungue for example. What were 
your impressions of the way our economic units are handling the accounting and 
management? 


[Answer] The last two meetings of the Regional Council of the Revolution put an 
end to the bleeding of our economy. A tourniquet had to be applied. What was 
happening in our regional commercial enterprises was repulsive to people with any 
moral sensibility. It is intolerable for our comrades who have been put in 
responsible positions in the field of commerce to continue to make a scandalous 
display of their fraudulently acquired wealth, obtained at the expense of the 
laboring masses. It is time to find more effective means to stamp out the decay 
that has infected some people. We must rid people's minds of the evils inherited 
from the past: We must fight to the death and strike without flinching. 


[Question] What special message do you have for the working class as we begin 
a new year? 
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[Answer] I would like to talk to the workers of Guinea, calmly and seriously, 
about the defense and consolidation of the interests and the gains of the work- 
ers; the protection of their purchasing power has been a constant and major con- 
cern of the PDG, the Guinean labor party, which sees it as the foundation and 
ultimate aim of all its revolutionary undertakings. 


To do this, the party has given us progressive juridical tools destined to 
assure the continual advancement of economic and social conditions for the 
worker. 


The year 1981 saw the monetary reform of 17 April, legislation to suppress mal- 
feasance and theft, price controls on commodities and consumer goods, and a new 
schedule of transportation tariffs. On that front, the workers must launch them 
selves with even more vigor into the struggle already begun, without losing 
sight of the fact that victory over our afflictions cannot be achieved without 
sacrifice, and will require self-restraint. 


Labor officials must break with narrow and stupid notions of personal, selfish 
interests. In the words of Comrade Sekou Toure, they should "consecrate them- 
selves resolutely to the grim but necessary struggle of the revolution, with the 
certainty that the efforts we have begun will result in the building of a grand 
edifice, which is our whole life's purpose." 


I would like to ucge all Guinean workers to read, pen in hand, the texts of the 
three masterful lectures given by our comrade, the supreme leader of the revolu- 
tion, at the 16th graduation ceremony at our university, the graduation dedicated 
to Mohamed V, and to make use of them as a guide to action in 1982, so that the 
nation's productivity will reach unprecedented heights. 


Thus, each of you will see himself in a new light. A.jd the hopes raised by the 
monetary reform of 17 May 1981 will not be shattered. 


9516 
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LESOTHO 


BRIEFS 


MILITANTS BLAST BRIDGE=--Maseru--Insurgents of the Lesotho Liberation Army, the mil- 
itary wing of the exiled Basutoland Congress Party, used explosives at a bridge 
over the Hololo River in the Butha Butha area early yesterday morning, Radic Leso- 
tho reported. It said the bridge has been slightly damaged and 50 kg of explosives 
defused at the scene. Between 10 and 15 kg of explosives had been used in the at- 
tack. The explosives were discovered where insurgents recently exploded mortar 
shells. A spokesman for the Liberation Army later claimed the bridge had been danm- 
aged to such an extent that vehicles were unable to pass over the bridge. [Text] 
[Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 25 Feb 82 p 5] 
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CHINESE TRADE UNION DELEGATION VISIT NOTED 
Niamey LE SAHEL in French 16-17 Jan 82 pp 1-2 


[Excerpt] A three-member delegation of Chinese trade unionists arrived in Niamey 
last Saturday. It was greeted by the Chinese ambassador to Niger; Comrades 
Adamou Moumouni and Sahabi Barthe, respectively deputy secretary general for 
foreign affairs and secretary of information of the USIN [Federation of Labor 
Unions of Niger]. 


the head of the delegation, Chen Yongwen, member of the secretariat of the A‘l 
China Federation of Trade Unions, tcld us that their visit te Niger falls within 
the framework cf strengthening relations which have existed for a long time 
between Chinese and Nigerien trade wnionists. 


"Chinese trade unionism, which goes back over 60 years," Chen went on to say, 
"has the objectives of encouraging Chinese workers to take initiatives, to 
develop the national economy without which well-being would be a meaningless 
word," “Of course, China has problems at present; however, Chinese workers are 
worsing tirelessly for the modernization of the national economy," Chen added. 


"Thus the talks between the Chinese delegation and the Nigerien trade unionists," 
he told us, "will consist of a broad exchange of views and experiences which at 
the same time will strengthen Sino-Nigerien friendship." 


Chen concluded by wishing greater success for Nigerien workers in their task of 


building the national economy and in their struggle against imperialism, Zionism 
and ali the enemies of the Third World. 


8143 
CSO: 4719/509 
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CONCERN SHOWN ONLY ON INFORMATION MINISTER CHANGE 


Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in English 17 Feb 82 pl 


{Editcorial: 


[Text] 


CSO: 


IF President Shehu Shagari had ever 
ogy anything close to his chest, it is 
jong awaited cabinet reshuffle. For 
weeks he let the public speculate what 
they would about the matter and he 
seemed to enjoy it all. The Press, he 
once told media men at a Press 
jast yeer, was free to propose on the 
subject but his it was to dispose and he 
was not about to allow any speculations 
hurry him up. The speculations were 
fuetied further by {1} his nomination of 13 
es for ministerial jobs when, as the 
ate said, there were only six jobs to 
fill up, and (2) by his strongly worded 
warning, the other day, about his runn- 
ing out of patience with any lieutenants 
proved incompetent and corrupt. 
Ali through, the President hardly gave 
any clue as to his intentions so much so 
that even his closest ministerial con- 
fidants were reported to have Deen 
jittery over their own fate. 
the one sure thing 
his cabinet reshuffle 


to him alone dependin 
set ten tse sar 


sions. His have 8 say in such 
decisions bork i: dboer humbug to talk 
about absolute loyalty to the party in a 
Presidential . 


em. 
about the cabinet reshuffle 
itself? The informed public, we 

. were not 6 surprised to 
see Mr. isaac Shaahu and Professor lya 
go. They have since resigned 
of them have featured con- 


dropoed. On the whole, 
sowever, the exerc's< was a bit of an 


~ 10/805 


"Shagari's New (?) Cabinet"] 


anti-climax. The composition of what 
one might call the inner cabinet re- 


NIGERIA 


mains more or less as it was except for : 


its slight increase in size and for a few 
changes in portfolios. This implies that 
the President is on the whole satisfied 
with his cabinet. Which, however, 
makes one wonder why he had to sound 
a@ strong note of warning about in- 
competence and corruption at the 
swearing-in ceremony of the 13 


- Ministerial nominees. 


As for those who have changed jobs, 
®t is noteworthy that Malam Adamu 
Ciroma has moved to Agriculture. Given 
WPN’s commitment to the Green 
Revolution, this is ape the most 
challenging job for the inistration. 
—— np th choice mer be vd to 

ven Co e in his us 
gnments. if Malam Ademats ¢ move- 
ment is in order, it is difficult to say the 
same for the retention of Alhaji Bello 
Maitama Yusuf at Commerce. He is no 
doubt a capable young man, but goin 
by —— ns that he has been libera 
to a fault in issuing import licences, 
especially for batteries and cars, he 
needs to be more careful this time 
around. We are also surprised at the 
movement of Alhaji Garba Wushishi to 
head the Information Department. The 
erformance of Chief Olu are who 

d been the de facto Minister of Infor- 
mation, though a seasoned journalist, 
has not been exactly brilliant. So his 
eclipse is not regrettabic. But Alhaji Gar- 
ba knows next to nothing about media 
practice and the one thing about a 
Presidency which needs expert handling 
is its public image. Shagari himself may 
be held in high esteem by even his rivals 
but this is no thanks to any imaginative 
thinking at Information. Still we hope 
Alhaji Garba would prove us wrong. 








OAU URGED TO ADMIT WESTERN SAHARAN MEMBERSHIP 


Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in English 10 Feb 82 p l 


(Editorial: "Call Morocco's Bluff") 

ee MOROCCAN intransi- been matched by an un- 
gence which has con- :paraileled ineptitude on 
sistently stood in the the part of the OAU. li 
way of a peaceful set- | appears that whenever 
tlement of the Western the organisation is 
Saharan crisis was. about to deciare an un- 
again on display in Nai- equivocal stand on the 
robi this week. Heads of issue, it allows itself to 
State of an Organisation be cajoled by Magroc- 
of African Unity special = co's threat of with- 
committee meeting in drawal of membership.. 
the Kenyan capitat re- But for the horse- 
solved on Monday to trading and back track- 
damn the consequen- a ome went on “~ 
‘ces by calling for a reetown summ . 
direct , negotiation be- _1980, the;Saharan Demo~ 
tween the Polisario na- cratic Arab Republic 
tionalists and their ag- § (SDAR) declared by 
gressors, the Kingdom _- PoliSario would have 
of Morocco. King Has- peen accorded the 
san’s government pro- rights of membership of . 
mptly and not unexpec- the organisation. At ‘ast 
tedly announced that it year’s summit in Nairo- 
would not sit down to bi, Libya’s surprising 
talk with the nationa- about turn helped. to 
lists. once more deny SDAR 

The refusal of Moroc- . of membership. 
ca ta_co-operate has An OAU spokesman, 
Or. Peter Onu was re- 
csO: 4700/805 
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ported to have said on 


Monday that it was high 


time the issue was 


.. resolved. By calling for. 


direct negotiations bet- 
ween the parties, the 
organisation has for the 
first time taken a bold 
step. But it could do 
much more than that. It 
should recognise and 
admit SDAR. Over haif 


‘the membership of the - 


OAU has granted the 
SDAR diplomatic recog- 
nition. Those who have 
not done so, and this in- 
cludes Nigeria, should 
recognise the SDAR and 
secure its admission in- 
to the organisation. As 
for King Hassan of 
Morocco, he would do 
well to realise that no 
set of peopie can be 
denied their rights to 
self determination in 
perpetuity. 
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FURTHER REPORTAGE ON ANTI-NPN COALITION 
London AFRICA CONFIDENTIAL in English No 3, 3 Feb 82 pp 3-4 
(Article: 


“Nigeria: Marriage of Convenience") 


[Text] 


Even before Nigeria’s four opposition parties 
formally agreed last month in Benin to enter into an 
electoral alliance, the ruling National Party of 
Nigeria (NPN) feit threatened. President Shehu 
Shagari told the NPN convention at the end of last 
year that it could not ignore ‘‘the potential dangers 
which such an ill-motivated alliance and gang-up 
pose to the stability and healthy development of our 
national politics’. In theory the new opposition line- 
up could become a formidable challenge. The NPN 
does not command a parliamentary majority, and its 
former ally, the Nigerian Peoples Party (NPP) has 
now wuthorised the governors of the three states it 
controls to join the common front of opposition 
governors — an effective forum for opposing federal 
policies, as the successful litigation against the 
NPN’s Revenue Allocation Act has shown. Now 12 
out of Nigeria’s 19 states can and probably will make 
common cause on a variety of issues, and the NPN is 
in a minority on the state as well as the federal level. 

In reality the threat to the NPN is less immediate. 
The NPP and its new allies, the Unity Party of 
Nigeria (UPN), the Peoples Redemption Party (PRP) 
and the Greater Nigeria Peoples Party (GNPP) have 
merely formed an electoral pact. A merger, as some 
of the younger leaders suggested, is out of the 
question. As the NPN has been pointing out for some 
time, this makes the PRP-engineered alliance a nega- 
tive force, united only by the desire to wrest power 
away from the NPN. In Nigeria, to gain office is 
often an end in itself. If the alliance were to succeed 
in its aim at the next elections in 1983, its various 
components would certainly be engaged in a destruc- 
tive struggle for office to replace the NPN, and that 
would militate against what Nigeria most needs: a 
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sense of national purpose. 

The Benin agreement gives UPN leader Chief 
Obafemi Awolowo at the age of 72 the presidential 
candidacy, while ex-President Nnamdi Azikiwe of 
the NPP has evidently decided at 77 to avoid the 
hustings and assume the role of elder statesman. A 
lot may change before the nominations have to go in, 
and it is difficult to see either giving way for the 
other. Many of their supporters hope that both will 
be persuaded to give way to younger politicians. 
There is no lack of challengers within their parties. 

The fragility of the new alliance is demonstrated by 
the wheeling and dealing which preceded the Benin 
accord. A meeting between the four party leaders 
called in November did not come off: the UPN did 
not turn up. Awolowo let it be known that there had 
not been sufficient notification to get a party 
mandate for an alliance, but this was only one of the 
reasons. Governor Abubakar Rimi »f Kano, the 
driving force of the PRP’s Imodou faction (see 
below), who organised the meeting, had to use all his 
persuasive charm to get Azikiwe to attend, but that 
meant inviting NPP chairman Chief Adeniran 
Ogunsanya as well. For reasons which go far into the 
past, this was unacceptable to Awolowo. A com- 
promise was reached when UPN Senate leader Chief 
Jonathan Odebiyi was made chairman of the 
alliance’s joint committee. 

The lack of cohesion of the new grouping, which 
calls itself progressive by contrast with the conserva- 
tive NPN, was underlined by the NPP’s secretary 
general, Dr Alex Fom, who said that any talk of the 
alliance being socialist was ‘‘a waste of time’’. The 
common ground between the parties, according to 
Fom, is their opposition to NPN policies, and this 





evidently meant their resentment a: :ne NPN’s grip 
on all top appointments. 

To be fair, the new partners are motivated by prin- 
ciples which go beyond the desire for office. For 
instance the UPN’s main policies — free education 
for all at every level, free medical treatment and rural 
integration — are largely shared by the PRP. The 
PRP Kaduna government, for instance, announced 
free medical services with effect from January Ist. 
The efficacy of this policy on the ground may be in 
doubt, but the intention is there. The PRP is the most 
radical of the parties, but the split between the 
Aminu Kano and the Imodou factions is now irrever- 
sible. It is the Imodou faction which has joined the 
new alliance. Michael Imodou, a well-known veteran 
trade union leader now officially leads the radical 
wing of the PRP; he represented it at the Benin 
meeting last month. Aminu Kano, the original PRP 
leader, and his colleagues recently declared that 
Governor Rimi and other ‘disloyal’ party leaders 
would not receive PRP sponsorship during next 
year’s elections. Aminu Kano favours cooperation 
with the NPN; he is a northerner and would not 
easily enter into an alliance with southern, and 
particularly Yoruba, leaders. The Federal Election 
Commission (FEDECO) has decided to recognise the 
Aminu Kano part of the PRP as ‘“‘official’’. This 
decision does not reflect parliamentary support. In 
the House of Representatives 38 out of 47 PRP 
members support Imodou, aid five out of seven PRP 
senators are loyal to him. While Aminu Kano’s 
popular appeal after a lifetiine in politics should not 
be discounted, the electoral chances of the two 
factions will be finely balanced. It could be crucial to 
the 1983 election result. The Imodou faction may 
have to seek a new name, and while this may not 
be a major obstacle, it might run into difficulties over 
registration as a party which has fulfilled all constitu- 
tional requirements. 


This very subject has occupied a lot of parliamen- 
tary time in recent weeks, with suggestions that the 
decision in such matters be removed from 
FEDECO’s jurisdiction and placed with an all-party 
committee. Another thorny issue has been a proposal 
(favoured by Aminu Kano) to allow independent 
candidates to contest elections. This could lead to 
political upheaval, with independently-elected MPs 
up for auction as it were, in situations where there is 
a fine balance of power between parties on contro- 
versial legislation. 


These questions have been debated as amendments 
to the federal government’s Electoral Bill. Shagari 
wrote to the Speaker of the House of Representatives 
last month, requesting that some of the amendments 
be dropped because they might threaten the founda- 
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tions of ‘‘our young political system’’. It is unlikely 
that he will be heeded. But FEDECO has warned that 
if parliament does not speedily conclude debate on 
the Bill, the 1983 elections may have to be postponed, 
since arrangements depend on the new legislation. 

The NPN is pointing with some glee to the lack of 

cohesion among its opponents, but it is itself in 
disarray. There has been some disquiet about the 
northern bias of the ruling party. To introduce a 
more equitable geographical distribution, there is to 
be ‘‘zoning’’, meaning that the percentage votes cast 
for the NPN in various areas will determine the 
number of delegates each area is entitled to send to 
the convention, which will nominate the presidential 
candidate. Officially, this is intended as an incentive 
for local parties to exert themselves during local elec- 
tions, since it has been taken for granted until 
recently that Shagari would stand for office again. 
He is allowed two terms. But the acid test would 
come when Shagari’s successor is chosen: ‘‘If the 
presidential pendulum does not swing to the south, 
then there will be trouble’? — to quote a senior 
politician. This might arise before Shagari’s second 
term ends in 1987. The NPN Senate leader, Dr 
Olusola Saraki, whose own ambitions are openly 
discussed in Lagos, recently stressed that the NPN 
had yet to nominate Shagari for a second term. The 
NPN’s national secretary, Alhaji Suleiman Takuma, 
confirmed that the decision on the nomination for 
the presidency had been postponed for a year, and 
that no candidate has yet been ratified for 1983. 

Saraki, of course, is a southerner, and top-level 
support for him was recently voiced in connection 
with his battle for power in his home state, Kwara, 
where he is opposed by the governor, Adamu Atta, 
(AC Vol 22 No 23). The NPN’s national chairman, 
Chief Adisa Akinloye — another southerner — 
recently warned the Kwara NPN that any of its 
members, regardless of seniority, who acted 
divisively ‘‘at this crucial time’’ would be disciplined. 
At the same time he praised Saraki for being ‘‘calm 
in spite of some provocative activities against the 
party by some members’’. In fact, several leading 
Kwara NPN figures, including defence minister 
Alhaji Akanbi Oniyangi, have been suspended from 
the Kwara party as a result of the quarrel. Oniyangi 
made his loyalties clear in December when he 
declared that he would support Governor Atta in his 
attempt to run for a second term. If Atta or Oniyangi 
were to be reprimanded by the NPN on a national 
level for their opposition to Saraki, they might seek 
their political careers outside the party. 

If the polarisation between the conservative NPN 
and its allies and the comparatively progressive 
Opposition groups continues, Nigeria would be 
heading for a two-party system @ 





CENSUS PHILOSOPHY CONFERENCE ADVISES GOVERNMENT 


Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in English 13 Feb 82 p 16 


[Article by Olu Adebayo] 


(Text ] 
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THE Federal Government 
has been called upon to de- 
emphasise the population 
factor in the distribution of 
revenues and projects in 
order to depoliticise the 
census issue. 

The call was contained in a- 
communiqué is$ued at the end 
of thé five-day National Con-_ 
ference on the Philosphy of 
Population census held at the 
Conference Centre of. the 
University of Ibadan recently. — 

The conference also suggested 
that thé number of represen- . 
tatives in the national and state 
assemblies be frozen at their cur- 
rent levels and beyond thé 
next census to enable an effective 
check to be carried oui on figures 
arrived at. 

The conference emphasised the 
need for adequate population cen- 
sus data about the size and cer- 


‘tain social, egonomic and 


demographic characteristics of 
the country's population in order 
to ensure a more effective plann- 
ing for the country. 

It therefore advised that the 
National Population Commission 
(NPC) should not only pursue the 
issue of another census but 
should also initiate programmes 
for the effective take-off of a com- 

lsory system of registration of 

irths and deaths as well as 
periodic monitoring of growth 
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rales of the population through 
sample survey. 

__.It said further that it was 
necessary to embark ‘on -a 
vigorous information and public 


ightenment programmie on a 


nation-wide basis to disabuse the 
minds of the public and direct 
their attention to the proper 
meaning and utility services of 
population census data in 
Nigeria’. 


In another development the 
chairman of the National Popula- 


_tion Commission, Alhaji Abdul- 


Raman Okene, has said that the 
commission could not operate ef- 
fectivily because of lack of funds. 

Alhaji Abdul-Raham told the 
Senate Committee on Public Ser- 
vices that the reduction in the 
1982 capital estimate of the Com- 
mission from 47 million Naira to5 
million Naira was not in the in- 
terest of ‘ a reliable, reputable 
and acceptable census’. 

The commission, said that 
nothing could be done in respect 
of the proposals for this year 
because of the reduction. He ap- 
peajed lo the committee to make 
adequate funds available to 
the commission to enable it to 
fulfil its programmes. 


_ Asked to comment on the slash 
in budget estimates of the com- 
mission, the Federal Director of 
Budget. Chief Theophilus 
Akinyele, said that there was no 
justification for the 47 million 
Naira requested by the commis- 
sion. 
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IRON ORE FROM ITAPE MINE TO SAVE FOREIGN EXCHANGE 


Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in English 9 Feb 82 ppl, 2 


[Article by Omafume Amurun] 


Samet MINISTER of Mines and Power, Alhaji Ibrahim Hassan has said 
that the country would had saved a lot of foreign exchange from 
the importation of iron ore for the Aladja Steel Piant if adequate at-. 
tention had been paid to the Itape mines. ete. 

Speaking to the New Nigerian in Lagos at the _ According to him, during 
weekend, Alhaji Ibrahim explained that if mining pod wer, ae year, the 
at-itape had started earlier, there would have been mire «ag enceuae es 
‘lo. need to.import iron ore ee — were establishment ‘aon. 

surplus deposits of ore there.-: -: -~.. maintenance of mines 

‘ Asked why mining did not start sdie, the minigter reclamation in Plateau, 
replied that ‘it was the fault of the original planners.’ Bauchi and Kaduna states. 

He stated that the current importation of iron ore was Bone eee go! ted 
temporary and would be phased out as soon as full el oi ak es Sale 
production began at Itape mines in Kwara State. mining companies in Ningi, 

At. present, the Aladja exploration activities in the Lame and Toro areas with 
Steel Plant uses iron ore country...’ : the government. 
imported from Guinea. The . |. Already; he. said, tin, He added that it had been 
plant would utilise over 1.5. columbite, iron ore, copper Tealised that co-operation 
million metres of ore per | and other solid minerals_ of the government and 
annum. had been ‘discovered in private sector was very 

Earlier, Alhaji Hassan. Bauchi State by the peo in the developmeni 
had announced that his Geological Survey Depart: and continuing growth and 
nesceudh would. intensify ment and some private ——™ of the mining in- 
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BRIEFS 


ID CARDS SOON--Arrangements have been completed for the opening of state branch 
offices of the Ministry of Internal Affairs in respect of the issuance of the iden- 
tity cards. Minister of Internal Affairs, Professor Iya Abubakar disclosed this in 
Lagos to the House Committee on Internal Affairs while defending his ministry's 
budget estimates for 1982. According to him, recruitment of staff in all the state 
offices of the ministry was now being undertaken by the ministry to make the na- 


tional I.D. policy a reality. [Text] [Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in English 13 Feb 82 
p 16) 
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REUNION 


PROPOSITION TO CREATE TWO DEPARTMENTS HIT 
Saint Denis TEMOIGNAGES in French 5, 6 Jan 82 
{5 Jan 82 p 4] 


[Article by Claude Hoarau: "Decentralization. The Right's Mad Idea of Creating Two 
Departments in Reunim. Anything at all to Try to Justify a Maneuver for Political 
Survival."] 


[Text] The right's proposal to create two departments in 
Reunion rests on a certain number of considerations that 
deserve analysis. Giving the appearance of earnestness, 
they reveal the disarray that presently characterizes those 
who have governed for years without sharing power and who 
realize that things are now going to change. 


Among those considerations, one of the more striking is: "Advantage must be taken 

of decentralization to achieve a full and complete harmonization of the texts governing 
the DOM [Overseas Department] and Reunion in particular with those which pertain to 
the departments of the Mother. Country." 


In order to meet the aspirations of the regions and to keep the promises made by the 
president of the republic, the government is proposing a reform tailored to allow 
the administration of the regions according to their particular needs. In this 
Situation, the right would like to take advantage of this reform to “integrate” 
Reunion even more, and to expound a system identical with that of the mother country 
departments, when today no one with any sense denies the specific needs of Reunion. 


And what if the government were to choose this course? What if it were to decide to 
abolish the Decrees of April 1960--those very decrees on which the right today is 
putting its bill forward? What if, furthermore, it were to abrogate the particular 
powers of the prefect, especially with regard to prices? And what if it decided to 
do away with dock dues, as being contrary to community regulations and basing them- 
selves on the fact that "it is necessary to harmonize the texts which govern the DOM 
and those of the mother country," etc.? 


In fact, this consideration reveals the extent of the gap separating the concerns of 
the right from those of the government. — 
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Permanent Disorientatim 


Another argument in the right's bill has to do with Corsica which has been endowed 
with two departments: this argument calls for sane comment on our part. 


Let us first remind those who would like to compare our country with Corsica, that 
although the latter has a smaller population than ours, it is 34 times larger, with 
its 8,722 km2, than Reunion. 


With such an area, Corsica has well above the average land area for a French depart- 
ment, whereas Reunion, with its 2500 km represents not even half of the average area 
of these departments. 


Must one also emphasize that the creation of two departments in Corsica, even if it 
Suited the purposes of the Corsican leading citizens supporting the politics of the 
government of the period, was considered nothing more than a gadget put forward by 
Giscard to conceal the extent of the Corsican problem? 


Moreover, none of the counselors at the county council could say how the creation 
of two departments in Corsica has helped in the solution of the problems facing the 
count ry. 


Finally, it is interesting that those who are trying to frighten public opinion as 
to the risk that Reunion may withdraw from French conmon law--as if it had been 
within it before--are today attempting to latch on co the Corsican plan, at a time 
when completely specific decentralization is achieved for this island. The local 
right is as out to lunch as ever! , 


Cofession of Their Failure 


The authors of the bill want to justify it socicecmomically and psychologically; so 
they advance arguments that are a confession of the failure of their policies oer 
25 years. “Besides the fact that the increase in our population would in itself jus- 
tify the creation of a second department, and besides the fact that we are undoubtedly 
one of the few French departments to have so few communes, it must likewise be 
recognized that the mountainous terrain of the island sometimes requires, if not 
theoretically frequently in practice, a certain partitioning between the north on 
the one hand and the south on the other. So it is, and it must be admitted, that 
the population of some localities in the south sometimes feel themselves excluded 
from the advantages which it cmsiders reserved for inhabitants of the capital or of 
other communes in the northern region. 


Thus sane lines of communication do not always play their part in an effective 
manner when it is a matter, for example, of putting into practice this or that policy 
determined by the government or the locally elected authorities. 


Thus, furthermore, from the fact that all administrative machinery is concentrated in 
a single zone of the island, stems the continvi-. 2nd increasing imbalance which we 
have observed over a period of several years a € which is mly getting worse. It 
does go on without the concomitant traditional evils: the concentration of areas 

of unemployment, the depopulation of the countryside, the proletarianization of the 
large cities, lack of interest on the part of young people in working the soil which 
nevertheless in Reuniqm remains the number one productive sector." Incredible but 
true, one might say. 
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Pretext 


Here are people who have governed Reunion for 33 years--since 1949. They have had to 
absorb major demographic growth and they never considered that "the population 
growth" justified the creation of a second department! Yet it is precisely at the 
point where emigration, birth cmtrol, and the decline in the fertility rate are 
leading to a stabilization in demographic flux that they dare to use the pretext of 
population increase to try to justify their maneuver for political survival. 


Also incredible is this denunciation of the establishment of all governmental 
machinery in a single region, when it is this same rightist majority which has 
opposed all the proposals the left has made to decentralize this machinery to the 
south or west. 


When the Communists proposed making a Cultural Center at Tampm, who opposed it if 
not the rightist majority? 


When the PCR [Reunion Communist Party] proposed that the new Cultural Center be 

built outside St-Denis, who rejected our proposal and decided to build it in this city 
where anything at all has been put anywhere at all, without a general concept of the 
St-Denis area? Who, but the rightist majority? Did not this samemajority say 
mockingly to Paul Verges: "We are going to decentralize. You will get the prison 

at Port?" 


A Great Lie 


With regard to the evils which the authors of the bill denounce, one would have to 
want to deceive the people of Reunion to say that unemployment, the depopulation of 
the countryside, the proletarianization of the large cities and the lack of interest 
of young people in working the soil are the consequences of the existence of a single 
Gepartment. It is a huge lie. 


All these evils are the consequences of the policies pursued by the right in our 
country for the last 3 decades. 


The rural exodus, denounced by our party for more than 5 years, is the result of the 
collapse of the growers' buying power (geranium crises, the despoiling of the cane 
growers since the perfidious Fedecanne agreement of 1969, the destruction of tradi- 
tional family upbringing). It is also the result of inadequate provisions for the 
rural areas that the plan for the development of the elevated areas, belatedly adopted, 
cannot hope to stem. 


Young people's lack of interest in farming has nothing to do with the existence of a 
Single departinent. It is evident just as much in the elevated areas in the east or 
near St-Denis as in the elevated areas in the south. One cannot praise to the skies 
a Western type of life style and oe cannot constantly glorify this "model" without 
believing that the latter will not end up being a snare and delusion for the young 
people of our traditional rural society. This too is the consequence of the policies 
of the right with its peddlers of delusion. 
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A New Policy Is Possible 


It is deriding the people of Reunion to write: "Under these conditions, it is 
evident that to correct this one-sided development, a second pole of development 
must be created by setting up a second prefecture which wauld be established at 
Saint-Pierre, taking into account the driving force this commune could provide for 
the region." 


We are among those who believe that the southern region has no need of a prefecture 
to undergo econamic development in new conditions. In this matter, it is entirely a 
question of political will. It is this political will that has been lacking. 


Tomorrow, it will not be lacking. 


Tomorrow, when regional reform will have been achieved, when the people of Reunion 
will have confirmed their desire for change, in the unity of Reunion a.:i its people, 
a new political course will be possible. 


[6 Jan 82 p 7] 


[Article by Claude Hoareau: "The Right's Mad Idea of Creating a Second Department 
in Reunion. It IS a Bad Move. It Would Be a Low Blow to the Unity of the People of 
Reunian"] 


[Text] We saw yesterday that the right is proposing to create 

a second department in Reunion with a single goal in mind: to 
try to ensure the political survival of these men who have dame 
so much harm to our country by supporting the operations of 

the former regime. Today, let us examine what the consequences 
of such a creatiom would be, stressing our conviction that the 
government will not allow itself to be intimidated ky this crude 
maneuver. | 


Here is the text of the right's bill. 
"First article: Two Departments are created in the territory of Reunion which are 
named respectively the Department of Northern Reunion and the Department of Southern 


Reunion. 


The Department of Northern Reunion comprises the communes which aqurrently belong to 
the districts of St-Denis and Saint-Benoit. 


The Department of Southern Reunion comprises the communes which belong to the 
districts of Saint-Paul and Saint-Pierre. 


The Department of Reuniqm is abolished. 
If such a bill were passed, it would be a low blow to Reunion. 


The majority of the population would be enclosed in the southern department (275,000 
out of 500,000] i.e., in the poorer department. 
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With respect to administrative machinery, they would have to start from scratch, in 
a department where the contributive capacity will be lower than in the other. They 
say they want to improve the lot of the people of southern Reunion; the course they 
are proposing to follow would lead to greater difficulties for them. 


In its-patrimony, the northern department will have all the buildings of St-Denis, 
the new Port, and the Gillot airport which will again be modernized. It will have 
the extensive industrial areas of St-Denis and the port. | 


On the other side of the Galets River, the southern department will be made up of 
those large towns of the west and south where misery, shantytowns and unemployment 
hold sway. 


These towns will not even be able to count on agriqlture, which is subject to the 
serious difficulties one is familiar with. 


Even if state and regional subsidies were allocated on a prorata basis according to 
population, the southern department, because of the poverty of its resources compared 
wit’ those in the north, would have to suffer a position of inferiority for decades. 
That .ould provoke an antagonism between the two regions of our country that really 
does not exist today. 


Is this what these men who persist in fostering a divisive atmosphere in our country 
are after? 


We, for our part, say no! They are not going to give our cowntry and its unity this 
low blow, which would entail sericus consequences for Reunion and its people. 


Confronting Future Generations 


What is most incredible is that the right imagines that if this were to take place, 
things would run smoothly for them! That really is shortsighted politics. 


For these people, who have served their own interests in serving those of the for- 
mer regime, there is no future now that their:big bosses and other "daddies" 

have been chased from power in France and are comdemned to cross the desert. There 
are no administrative means to save them when their term is up. 


If we in the Communist Party were unscrupulous politicians, w would say to the 
right: "Go ahead with your two departments.” 


The reform would not be possible, taking into accaint the customary debates, before 
1983. Now, there is no doubt that the municipal elections will show a strengthening 


of the position of the left, at least as a consequence of the introduction of the 
vote proportional to a certain number of communes. 


The first consequence of the creation of the two departments would be the dis- 
missal from office of the three deputies. One cannot imagine a deputy of two 
departments at the same time. 
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Debre, now, the elected candidate of the east, was not elected by the inhabitec ts 
of Ste-Rose and of Plaine des Palmistes.. 


Fontaine, in his district, has Port and Possession which would be in the northern 
department. 


In his district, Bertile has Ste-Rose and Plaine des Palmistes which would be in 
northern Reunion. 


Furthermore, inasmuch as there is no department with a single deputy to set up two 
districts in each department and then proceed to new legislative elections. 


Analysis of the electoral situation in the four districts indicates that the left, 
and particularly our party, would be capable of carrying off all four seats in the 
course of municipal elections. The right, which did not want anything to do with a 
Communist deputy, would find itself confronting two or three elected candidates fran 
the PCR. 


That would be an interesting situation for us, but we refuse to pay the price of 
sacrificed unity of our country and people. 


As a responsible party, accountable before future generations “or the future of this 
country of Reunion, we say: a single people, a single department, a single region, 
and a single assembly to guarantee the people of Reunion a better future. 


Three Admissions by the Two-departmentalists 


The last paragraph of the report on reasons for the right's bill for a second de- 
partment is worth pausing to considex:. Here is the text: 


"Finally, compared with the sometimes sterile quarrels which 
have arisen recently, particularly at the announcement of the 
proposal of the bill relating to decentralization, it is cer- 
tain that the creation of a second department in Reunion will 
have the effect of calming all fears and of silencing defeatist 
arguments. As amatter of fact, there will no longer be any 
reason, not a single ore, to reject the straightforward appli- 
cation of the same decentralizing measures advocated for the 
metropolitan area: two departments, one region, Reunion will 
then be administered on the same model as any other region of 
France." 


In this paragraph there are several admissions. The first is 
that all the uproar made ower a supposed menace to the citizenry 
is only "sterile quarrels.” We are not the ones who said it. 

It was the authors of the bill, and the General and Social 
Affairs Canmission, and the majority of its members approwed. 
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The second admission is that the wind of defeat is blowing on 
the right; "defeatist arguments” must be silenced, it says. 
When we wrote that fear of defeat actuates the right, we did not 
think that they would go so far toward admitting it. 


Finally, considering that the creation of a second department 
would mean that there would no longer be any reason to reject 
the enforcement of decentralization, the right indicates that 
its sole concern is indeed to maintain one or two asseiiiblies 

of leading citizens chosen on the basis of patronage and begin 
ning with cantons, so as to retain--perhaps--a majority there, 
and to be able to oppose the regional assembly; the latter would 
be elected ona proportional basis and undoubtedly with a 
leftist majority. 


Why Not Three, Four or Five Departments "To Create Jobs?" 


The argument that the right considers decisive in its battle for 
the creation of a second department is that of employment 
According to them, a second department with a prefecture at 
St-Pierre will result in the creation of thousands of jobs! One 
wonders whether one shculd take seriously such statements as 
those contained in the statement of the basis for the bill: 


"Furthermore, there is another element that must be put forward, 
and that is che fact that the setting up of a second series of 
exterior services for the ministries will have the effect of 
creating some 3,000 primary jobs and about 15,000 jobs if se- 
condary jobs are included. In the present camtext of the 
employment situation in Reunion, it is an element that we do not 
have the right to ignore. 


On this subject, we must immediately forestall the argument which 
says that the result will be the arbitrary and inordinate in- 
flation of a tertiary sector that is already very large since, 
and the example of Corsica is there to demonstrate the fact, 
there will not necessarily be an excessive increase in the 
expenses of the administration; it will just be a matter of 
restoring the balance between two sectors of a single region." 


In this argument there is an evident camtradiction. Either 
administrative jobs will be created and there will be inordinate 
inflation of the tertiary sector; or the balance between two 
sectors in a single region is restored in which case there 

will be no creation of a large number of jobs. 
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Unless the authors of the bill hope to induce us to believe 
that the creation of a second department will result in the 
creation of 15,000 productive jobs. Of course we expect proof 
of that. In that case we will have found the solution to the 
unemployment problem in our country. To solve it, all that we 
would have to do would be to create not two but three, four or 
five departments in our country. 


In reality, no ome can believe that the solution to the employ- 
ment problem can lie in a decision to modify the administrative 
organization of the country. What we need is a change of 
policies. 
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SENEGAMBTIA 


PDS POLITICAL BUREAU MEMBER'S RESIGNATION 
Dakar LE SOLEIL in French 14 Jan 82 p 4 


[Text] We have received the fuiiowing statement from 
Mr Papa Kebe (BP No 88-Thiaroye-Gare, Dakar) in which 
on 5 January, he resigned from the PDS [Senegalese Dui 
cratic Party]. 


I, a founding member of the PDS in 1974; member of the Political Bureau since the 
first congress, the constitutional convention of Kaolack; a federal political 
chief of Cap-Vert's District 2, residing at Thiaroye-Gare; president of the third 
section of the second federation of Pikine at Thiaroye; preside’t of the Kebemer 
Islamic Group which includes all the natives of Kebemer who called on Mr Wade to 
enter the UPS [Senegalese Progressive Union] arena in 1969--have decided to 
resign from that political party (the PDS) for the following reasons: 


(a) The party is founded on the principle of winning power democratically and 
not through forcing change in the system. Now Mr Wade, answerizg * question from 
a JEUNE AFRIQUS journalist, says that the principle of democracy is no longer 
possible in Senegal; 


(b) The doctrine of the party is based on labor socialism. Now Mr Wade says 
that it is working for socialism and liberalism; 


(c) It is obvious today that Mr Wade is up to something when he sends militants 
for guerrilla training in Libya with the aim of destabilizing the regime and 
consequently spilling Senegalese blood, seemingly ignoring the fact that only 
God has the right to decide men's fate. 


Mr Wade's desperate and blind ambition to come to power by any means possible 
frightens me and requires me to part ways with him. He, and he alone, has sown 
the wind; and he alone will reap the whirlwind. So I say again, I am resigning 
from the PDS, starting today, to take my place in the PS [Socialist Party] in 
order to support the president in his difficult task of bringing about the 
economic and social recovery of the country for the benefit of the Senegalese 
people as a whole, who are dedicated to justice and peace. 


9516 
CSO: 4719/495 


56 





SENEGAMBTIA 


LAST YEAR SAID TO HAVE BEEN DIFFICULT BECAUSE OF PRICE INCREASES 
Dakar LE POLITICIEN in French No 74, Jan 82 p ll 


[Text] The year 1981 was a hard one for the Senegalese people, who saw an alarm 
ing increase in the cost of living. The price of most mass consumption commodi- 
ties climbed "in Habib VI proportions" [presumably a reference to Habib Thian, 
premier], while wages stayed put. Wallets became thinner and there was less in 
the housewife's shopping basket. 


We are told that the price of vegetable oil did not increase, but that to get 
good peanut oil that used to cost 295 francs it is necessary to pay 395 francs 
or be satisfied with the vegetable oil that has recently been put on the shelves. 
In effect, it was a 34 percent increase. 


A can of tomato concentrate went from 975 to 1,250 francs, and lump sugar from 
260 to 325, which respectively amount to 18.5 and 25 percent increases. 


Meat officially went up from 500 to 600 francs (beef) and from 650 to 700 
(mutton). These prices are only theoretical. In practice, meat costs between 
700 and 1,000 francs. 


Soap took a fine little jump. The 750-gram bar which on 31 December 1980 sold 
for 143 francs is now posted at 168 francs, but in reality costs 180 francs. 


So we finally come to gasoline, which has beat all records: regular went up from 
160 to 225 francs, while premium increased from 170 to 265, that is, inflation 
rates of 59.5 percent and 56 percent. And it had repercussions over the entire 
transportation sector. 


These are the first results of the administration of Habib VI, who has neverthe- 
less not said a word. And we fear for the year ahead. His minister of financial 
and economic affairs has in effect promised that "the year 1982 wil? be as hard" 
as the one just past. In the name of economic recovery. Thus, the government of 
Habib VI intends to restore the financial health of the state by putting holes in 
the people's wallets while calling on them to make even more efforts. It is cun- 
ning, but it is not at all certain that our people, who are not children, will 
continue to accept it. And the time is not far off when the people will say no 
to endless price increases. Then it will be a real donnybrook. 
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SOMALTA 


INTERVIEW WITH SDSF OFFICIAL "UMAR SALAR 'ILMA 
Beirut AL-HURRIYAH in Atabic No 1041, 23 Nov 81 pp 32-33 


[Interview with 'Umar Salad by AL-HURRIYAH: "Opposition Spreads and Ruling Power 
Is Falling Apart"; date and place not specified] : 


[Text] Siad Barre's authority is weakening and falling apart more and more, while 
the country is rapidly drawing close to famine. The opposition is spreading to the 
political agencies of the regime and currently includes various parties within the 
government. The forces of the opposition have among themselves formed the Somali 
Democratic Salvation Front. 


AL-HURRIYAH had an interview with Comrade ‘Umar Salad 'Ilmi, previous assistant secre- 
tary general of the ruling Somali Socialist Revolutionary Party and one of the leaders 
of the opposition, who recently left Mogadishu to joing the Somali Democratic Salva- 
tion Front. 


Comrade ‘Umar first told us how he left his country: 


We were five people. We had decided to leave the country in compliance with a deci- 
sion issued by the forces of the opposition related to the Democratic Salvation front 
in order to meet the requirements of our action abroad. We previously operated under- 
ground at home. The five of us left the country while others remained at their posts. 


The five peopie in question are 'Umar Salad ‘Ilmi, assistant secretary general of 

the ruling party; ‘Abdallah Muhammad Hasan, member of the People's Council and of 

the central committee of the party, in charge of the party cadres’ training depart- 
ment; along with the three other party cadres, aamely: 'Uthman Warsama Salih, member 
of the central committee of the Somali Revolution's Youth Federation and an official 
working at the headquarters of the central committee; Sahrah ‘Abdallah Farih, a female 
cadre of the party and member of the central committee of the Youth Organization; 

and Ahmad ‘Abbas Ahmad, lecturer at the National Somali University and an active 
politician. 


Background of the Situation 


[Question] Is is possible to give us a picture of the situation in Somalia? 
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[Answer] I must first of all give you an idea of the background, and I shall then 
tell you about the present situation. A military coup led by Siad Barre took place 
in 1969 when the situation in Somalia was at its worst. That is why the people sup- 
ported that coup, particularly because it was accompanied by progressive and revo- 
lutionary slogans. Progressive and revolutionary forces knew that Siad Barre was 

no socialist, but they tried to guide the coup toward the sound democratic and socialist 
path. The revolution subsequently took some progressive steps such as nationaliza- 
tions of the private sector and the establishment of the public sector at home, as 
well as an anti-imperialist foreign policy. However, Siad Barre's personal and dic- 
tatorial policy progressively started leaning towards the right, ultimately reaching 
its apex when war was declared against the Ethiopian revolution. The declaration 

of war against the Ethiopian revolution took place when that rightist trend reached 

a critical point. The purpose of this war was to deal a fatal blow to both Ethiopian 
and Somali revolutionaires by overthrowing the Ethiopian revolution and annihilating 
socialist and revolutionary tendencies in Somalia. 


The progressive forces tried to prevent Barre from starting the war, but he refused 
and went along with the imperialist advices inviting him to seize the opportunity 

to strike Ethiopia at the very start of its revolution. What was the result? Somalia 
lost the war, its army disintegrated, and the country entered an unprecedented state 

of ruin. In addition to this, that war once again tied Somalia to the wheel of imperi- 
alism. 


Dreadful Slump of Economic Conditions 
[Question] What is the present economic situation of Somalia? 


[Answer] Mass famine was the consequence of the war and the economic policies which 
followed it. The inflation rate went up beyond 500 percent. According to the statis- 
tics of the World Bank, the per capita income reached a critical low--$100 or the 
equivalent of 600 Somali shillings--while house rentals reached hundreds of shillings. 
The price of one kilogram of rice went up to 25 shillings, whereas it previously 
amounted to 6 shillings. Oil increased from 7.5 shillings, beans from 3 shillings 

to 40 shillings, and so forth. 


The ;:ublic sector went completely bankrupt. The recommendations of the World Bank 

to improve the status of the currency and the economy aim at making this tragic situa- 
tion worse. The World Bank actually recommended economic relaxation, the devaluation 
of the shilling, and the discontinuation of the public sector. So much for the economy! 
With reference to the domestic policy, Siad Barre has plunged the country into a 

swampt of despotim, terrorism, tribai conflicts and fights. Hundreds of thousands 

have fled the country, while many thousands have been put in jail without trial, 

from all social strata including executive officials, civil servants, military people, 
workers and students. There is no freedom whatsoever.... In spite of that, the 

ruling authority still pretends that it is socialist! 


Inconsistencies Within the Government 


[Question] Comrade ‘Umar, can you give us an idea of the inconsistencies existing 
within the government? 














[Answer] Siad Barre had to turn against all the basic governmental institutions 

when he found that there existed a strong opposition. The People's Council and the 
central committee of the ruling party had refused to let American military bases 

be established in the country. We also refused to support the Camp David agreements. 
That was why Siad Barre took personal decisions regarding those questions. In spite 
of the fact that it was Siad Barre himself who had selected the members of the central 
committee and the People's Council, most of them were opposed to both his domestic 
and foreign policy for various reasons. Some opposed it on account of deviation 

from the socialist line, and others owing to competition for influence and personal 
reasons. The sessions of those institutions have been suspended for a year, and 
Barre has become the only ruling institution! In order to be able to rule, he has 
placed his relatives in all the institutions, and particularly in the army. In spite 
of that, you still can say that Barre's policy has to face a tremendous opposition, 
and that his actual power is restricted to some towns. 


Salvation Front 
[Question] What can you tell us about the Salvation Front? 


[Answer] The people of Somalia has decided to fight against the dictatorial rule 
and its policy. That is why the fronts of the opposition, both at home and abroad, 
had created the Somali National Salvation Front, which is an armed front, the Demo- 
cratic Front for the Liberation of Somalia, the Somali Workers' Party, the Somali 
National Movement. 


After various attempts, the first three organizations got together and united their 
forces through the creation of the Somali Democratic Salvation Front, in order to 
accelerate the overthrow of the dictatorial rule. If you ask me why Siad Barre has 
remained in power up to now in spite of the people's resentment against him and of 
the spreading opposition, I must tell you that Siad Barre is still there by reason 
of his abundant bloodshed and fearful violence. 


We p rsonally hope that the Somali Democratic Salvation Front will take steps in 
order to accelerate the actual overthrow of Barre so that freedom and dignity may 
be returned to the people, and Somali may assume a position opposed to imperialism 
and Camp David. 


2693 
CSO: 4504/117 


54 











SOMALIA 


SDSF=DFLP JOINT COMMUNIQUE 
Beirut AL-HURRIYAH in Arabic No 1041, 23 Nov 81, p 33 
[Article: "Somali-Palestinian Joint Commmique"] 


[Text] At the invitation of the central committee of the Democratic Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine, a delegation of the Somali Democratic Salvation Front came 

to visit the DFLP, and both sides conducted talks dealing with the relationship between 
both parties, as well as the fighting bonds existing between both the Somali and 
Palestinian peoples. On the Somali side, the talks were attended by Comrade 'Abdurrah- 
man 'Aydid, member of the executive committee of the Democratic Salvation Front and 
head of the delegation, along with Comrades 'Umar Salad 'Ilmi, ‘Abdallah Muhammad 
Husayn, and other comrades. On the side of the Democratic Front for the Liberation 

of Palestine, the talks were attended by Comrade Nayif Hawatimah, secretary general 

of the Democratic Front for the Liberation of Palestine and member of the politbureau 
of the party, along with Comrades Abu ‘Adnan and Taysir Khalid. 


A joint communique was published at the end of the talks. In this communique, the 
Somali expressed its support and assistance in favor of the Palestinian people's 
struggle for its legitimate rights to return to its home land, decide on its own 
destiny, and have an independent state under the leadership of the Liberation Organi- 
zation, which is the sole legitimate organizationof the people of Palestine. The 
Palestinian side also expressed its support in favor of the Somali people's struggle 
under the leadership of the Somali Democratic Salvation Front aimed at overthrowing 
Mohamed Siad Barre's dictatorial regime in Mogadishu and establish a national demo- 
cratic government which will bring Somalia back to the fold of the Arab resistance 
and opposition forces. 


Both sides condemned the suspicious Arab propagandas conducted by the Arab reaction 

in order to put an end to isolation from Sadatist Egypt and the Camp David agree- 
ments. They also condemned the "Bright Star" joint military maneuvers undertaken 

by the United States with the cooperation of the regimes of apathy and treason in 
Egypt, the Sudan, Somalia and Oman. They consider these maneuvers as a direct aggres- 
sion against the Libyan Jamahiriyah and the countries of the resistance, as well 

as a direct occupation of Arab territories. 


The communique furthermore attacked the so-called multinational force in Sinai, which 
they consider as being tantamount to a world imperialist occupation under the 
leadership of the United States with the cooperation of the countries of Western 
Europe. 
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Both sides confirmed their full solidarity with the struggle of the Arab peoples 

in the Sudan, Oman and the Western Sahara, as well as their joint desire to develop 
and consolidate mutual relations between themselves since this is in the interest 
of the joint struggle of their respective peoples as well as the people of the Arab 
nation. 
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SOMALIA 


SOMALI PRESS CONFERENCE REPORTED 
Beirut AL-HURRIYAH in Arabic No 1041, 23 Nov 81 p 33 
[Article: "Somali Delegation's Press Conference" ] 


[Text] "We condemn the American military intervention in the internal affairs of 
Egypt, the Sudan, Somalia and Oman under the cover of the current military maneuvers. 
We also publicly reject and condemn all the peacemaking plans represented by the 
Camp David agreements and all the other projects concerning their implementation, 
including the so-called Fahd plan, which fails to acknowledge the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organization as being the sole legitimate representative of the Palestinian 
people, and calls for the recognition of Israel in the first place." 


This is a quotation from the press conference held last week by the representatives 

of the Somali Democratic Salvation Front at the central information of the Democratic 
Front for the Liberation of Palestine in Beirut. The Somali Front, whose formation 
is recent, introduced itself and presented a summary of its political program regarding 
domestic, economic, social and foreign affairs. It also described the circumstances 
through which Somalia currently goes under Siad Barre's dictatorial regime. 


The tasks defined by the program, and which the Front currently struggles in order 
to accomplish at home, include the liquidation of the manifestations and institu- 
tions of the present regime, and the replacement of the latter with a national demo- 
cratic regime, as well as the liquidation of American bases in Somalia and letting 
the masses enjoy all forms of democratic freedom. 


With reference to foreign policy, the Front struggles in order to establish permanent 
peace between the countries of the African Horn on the bases and principles of neigh- 
borliness, peaceful coexistence and respect of national sovereignty. The Front also 
supports the struggle of the Palestinian people in order to recover its national 
rights, starting with the establishment of an independent state on its national soil 
under the leadership of the PLO. Apart from this, the Somali Front expressed its 
thanks to the Democratic Front for the Liberation of Palestine “which has partici- 
pated and played an important part--since the very beginning--in the unification 
talks" between the various leftist forces of the opposition in Somalia, which culmi- 
nated the announcement of the creation of the National Salvation Front. 
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REACTION TO MUGABE OUSTER OF NKOMO GIVEN 
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{Editorial: 


{Text ] 


Carry On] 


WE WONDER what Lord Carry-on-selling- 
the-White-man-down-the-river Carring- 
ton is going to do now that the house of 
cards he built at Lancaster House is col- 
lapsing. 

All that tommy-rot a couple of years back 
about democracy in Zimbabwe, and the 
Whites having their .ights entrenched in 
the constitution, and the Blacks living 
happily ever after in a non-racial parad- 
ise. 

Oh, what a luvverly picture Lord C painted 
when he pressured Mrs Thatcher at the 
Lusaka Commonwealth conference into 
selling out what was then Rhodesia. 

We warned him at the time that the end 
result would be that Mr Mugabe would 
gain power by intimidation at the polls, 
and that afterwards there would be no 
hope for the Whites — and none for the 
moderate Blacks, either. 

But who were we to tell Lord C anything? 
The great White Master in Whitehall 
knew all the answers. Weren’t the British 
colonisers in Africa? Didn’t they forecast 
the winds of change that were going to 
blow across the continent? Didn’t they 
hand over their Protectorates to the 
Blacks, leaving them awfully poor but 
free to do their own thing (if their new 
Black rulers let them). 


And now the crunch has come in Zim- 


babwe. 

Mr Mugabe is turning the screws on the 
Whites, in ways we have mentioned on 
more than one occasion. And they’re 
quitting by the thousands. 


58 


But Lord C shrugs that off. 

“Just the normal post-independence prob- 
lems, old boy,” we can imagine him say- 
ing. “You see, we do expect democracy 
from those blighters in Pretoria ... a 
free Press and all that ... and let the 
Blacks have the vote and take over, Mr 
Boater. \ 

“But we forgive the Black Prime Ministers 
for any indiscretions, my deah fellow. 
After all, they aren’t really up to democ- 
racy as we know it ... Something to do 
with the bush and their not having it at 
the breast, if you know what I mean. 

“So if Mugabe slings that Stuttaford chap, 
that Member of Parliament, into jail and 
tortures him, well, you know how it is in 
the bush war. One does get a bit bush- 
whacky. 

“Anyway, it's no good Stuittaford’s friends 
complaining to us. We’re not involved. 
We can’t tell Mugabe what he must do, 
old man. He’s really running the show, 
not us. 

“You think that since we helped to put, 
Mugabe in power, we should be able to 
tell him that holdipg an MP and other 
Whites in detention without trial is not 
on? 

“But goodness, my deah fellow, that would 
be interfering in the affairs of Zimbabwe 
and it’s simply not done. You say we 
don’t hesitate to do so in the case of 
South Africa, putting on ali sorts of 
pressures on the Boaters. All of them. | 

“But that’s because they’re White, you 
know, my deah chap. And the Whites o 
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South Africa must go, too, if we’re going 
to have peace, and Black rule, and n 
democracy, and Marxist socialism, and a 
one-party State in South Africa, too. 

“It will solve the whole problem. We just 
eliminate all the Whites and all Africa is 
Black. 

“Who needs democracy, when trade is 
good, and there are 200-million potential 
Black customers, and the Britis 
Raj. . er. . I mean Crown, has a bit of in 
fluence in the continent, when it hasn’ 
much influence anywhere else. 

“Oh yes, I do see that Mugabe has found 
arms caches belonging to Nkomo's party 
and former guerrillas and is pretty cross 
about it all. . 

“Might even charge Nkomo with treason. 

“Am I unhappy about what’s going on? 
Not really, old boy. I'll tell Mugabe we’re 
displeased, but we're not really angry 
with him. 

“He’s the boss, the baas as they say in 
South Africa, and what the boss says the 
rest must accept. 

“Bye, Smith. Bye, Nkomo. Bye, Stuttaford. 
Bye Muzorewa. Bye Lancaster House. 
Bye, constitution. The sun has set on Em- 
pyah and has risen over Mugabe and his 
crowd. 

“As I’ve always told Maggie: 

“If you can’t beat ’em, join ’em. And so say 


kof usin Whitehall.” 
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[Articles by Jaap Theron] 


[Text ] 


HOUSE OF AS- 
SEMBLY. — “Shock- 
ing and disgraceful — 
a matter of scandal’’ 
is how Mr David Dal- 
ling, PFP spokesman 
on Press matters, yes- 
terday opened the 
PFP’s attack on the 
Steyn Commission’s 
report on the South 
African mass media. 


Mr Dailling said, in 
the special three-hour 
debate on’ the report 
and its recommenda- 
tions, that the report 
“was a great shame for 
South Africa”. 

He said it contains a 
sophisticated opening 
piece of “climate set- 
ting” and announced 
“that a South African 
community existed”. 

“Then it defines the 
country, in which less 
than 20 percent of the 
population have a vote, 
in which people are 
banned and imprisoned 
without trial and of 
which some die, as a dy- 


namic expanding 
democracy,” he said. 
Onslaught 


He said the report 
pontificates on the 
threat ituation, the 
politics of siege, and the 
inevitable endorsement 
of the Nat belief of 
total onslaught, the 
Soviet onslaught, West- 
ern liberal groupings, a 
myriad Black move- 


ment, even priests, and 
exposes them ail as part 
of a vast and evil con- 
spiracy of world-wide 
proportions to destroy 
and decimate all that is 
good in our fair and 
badi, misunderstood 
land. 

“And for every total 
onslaught, there must 
be a total strategy, for 
how could one possibly 
go without the other?” 

Mr Dalling said the 
repurt in fact “totally” 
dealt with this “total” 
threat. 


Only four 

He said it was faci- 
nating to note that of 
the 176 individuals and 
institutions consulted, 
only 4 were ron-White. 
“thus ensuring that the 
Commission achieved 
an even balance, as is 
customary in this coun- 
try”. 

Referring to the com- 
mission's two main 
recommendations, he 
said the establishment 
of a central Press coun- 
cil and of a statutory 
register of journalits 
“to guarantee’ the 
media freedecm and in- 


dependence and to pro- | 


vide for internal con- 
trol” was nothing but a 
device which would 
have the power to repri- 
mand, punish or to de- 
bar journalists from 
writing, or to silence 
those who go too far 
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and to strike down 
those who break the 
rules of the “total stra- 
tegy.” 

Mr Daliing said no 
one asked for a register 
of jourralists. 

“Of course, there 


were precedents. Hitler 
created one years ago 


in Germany. General 
Franco introduced one 
in Spain. Mussoclini got 
it going in Italy. Papa 
Doc Duvalier saw merit 
in the concept and 
Nicuaragua has one. 
And certainly they exist 
in profusion behind the 
Iron Curtain,” he said. 

He said a coercive 
register and the sword 
of political discipline 
held in the hands of an 
ever vigilant govern- 
ment-supporting coun- 
cil, was South Africa’s 
democratic answer to 
the onslaught  con- 
ducted by the Marxists 
forces. 
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Infringement of Copyright Act Claimed 


CERTAIN aspects of 
the Steyn Commission 
report indicated that, 
prima __ facie, chere 
existed an_ infringe- 
ment of the Copyright 
Act, Mr Dave Dalling 
(PFP, Sandton) said. 

He said it appeared 
the commission had 
lifted certain passages 
in the report from a 
book, “The Rise and 
Crisis of Afrikaner 
Power’’, written by Her- 
bert Adam and Herman 
Giliomee. 

Mr  ODalling’ then 
quoted from two pass- 
ages in the book and 
two in the report which 
he said were remark- 
ably similar in intellec- 
tual thought and even 
in literary style. 

“Incredible, isn’t it, 
that a finding of a com- 
mission, after indepen- 
dent, scientific research 
and deep’ thought 
should coincide so 
exactly with the think- 
ing and even word 
choice of Messrs Adam 
and Giliomee?” 

Mr Dalling said he 
had a few questions 
firstly for the commis- 
sion und secondly for 
the Government. 

“How many other 
passages, quotations, 
opinions and findings 
have been = surrepiti- 
tiously cribbed from the 
original works of 
others? 

“How many of the 
views offered are really 
those of the commis- 


sioners? Whose opin- 
ions are whose? 


“What value car be 
placed on this report, 
which pleads Press 
freedom but which rec- 
ommends a system of 
control which will lead 
to the death of that 
freedom, a report which 
condemns _ journalists 
without hearing them 
or reading the work 
upen which the recom- 
mendation is based? 


“And finally what va- 
lue can be placed on the 
views of men who have 
borrowed them from 

thers without  ac- 

nowledgement, a re- 
port which even has 
mistakes in its errata 
list? 

“A single dishonesty 
in a document should 
destroy it. Three, and 
perhaps others undisco- 
vered, should consign it 
to where it came from. 

“I ask you, what cog- 
nisance can any honest 
academic give to the 


writings of these 
learned, unbiased com- 
missioners? 


“Academics who are 
found out in this sort of 
thing lose their jobs 
and reputations. Jour- 
nalists who plagiarise 
otiue.s are fired. 

“Civil court cases 
have been founded, and 
damages awarded. And 
not least, prima facie, 
there seems to exist 
here an infringement of 
the Copyright Act.” 


"Media Under Siege in Onslaught on SA' 


The media are under siege in the total onslaught being waged against South Africa, 
Mr Z P le Roux (NP Pretoria West) said. 


The media is a target for South Africa's enemies in the survival battle, the 
reality and intensity of which nobody should have any illusions. 


It was essential that there should be a good understanding between the Government 
and the media, and that the media should put its house in order. 


One particular journalist was especially guilty of what the Steyn Commission saw 
as being “unduly derogatory and belittling", Mr Le Roux said. 
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This was Ken Owen Editor of the Sunday Express, who had written in the Cape Times 
that the commission exposed itself in "revealing flashes of ignorance" by claiming 
that the Soviet Union pursued its onslaught through the South African Communist 
Party and the ANC. 


The commission had in fact hit the target, and Mr Owen had revealed himself as a 
disseminator of misinformation. 


Raw Denies NRP Gave Full Backing to Steyn Report 


Mr Vause Raw, leader of the New Republic Party, yesterday denied newspaper reports 
that his party had given unqualified backing to the Steyn Commission's proposals 
on the Press. 


He said during the Steyn Commission debate that his party had issued only one 
statement since the report was published, and its contents could by no means be 
described as unqualified backing. 


His party's view was that the media themselves should control and regulate their 
role. "The alternative is a form of State control which I reject.” 


He agreed however with the commission's findings on the “partisan and activist 
role some of the media often play to the detriment of informed public opinion." 


He quoted as an example "the manipulation" of the Buthelezi Commission report "by 
someone, somewhere." 


Thi. report had not yet been tabled or made public, yet daily it was referred to 
be certain newspapers ''to create an atmosphere so that when it is published 
people will already have been conditioned to what ‘they’ expect." 


Mr Raw suggested that the emphasis be removed from the registration of journalists 
to the content of what was written and published. A statutory media council 
should administer a code of ethics and rule of conduct, and should consist of 12 
members, of which two would be Government nominees. 


The council's membership could consist of three from the SABC, two from magazines, 
five from newspapers, and two Government nominees. 


Affiliation should be accompanied by a list of all members, and no fulltime 
journalist should be refused membership in his grouping. 


"The elected council should have a statutory obligation not only to deal with com- 
plaints but to monitor and act against infringement of the code of conduct." 


He also suggested a right of appeal to the courts. 


Mr Raw agreed with the Steyn Commission's finding that monopolies and secret share- 
holdings of newspapers were not in the interests of a free Press. 


But he had reservations on specific proposals and, in particular, was opposed to 
excluding small local newspapers owned by individuals or families and providing 
what he saw as a valuable local service. 











The Press Vilified Steyn, says Wiley 


The Steyn Commission 
Report had been vili- 
fied and heaped with 
negative criticism and 
abuse, Mr John Wiley 
(NP Simonstown) 
said. This had oc- 
curred despite the fact 
that the commission- 
ers had gone out of 
their way te be even 
handed. 

“The report rings with 
concern for the safety 
of the cvuniry and the 
abi‘ity of South Africa 
to urvive.” 


*Liderator’ 
While Mr Justice M T 
Steyn was Adminis- 
trator-Ceneral of 
'~yuth West Africa the 
. vposition had called 
him the _ territory’s 
“liberator” because 
he lifted colour bar 
legislation but now 
saw him as_ the 
scour;se of Press free- 
dom because he rec- 
ommended greater 
control. 

Mr Wiley said that 
while he agreed with 
the chairman about 
the onslaught on 
South Africa, the 
juauge was * wishful 
thinker for velieving 
there could be mutual 
respect between the 
Government, _the 
media and private en- 
terprise and that they 
would co-operate to 
see that the public got 
a true picture of even- 
>s. ° 


Demands 

“The reaction to a ju- 
dicial commission 
which found that the 
media was not meas- 
uring up to the de- 
mands of the times 
and the needs of the 
community was noth- 
ing but abuse and 


negativity.” 

The. English language 
Press particuiarly had 
vilified the findings 
and the pity was that 
they were read by 
many people while the 
report was read by 
few. 

Mr Wiley charged that 
the “hysterical” reac- 
tion to the repot from 
abroad had been care- 
fully orchestrated in- 
side South Africa. 


Encourage 

“The commission was 
satisfied that the 
media coatribute to 
and often encourage 
revolutionary forces 
at work in this coun- 
try. 

“Instead of abusing and 
vilifying the commis- 
sion, the leaders of 
the Argus and Saan 
newspapers should 
have given attention 
to the commission's 
findings.” 

Mr Wiley said there was 
an unhealthy mon- 
opoly of the English 
Press by the Argus 
and Saan groups. 


Involved 

Argus was involved in a 
“creeping takeover” 
of Saan and at pres- 
ent held 40 percent of 
Saan’s shares. 

The commission had 
noted that monopo!l- 
istic conditions’ were 
the biggest single 
threat to Press free 
dom. 

Newspapers wou!d be- 
come more .represen- 
tative of South Africa 
if the commission's 
recommendations on 
share-owning were 
put into effect and the 
public was allowed to 
acquire shares, Mr Wi- 
ley said. — Sapa. 
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ite ——— to the 
established’ norms cf 


democracy if there was 
to be trust and mutual 


‘ co-operation between it - 


and the media, Mr Bri- | 
an Page, (NRP Umh- 
- langa), said. ~= 
“This is not the time 
in the history of our. 
country for self-right- 
eous anger or petulant 


. 


obstinacy. {f we have 


the interests. Of the - 
_people of this country 


at heart we will know 
that it is not the time. 
for settling old dehts. 


“It is rather the time 


for the State and the 


: kaan Press. | 


* pool resources to’ en- 4 


sure the survival and’ 


-. growth of freeduin and - 


democracy on this sub- 


ee = 


2a 


Nes Page oid Gover | 


ment action over the : 
- past decades had con- 
iributed to ihe growing | 


rift between the State 


and the media, South ° 


Africa and its iradition- 


i 


al Western friends, and - 


the population groups 


‘within the country. 


Mr Page said the 


. Coummission had been | 
equally critical of the . 
English and the Afri- 


a #s 
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[Text] 


A NATIONAL Party 


whether or not it was in 
favour of the ban on the 


African National Con- 


to 
ests of the country.” 


"Reds use Democracy' 


TWO planned“ revo 
lutions formed part of 
the communist threat 
against South Africa, 
one being ‘democratic 
and the other socialis- 
tic, Dr C J van der 
Merwe (NP Helderk- 


the 
tee ie 
Commission’s report. 
Democratic organisa- 
tions would be infil- 
trated by the Communi- 
st Party, whose 


members . would - turn . 


South Africa enjoyed to- 
day was due to the SA 


Tt was a set of rules 
which could effectively 
be used to combat the 
external and internal 
threats against the 
country. 

The PFP should say 
whether it accepted 
that: 


@ According to the ANC 
a “peoples war” had 
already started in South 
Africa; 

@ The ANC was respon- 
sible for the attacks on 


any democratic revo 
lution by that organisa- 
tion imo a communistic 
revolution. | 

One of the means of 
ach*-ving this was to 
play on people’s griev- 
ances, such as the ANC 
did in associating itself 


with the grievances of ~ 


the Black conscious- 
ness movement. 
Referring tc Mrs He- 
len $yzman’s speech 
during “the debate, Dr 


Van der Merwe said she . 


Sasol and last year’s ex- 
plosions in Pretoria and 


@ According to the find- 
ings of the Rabie Com- 
mission, the ANC had 
1 600 men under arms. 


“The PFP shou!d also 
say whether it agrees 
that the intensity of the 
attacks against South 
Africa would escalate.” 


The fact was that the 

n did not want 

to enter into an open- 

hearted and genuine de- 

bate with the Govern- 
ment on the matter. 


was asking that detai- 
nees who had been in- 
structed by the enemy 
to commit suicide 
rather than betrayal, 
should be allowed to re- 
main silent rather than 
have to die. 

She .was admitting, 
fhat people who toni-: 
mitted suicide in deten- 
tion had information 
which could betray the 
enemies of South Afri- 
ca and was sanctioning 


Bite, «soe: 
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HOUSE OF AS- 
SEMBLY. — 
The New Re- 
public Party 
was firmly com- 
mitted to a ju- 
dicial tribunal 
as the only fit 
body to be seen 
by the public as 
réplacing the 
rule of law, Mr 
Pat Rogers 
(NRP, King 
William’s 
Town) said. 

Speaking in the 
debate on the Ra- 
bie Commission’s 
report, he said his 
party acknowl- 
edged the immen- 
sity of the on- 
slaught against 
South Africa and 
the pr->»ortional 
struggle -he coun- 
try had to prepare 
for. 

The Government 
had as yet offered no 
total strategy for its 
concept of a total on- 
slaught. The Opposi- 
tion acknowledged 
an onsiaught but 
was reluctant to ac- 
knowledge the totali- 
ty of its political, 
military, economic 
and psychological 
character, with the 
result that the very 
term had become 
hackneyed and the 
meaning discredited. 

“It is absolutely vital 
that we agree upon the 
threat even if we dis- 
agree on the measures 
to counter it, or we will 
be nothing but a nation 
in disarray,” Mr Rogers 
said. 

He described a quo- 
tation from “A Synthe- 


sis of the Russian Text- 
book on Psychopolitics” 


NRP is Committed to Judicial Tribunal 


as a comprehensive dec- 
laration of intent by 
South Africa’s enemies. 
The quotation included 
instructions on killing 
the national pride and 
patriotism of just one 
generation to win a 
country, and _= stated 
that in order to be con- 
quered, a nation had to 
be degraded. 

It also referred to 
the need to recruit 
every agency, econom- 
ics, politics, sport, race 
differences, art, music, 
pornography, educa- 
tion and religion of 


“the nation :aarked for . 
. Slaughter into a foam-*: 
‘Aing-hatred of religi x 


nealing’. Religion ha 
to become synonymous 
witlf insanity because a 
nation's health and ef- 
ficiency depended on a 
close relation between 
social practice and re- 
ligious belief. 

The Rabie Commis- 
sion’s recommenda- 
tions were based ‘solely 
on the premise that se- 
curity legislation was 
necessary to combat in- 
creasing terrorism and 
sabotage planned by or- 
ganisations intent on 
violently overthrowing 
the existing order. 
These organisations 
were supported by com- 
munist countries. 

South Africa’s dilem- 
ma was that security 
legislation was not a so- 
lution but rather mark- 
ed a state in the affairs 
of society that had to be 
repaired urgently. 

“The  all-pervading 
concern should be to re- 
turn the situation to 
the rule of law or as 
near to the rule of law 
as possible at every op- 
portunity.” 

Security legislation 
was a last resort. The 
enemy scored a victory 
when he forced a socie- 
ty to give up its stan- 
dards because that so- 
ciety became enmeshed 
in actions foreign to it 
and people recoiled 

€. 





There was no 
example of this than 
the South African reac- 
tion to deaths in deten- 
tion. 

The Government's re- 
cord in exercising se- 
curity legislution was 
abysmal. What was 
needed was _ in-depth 
discussion and search- 
ing amalysis of the 
reason for 43 deaths in 
detention over 20 years. 

Of these 16 were re- 
ported to have com- 
mitted suicide by hang- 
ing and two others by 
their own hands. Five 
were reported to have 
fallen to their deaths, 
12 were found by magis- 
trates to have died of 
Natural causes and 
there were no details in 
the cases of seven. 

Nobody believed 
these to be the true 
facts. A serious omis- 
sion on the commis- 
sion’s report was that 
the very matter about 
which the nation 
souglit reassurance had 
been ieft untouched. 

“There is sufficient 
evidence available for 
the public to realise 
that doctors, magis- 
trates, police and pris- 
on personnel have all 
been compromised by 
deaths in detention and 
that solitary confine- 
ment is an acute form 
of mental torture.” 

The resultant loss of 
public faith in the ad- 
ministration could not 
be allowed to continue. 

Because justice was 
not being seen to be 
done, the boards of re- 
view recommended by 
the commission had to 
be accorded the highest 
Status which had to be 
beyond question. The 
NRP was firmly com- 
mitted to a judicial tri- 
bunal as being the only 
fit body to be seen by 
the public as replacing 
the rule of law. 

Apart from urging 
review to be undertak- 
en by a full judicial tri- 
bunal, the party recom- 





eater 


tor accompanying him. 


period of The NRP also recom- 
30 days be reducedtol4 mended that a person 
and that the further whose case was being 
period of detention reviewed be allowed the 
authorised by the Min- assistance of a legal 
ister of law and order representative at the 
be reduced to 30 days ings. 

before review. During “We take note of the 


commission’s - finding 
that in the long run se- 
curity legislation by it- 
self can be no guaran- 
tee of the maintenance 
of law and order in our 


would have the rightto country — Sapa. 
insist on a private doc- 
Section 6 ‘Killed Aggett’ 
SECTION six of the Mr Le Grangs rose others or from commit- ' arms outstretched in 
Terrorism Act had killed ona point oforderand ting suicide’. front of him. Every so 
trade unionist Dr Neil asked the Speaker, Mr “Within 48 hours of often he was made to 


Aggett, who was found 
hanged in ‘+ cell at 
John Vorster Squa-- re- 


the Minister’s assur- 
ance, a detainnee was 
found hanged in his 


lift his legs up high 
while running and all 
this was interspersed 





cently, Mrs Helen Suz- terms of a previous cell.” with more push-ups. 
‘man, the chief Opposi- ing by the Speaker, ‘All the while he was 
‘tion spokesman on civil and whether the refer- Assurance being interrogated the 
\liberties, said yesterday. ence by Mrs Suzman Mrs Suzman asked hitting with the news- 
| Speaking in the should not be ex- Mr Le Grange whether paper went on, espec- 
‘special debate on the re- punged from the Han- {| he could give the igily if his arms 
‘port of the Rabie Com- sard record of the pro- {| house an assurance § sagged.’” 
mission of Inquiry inte ceedings. that inhuman and de- 
Security Legislation, grading methods of in- inhuman 
‘she asked the Minister No opportunity | terrogation of detal- © “The man who as 
‘of Police, Mr Louis le Why I'm asking is nees under Section allegedly subjected to 
Grange to investigate al- because there will be | Six were not used by this inhuman and de- 
legations that Dr Aggett 0° opportunity to re- the security police. grading treatment was 
was subjected to “inhu- Ply,” he said. “Yes,” replied the Dr Neil Aggett,” Mrs 
man - and degrading © “The Minister is cor- Minister from his seat. Suzman_ said after 
treatment” while in de- rect,” the Speaker “I ask because I reading the statement. 
tention. said. “The matter is want the Minister to “J ask the Minister 
“Whatever the find. sub-judice until there investigate the truth of to investigate the truth 
ings of the post mortem is a judgment froma = an allegation I have re- | of this allegation.” 


cetved about the treat- 
ment of a detainee , 
held at John Vorster | 


court.” He did not rule .- 
on Mr Le Grange’s re- 
quest for the matter to 


Mr Le Grange re- 
plied that he would, 
but “the knowledge at 


are on Dr Aggett, and no 
matter what the inquest 


findings are, it was Sec- 


tion Six of the Terrorism %e deleted from Han- Square,” Mrs Suzman my disposal is that that 
Act that killed Neil Ag- ard. said. | | definitely can’t be 
gett,” she said. She was | Earlier Mrs Ss. It reads as follows: true”. 


_‘l saw kim being igtere) 


Asked by a Govern- 
rogated by approxi-| 


criticis provisions al- 
re ment member to say 


lowing indefinite deten- -_ y poagte wens 


alleged to have com- 


tien without trial and 


mately six guys. Then 


where the allegation 


mitted suicide while 
solitary confinement. some left and three re- emanated from, Mrs 
on in — mained. He was stand- Suzman said it was 
Amazed ment under ing still, excepthe was made by another detai- 
Section Six of the Ter- naked are Sa 
rorism Act. : —- Se 


Mrs Suzman said she 
was amazed the Rabie 
Commission had not 
recommended  scrap- 
‘Ping Section Six of the 
| Terrorism Act as it had 


“Only the other day 
in the No Confidence 
debate the Minister of 
Police told this hose 
that ‘al] reasonable 
precautions are taken 


to prevent a detainee | 


. fom harming himself, 


from being harmed by 


| 


Push-ups 
‘He was made to do 
push-ups —- a substan- 
tial number. He was 
hit either with a belt or 
a rolled-u, newspaper 

while doing them. 
‘Then he ‘i2d to get 
up and run oi the spot, 











"NP Policy Nurtures Onslaught’ 
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THE Official Opposi- 
@em believed that for 
as long as the present 
Gevernment was in 
power, the ANC’s mili- 


tary activity would in- 


crease, Mr Harry Pit- 
men (PFP, Pinetown) 


report. 

Mr Nel had chal- 
lenged the Progressive 
Federal Party to state 
clearly whether it ac- 
cepted that there wasa 
total onslaught on 
South Africa, and 
whether the ANC 
stood for violent 
change in the country. 
He alse wanted to 
know whether the 
PFP believed this viol- 
ence of the ANC would 
escalate in future. 


Mr Pitman said that 
the PFP accepted that 
there wat an on- 
slaught against South 
Africa. 





onslaught with its poli- 
cies, he added. 

the viol- 
ent aims of the ANC 
he pointed out that 
three judges had 
found in 1966 that the 


for peaceful 


for peaceful 
change but it was also 
a multi-racial body, the 
main reason.for the 


Finally, did the PFP 


| agree that the ANC 


would increase its 
military activity? 

“Of course it will 
while this Government 





jected to its attempt at 


a Su- 
preme Court decision 
giving an accused ac- 
cess to any statements 
made by him during 


| detention when pre- 


paring his defence. 
“Why does this Gov- 
ernment not trust our 
judges,” he asked. 
Was the Government 
prepared only to trust 
its magistrates, but not 
its judges? A district 
surgeon was of no use 
in controlling abuses. 
“People have lost 
their lives in detention 
whe could not be . 
garded as terrorists 
the furthedt stretch of 
the imagination,” he 
said. ; 








CAPE DETAINEES' HEALTH IS GOOD 
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CAPE TOWN. — The 
physical and mental 
condition of 11 Cape 
Town detainees was 
good under the circum- 
stances, according to 
relatives who visited 
them for the first time 
this week, reports Sapa. 

A .pokesman for the 
Detainees’ Parents’ 
Suppert Commitee said 
yesterday each detainee 
was allowed about half a 
hour visit in the pres- 
ence of security police- 
men. 

The relatives request- 
ed further visits, but the 
head of the Security 
Police in the Western 


Cape, B er H W 
Kotze, ces decision 


had been taken. It... 





would “have tod be dis- 
cussed further. 

Brigadier Kotze also 
told the relatives it was 
too early to decide 
whether the detainees 
would be allowed books 
because they were still 
busy with  investiga- 
tions. 

The detainees, who 
are being held under 
Section 6 of the Terror- 
ism Act are Frank An- 
thony, Roger Galant, 
Benjemin Julies, Julian 
Sauls, Johannes Man- 
nel, Thomas Barends, 
Gerrit Stellenberg, Al- 


fred Appollisn, Charies 
Claims, F n- 
dricks and Lionel 
Scholtz. 


The three detainees. 


z 
69 


receiving treatment at 
Johannesburg Hospital 
are all in a “satisfactory 
condition”, a hospital 
spokesman said yester- 
day, reports CAS St 
LEGER. 

The detainees, all 
women, have been ad- 
mitted to the hospital 
since Dr Neil Aggett 
died in detention on 
February 4. 

They are his girl- 
friend, Dr Liz Floyd 
(26), Miss Rene Roux 
(24), and Mrs Esther Le- 
vitan, a grandmother.in 
her 50s. 

Two other detainees 
are said to have been 
treated and _ released. 
Their names have not 
been disclosed. 
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FAMILIES ALLOWED TO SEE DETAINEES IN CAPE TOWN 
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CAPE TOWN. — 
Relatives were allow- 
ed to visit detainees 
in Cape Town yester- 
day, according to the 
head of Security 
Police in the Western 
Cape, Brigadier Hen- 
nie Kotze 


There would be more 
visits today, he said. 


Asked if the de 
tainees would foe 
charged, Brig Kotze re- 
plied that the Security 
Branch was investigat- 
ing only. The Attorney- 
General would decide 
whether or not .they 
would be charged. 


Mr and Mrs J E Gal- 
ant, parents of Mr Rog- 
er Galant, who is being 
held under Section 6 of 
the Terrorism Act, 
went to Caledon Square 
yesterday morning to 
visit their son and were 
told to return in the 
afternoon. 


Mrs Galant said the 
Detainees Parents Sup- 
port Group would issue 
a statement today after 
all detainees had been 


visited by their rela- 


tives. 





meee 0 8 ee 


Last week anxious 
relatives presented a 
memorandum to Brig 
Kotze asking for im- 
mediate access to their 
children. 

The Security Police 
were told that the par- 
ents were disturbed at 
the death in detention 
of Dr Neil Aggett and 
were anxious to satisfy 
themselves that their 
children were in good 
health - 

* Detainees being held 
in Cape Town are Mr 
Gerrit Ste"cnberg, Mr 
Frank Anthony, Mr 
Roger Galant, Mr Ben- 
jamin Julies, Mr Lionel 
Scholtz, Mr Julian 
Saulr, Mr Johannes 
Mansel, Mr Thomas 
Barends and Mr Fred 
Hendricks. — Sapa. 





SUZMAN BEGINS 30TH YEAR IN PARLIAMENTARY POLITICS 
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"Helen Suzman, at 30-Year Milestone Recalls ‘Lonely 


HELEN SUZMAN, for 17 years between 1959 and 1974, the lone Parliamentary 
representative of the former Progressive Party (PP), who has been, and still is, the 
favourite target of successive Nationalist ministers of justice and police because of 
her opposition to security legislation, and who has often been referred to by former 


Prime Minister John Vorster as “Aun 
Parliamentary politics. 


Mrs Suzman, who is , 
| Of a detainee and by: 
j only at the end deciar- 


unboubtedly one of the 
most experienced oppo- 
sition politicians, and 
as many Nationalists 
have discovered not one 
to tackle without 
gloves, was first elected 
to parliament in 1953. 
She and Mrs Joyce 
Waring, both being 
United Party at the 
time, had opposed the 


sitting UP representa- , 
| gett stance. 


tive, Mr Eric Bell, for 
UP party nomination. 

She made it and since 
the 1953 parliamentary 
election, Mrs Suzman 
has represented Hou- 
ghton ever since. 

On Tuesday’ she 
caused an uproar in 
Parliament by dodging 
a ruling that the Aggett 
death in detention may 
not be discussed under 
the sub judice rule. She 
diz so by reading a let- 


ter about the alleged , 


humiliation in dention 


ing that the detainee 
was Dr Neil Aggett. 


Stormcioud 

She flew to Jchannes- 
burg yesterday for a 
longstanding appoint- 
ment leaving behind 
the cloud of a possible 
Select Committee ac- 
tion because of her Ag- 


Mrs Suzman — she 


3 prefers to be Called He- 


* prior qualifications and 


her being a lecturer for 
eight years in economic 
history at Wits Univer- 
sity. 

She and eleven 
others left the old Unit- 
ed Party in 1959 to form 
the former Progressive 
Party (PP). 

In the 1961 snap elec- 
tion, following on the 
republic-issue, 
others lost their seats. 


She then started her 


ee = 


len by all at all times— . 


said in an interview yes- 
terday that she has a 
career behind her 
which marked with 
many friendships she 
has made locally and all 
over the world and es- 
pecially across’ the 
colour line. 

Born in 1917, she said 
her parliamentary ca- 
reer was aided by her 





solo run of 17 years in 
parliament. 

“This was a real hard 
slog and I would not 
like to repeat it,” she 
said. 


A victory 

“In the 1974 election 
six more colleagues 
joined me in the House 
and another two PP 
MP’s in subsequent by- 
elections. 

“This was the first 


the | 


ty Helen”, has entered her thirtieth year in 


“victory I tasted after 


my long lonely run,” 
she said. 

She got further com- 
fort in 1975 when the 
old UP started to disin- 
tegrate and when the 
four former reformists 
joined the PP. 


The Progressive Re- 
form Party (PRP) was 
founded in 1975. When 
the UP disappeared in 
1977 the PFP ranks in- 
creased to 19 and in the 
1983 General Elections 
to 26 with a further ap- 
pointed member to 
make the present PFP’s 
total 27 in Parliament. 

“I obviously remem- 
ber most vividly the 
years when I was alone 
and when I was en- 
gaged in endless slog- 
ging in order to keep up 
with one contentious 
bill after the other. 





. “E did not only have | 
to speak on security! 


were the few times that. 
I actively supported the. 
government when it | 
took some stumbling’ 
‘reform steps ahead, but. 
it was usually not on is- 
sues other than the so 
called bread-and-butter | thrilling to 
issues... 4 find myself with friends 
“The issue perhaps after the 1974 elections 
most outstanding in my; and especially after a 
career was the dramat-; lengthy confrontation 
ic assassination of Dr; with Vorster in those 
Verwoerd in the House lonesome years. 
Ds “It is now a pleasure 
to have a feeling that 


with John Vorster, the 
then Minister of Jus- 
tice, remains another 
memory. ; 
. “Thrilling” i 

“I seemed to have a. 
sort of perpetual run-, 


my party is effectively 
growing and that I am 
amongst friends and 
good colleagues” Mrs 
Suzman said. - - 
She is married to Dr 
Suzman, a physician 
and hag two dzughterse 
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CAPE TOWN. — “I and those who voted against pow- 
er-sharing in the National Party Parliamentary Cau- 
cus yesterday stand by the principles of the National 
Party and we do not intend to break away from the 
National Party,” Dr Andries Treurnicht, said last 


night. 

Treurnicht said 
at a Press conference 
in Cape Town he 


rigidly stood by his - 


standpoint, “that I 
was not prepared to 
accept a motion un- 
conditionally sup- 
porting the Prime 
Minister’s interpre- 
tation of policy and 


especially on the is-_ 


sue of healthy pow- 
er-sharing”’. 

He’ made this state- 
ment after yesterday's 
dramatic caucus meet- 
ing in Parliament 
where he and Dr Ferdie 
Hartzenberg, Minister 
of Education and Train- 
ing and 20 other MPs — 
18 from Transvaal and 
two from the Cape — 
voted against a motion 
of confidence in the 
Prime Minister and un- 
qualified acceptance of 
tiie Prime Minister's in- 
terpretation of NP poli- 
cies. 


Qualifications 
Dr Treurnicht made 
it clear that he was pre- 
pared to support the 
motion provided the 
Prime Minister was pre- 
pared to spell out quali- 


an issue such as power- 


sharing. 

The Transvaal leader 
of the NP said he would 
explain his standpoint 


taken a turn ‘which 
forced a number of MPs 
to voteagainst a motion 
which demanded un- 
qualifieé agreement 
with the interpretation 
of policies”. 

“T and those mem- 


13 


bers stand by the 
policies of the Nat- 
ional Party as have 
been accepted by its 
congresses. And it is 
not our intention to 
either leave the par- 
ty or to split it. 


“We again accept 
the party’s rejection 
of political power- 
sharing and of one 
mixed Government 
for Whites, 
Coloureds and In- 
dians. 

“We stand ridgidly 
by political self-de- 


termination for 


knowledge the 
rights of self-deter- 
mination of other 
races. 


“I have oF a 
request from ten 
members (in fact 14 
signed the request) 
that a special head 
committee meeting 
be held on Saturday 
at 11 am in terms of 
our constitution. 

“T have instructed 
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The 22 Who Voted 'No' 


PW: 


the general sec- 
retary of the Trans- 
vaal NP, Dr Jannie 
Pieterse, to convene 
the meeting,” Dr 
Treurnicht said. 


CAPE TOWN. — The 22 caucus members who voted | 

against the motion of confidence in the Prime Minis- 

ter are: 
Dr Andries Treurnicht, MP for Waterberg. 
Dr Ferdi Hartzenberg MP for Lichtenburg. 
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other strong Treurnicht 


Schoeman, MP for Noordrand, 


like Mr 
are likely te 
other 


support Dr Treurnicht, but he and several 
supporters i not present at yesterday's caucus 
meeting. 


WINDHOEK. 
Prime Minister, Mr P W 
Botha, said last night 
the Cabinet mem- 
bership of the Transvaal 
leader of the National 
Party, Dr Andries 
Treurnicht, and _ the 
Minister of Education 
and Training, Dr Ferdie 
Hartzenberg, would be 
considered after Mr Bo- 
tha’s return from South 
West Africa to Cape 
Town on Friday. 

Mr Botha told a news 
conference at J G Strij- 
dom Aijirport outside 
Windhoek he would like 
to see “as many people 


as possible support my 


— The 


I'll Consider 2 Ministers' Future 


point of view and my 
leadership, of course. 

“But I cannot force 
people to do so if they 
are not prepared to do 
so,” the Prime Minister 
said in reply to a ques- 
tion whether he would 
want the two Cabinet 
Ministers to stay om as 
members of the National 
Party. 

Asked whether there 
was any indication that 
Dr Treurnicht and Dr 
Hartzenberg would re- 
tain their NP mem- 
bership, Mr Botha re- 
olied: “That is a 
question you must put 


to them. 

“l have the majority, 
the vast majority of the 
caucus behind me. 

“TI am going on with 
the Government and I 
call on all South Afri- 
cans to unite and to help 
me, to support me and 
my colleagues to solve 
the very serious prob- 
lems of Southern Africa 
— and we are determin- 
ed to do se.” 

Mr Botha was asked 
whether it was possible 
to state at this stage 
whether Dr Treurnicht 
and Dr Hartzenberg 
would remain in the 


Cabinet. — 

He replied: “That is a 
matter that will be con- 
sidered when I go back 
to Cape Town. 

“In the meantime, I 
have more important 
things to do.” 

Accompanied by the 
Minister of Foreign Af- 
fairs, Mr Pik Botha; the 
Minister of Defence, 
General Magnus Malan; 
and high-ranking Gov- 
ernment officials, he is 
on a two-day visit to 
SWA to deliberate with 
political leaders and 
members of the private 
sector on negotiations 
about the territory’s fu- 
ture. 








Ministers’ Bid to Mediate 


Party mediators, Mr Hendrik Schoeman, Minister 
of Transport; and Mr F W de Klerk, Minister of 
Mineral and Energy Affairs, arrived at Dr Andries 
Treurnicht’s office yesterday minutes before a 
scheduled Press conference calied by Dr Treur- 
nicht. 

Dr Trearnicht had called the Press to his office 
in the H F Verwoerd Building at 5.30. 

While Pressmen were waiting outside his office, 
Mr Schoeman and Mr De Klerk arrived and went 
directly into a closed door conference with their 
Transvaal leader. 

They emerged 30 minutes later not willing to 
make & statement but Mr Schoeman was heard to 
say: “I should actually cry.” 


The waiting Pressmen were then called into Dt 
Treurnicht's office for the delayed conference. 

Mr Schoeman, who is one of the three deputy 
chairmen of the Transvaal National Party, last 
night called the happenings at yesterday's Parlia- 
mentary caucus meeting “a most bitter experi- 
ence.” 

“I am very disappointed at what happened and I 
call upon everyone of those members who voted 
against the motion calling for unqualified support 
of the Prime Minister’s interpretation of policy 
matters to sort out their problems and to return to 
the caucus.” 

He said he trusted those members would still be 


able to change their opinions. 


Walkout Was Over Power Sharing 


THE National Par- 
ty’s parliamentary 
caucus split on the 
issue of power- 
sharing, twenty 
two membeis, in- 
cluding Cabinet 
Ministers Dr An- 
dries Treurnicht 
and Dr Ferdi Hart- 
zenberg, rejected 
any form of power- 
sharing. 

The drama inside the 
caucus started when 
members who were 
against the Prime Min- 
ister’s idea of power- 
sharing were asked to 
raise their hands. 

I understand that 
more than 22 caucus 
members raised their 
hands. 

Mr Fanie Botha, 
leader of the Assembly, 
then followed with a 
motion of full confi- 
dence and unqualified 
support for the Prime 
Minister’s interpreta- 
tion of NP policies. 


Right to differ 
Dr Treurnicht then 
apparently demanded 
the right to differ from 
the Prime Minister on 
the issue and on the ba- 
sis that “healthy power- 





sharing has not been 
party policy since all 
congresses accepted 
proposals in 1977 which 
explicitly rejected pow- 
er-sharing.” 

I understand that Dr 
Treurnicht then left the 
caucus, which ad- 
journed shortly after- 
wards. 

At a tense and dra- 
matic Press conference 
immediately after- 
wards, the Prime Minis- 
ter indicated that the 
Cabinet could be re- 
shuffled in the near fu- 
ture. 

He said that 100 
members voted for a 
motion of confidence in 
him, for which he was 
gratified, 22 voted 
against, while one 
abstained. 

The Citizen under- 
stands that Dr Treur- 
nicht voted against the 
motion before he walk- 
ed out. 


First signs 

The first signs of the 
drama came when the 
Nat M” for Jeppe, Mr 
Koos van der Merwe, 
stormed out of the cau 
cus meeting shortly he- 
fore the end aid 
shouted to reporters: “I 
am finished with the 


Prog P W Botha”. 

Some of those who 
voted with Dr Treur- 
nicht and Dr Hartzen- 
berg against the motion 
met in Dr Treurnicht’s 
office immediately 
after the caucus and 14 
of them, in terms of the 
rules and regulations of 
the Transvaal National 
Party, signed a request 
for an urgent head com- 
mittee meeting to be 
held within 14 days. 

At the Press confer- 
ence Mr Botha said 
lengthy discussions 
te »k place in the caucus 
regarding alleged <:<- 
ferences of opinice. in 
National Party circles. 

He said various Cabi- 
net Ministers and MPs 
took part in the dis- 
cussions. 

“I took part a num- 
ber of times when I re- 
plied to speeches or 
questions,” he said. 


Support 


The Premier said Mr 
Fanie Botha, leader of 
the Assembly, then 
moved a motion of 
“confidence and unqua- 
lified support for the 
Prime Minister for his 
leadership and _ inter- 
pretation of National 








Party politics”. 

After he received a 
majority support he 
thanked the caucus for 
their trust in him. 

He said he reiterated 
to the caucus that the 
Government did not 
have any constitutional 
proposals before it yet, 
and that he would take 
the envisaged proposals 
by the  President’s 
Council to the congress- 
es. A referendum or re- 
ferenda would be held if 
necessary. 

“It is my intention to 
continue on the road 
(of healthy power-shar- 
ing) which I specified in 
my statement earlier 


this week. 
“I call upon those 


who voted against the 
motion to reconsider 
their positions within 
the next eight days in a 





positive manner and to 
return to the party. 

“I assure them that 
the door to the NP re- 
mains open, but they 
will have to inform me 
before next Wednes- 
day’s caucus of their de- 
cision. 

“If they return I will 
regard them as fully- 
fledged members (of 
the caucus) without 
any grudge from my 
side. 

“But if they don’t re- 
turn by next Wednes- 
day disciplinary meas- 
ures will be taken.” 

Mr Botha said he was 
of the opinion that Dr 
Treurnicht and_ the 
other 21 were “auto- 
matically out of the NP 
caucus”. 


Protection 


But the Chief Whip, 
Mr Van Breda, stated, 
however, that these 
men would remain 
under the “protection 
of the Whip of the NP 
until next week’s cau- 
cus”. 

Asked if he wes con- 
sidering a Cabinet re- 
shuffle, Mr Botha said: 
“T will consider the mat- 
ter in time to come and 
only after my return 
from South West Afri- 


ca. 

“T have a lot of time 
and there is mo reason 
to get ruffled about the 
matter now.” 

Asked if he thought 
some of the 22 members 
would leave the Nat- 
ional Party, he said: “I 
don’t think all who 
voted against the mo- 
tion will leave.” 


No Power Sharing--Mulder 


Fight Botha Urges AOF 


"AOF repeats its point of view that it votes for unqualified self-deter:ination 
for Whites and in due course also for every other population group, with everyone 
eventually in his own national territory," Dr Lubbe said. 


THE National Con- 
servative Party 
would have nothing 
to do with any form of 
political power-sher- 
ing with non-Whites, 
the leader of the par- 
ty, Dr Connie Muld- 
er, said last night. 
Dr Mulder, com- 
menting in Pretoria 
on the split in Nat- 
jonai Party ranks, 
said no power-shar- 
ing could be healthy. 
“The White Parlia- 
ment should remain 


Action Own Future last 
night called for those 
who supported self~<ie- 
termination for all pop- 
ulation groups to taxe a 
stand against the Prime 


unqualifiedly White 
and sovereign under 
all circumstances, 
this is the only way in 
which the Whites can 
secure their future. 

“The party will 
strive for that and de- 
clare that it is pre- 
pared to co-operate 
with other parties 
and groups that agree 
with this to block the 
leftist inclinations of 
the Botha govern- 
ment.*’ 


Minister, Mr P W Bo- 
tha. 

In a statement in Pre- 
toria the chairman of 
OAF, Dr W J G Lubbe, 
said: 








Splits That Shook SA 


CAPE TOWN. — Splits 
in political parties in 
Seuth Africa are not un- 
common but yesterday’s 
threatened spiit in 
which 23 MPs refused to 
give their support to a 
motion of confidence in 
the Prime Minister, Mr 
P W Botha, is the big- 
gest potential rift since 
the National Party came 
to power 34 years age. 
It is also believed to be 


the biggest potential 
split izom a governiag 
party. 


The first split came in 
July 1928 when 10 MPs 
were expelled from the 
Labour Party by their 
national council. 

When the National 
Perty and the South 
Alrican Party amalga- 
mated as the United 
Party, 20 members of the 
NP under the leadership 


of Dr D F Malan opted © 


out of the coalition and 
remained in the NP to 
form the opposition. 

In August/September 
1941, 17 members of the 
governing UP lieft to 


form the Naiional Con- 
servative Party. Among 
them was Mr Frank 
Waring who later be- 
came a Cabinet Minister 
in Dr H F Verwoerd’s 
NP cabinet. 

Five years later, in 
November 1959, the 
United Party suffered a 
further se‘back when 12 
of its members broke 
away to -form the Pro- 
aressive Party under the 
lecdership of Dr Jan 
Sevier. 

Of the 12 only Mrs He- 
len Suzman was able to 
retain her Houghtoa 
seat in a subsequent by- 
election. 

Of those who left with 
her, only three were 
able subsequently to re- 
turn to Parliament. 
They were Mr Culin Eg- 
lin, who at one stage led 
the party; Dr Zac de 


his seat for business 
reasons; end Mr Ray 
Swart, the present Natal 
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Kleynhans Sees Enc of Third 


THE end of the third 
National Party has now 


ated under the Hertzog- 
/Malan leadership from 
1914 until 1934. Then the 
Gesuiwerde Nats be- 
came the official opposi- 
tion under Dr Malan. 
F- am 1948 till now the 


«P governed the coun- 


try. 

“But this is the end of 
the reed for the NP as 
we have known it since 


1948,” Prof Kleynhans 
said 


Within the next six 
months a referendum 
should be called b; the 
Prime Minister. The 
mandate which he got at 
the last election was 
now irrelevant and use- 
less, he said. 

“PW should now get 
back to the voters of this 
country and spell out his 


party unity. It was an ar- 
tifi:.sl election,” Prof 
Kie ynhans said frem his 
home in Pretoria. 
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kaner Weers:andbeweg- 
ing) might be formed. 


He felt the split could oniy be beneficial to South Africa's politics because the 
NP would now have to spell out its programme of political principles. 





NATIONAL Party 
unity had been de- 
stroyed and South 
African politics 
has entered “a 
totally new phase” 
the leader of the 
official _ Opposi- 
tion, Dr Frederick 
van Zyl! Slabbert, 
said in Johannes- 
burg yesterday. 

Dr Slabbert, who ar- 
rived-in Johannesburg 
from Cape Tewn to ad- 
dress a PFP municipal 
election meeting last 
night, was commenting 
on the NP caucus meet- 
ing in Cape Town yes- 
terday when 22 NP 
members of Parliament 
voted against the mo- 
tion of confidence in 
Prime Minister, Mr P W 
Botha. 

“I am oot fully aware 
of all the facts as yet. I 


SA Politics Enters New Phase--Slabbert 


left Cape Town almost 


@s scon as the caucus . 


meeting was over,” Dr 
Slabbert said. 

“It seems to me the 
votes of nc confidence 
in the Prime Minister 
clearly demarcates the 
rift in the National Par- 
ty. What happened was 
an irreversible action.” 

South African poli- 
tics “iad now entered a 
“totally new phase” Dr 
Slabbert said and the 
effects of future devel- 
opments would have a 
profound influence on 
the future course of 
South African politics. 


Asked whether the 
conservative leader of 
the National Party in 
th» Transvaal, Dr An- 
dries Treurnicht, was in 
fat planning a Rightw- 
ing breakaway from the 
ruling party, the PFP 
leader said: 


“He has not clearly 
indicated which way he 
is going.” 


Asked whether the 
PFP would consider a 
pact with the New Re- 
public Party in order to 
remain the official Op- 
position, shouid Dr 
Treurnicht and his fol- 
lowers break away, Dr 
Slabbert said: “Not at 
all costs, we will have to 
wait and see what hap- 
pens”. 

If Dr  Treurnicht 
should break away, Dr 
Slabbert _ said, the 
Prime Minister would 
have to plump for “real 
reform”. 


“The worst thing Mr 
Botha could do would 
be to adopt a middle of 
the road attitude to re- 
form, alienating his 
verligte wing after the 
Rightwing has already 
broken away.” 


Jaap Hopes Someone Will Join Him 


SEVERAL of the rebel 
National Party MPs who 
voted against the Prime 
Minister, Mr P W Botka, 


yesterday, may join the 
Herstigie Nasionale Par- 


The leader of the 
HNP, Mr Jaap Marais, 
told The Citizen he had 
ulready spoken to one of 
the MPs but “nothing 
has been discussed yet. 
i am confident, howev- 
er, that some of them 
will join my party.” 

Although Mr Marais 
said the threatened split 
in the NP had been ex- 
pected. “The possibility 
of the 22 MPs returning 
te the fold was very re- 
mete because the ‘ines 
have been drawn too 
deeply and distinctly.” 
He was not sure what 


they were all going to de. 

“It depends on Dr 
Treurnicht. He can form 
his own party or he can 
resign his Cabinet post 
and seat in Parliament 
and leave public life. 

“If he goes into oppe- 
sition, he will be vulner- 
able because he has 
gone along with a let of 
Mr Botha’s views and it 
will be difficult for him 
now to take a stand. 

“I would, therefore, 
not be surprised to see 
him ieave pu_.ic life,” 
Mr Marais said. 

The effect of the split 
op the NP in the munici- 
pal elections would be 
considerable and if the 
HNP did well, “our at- 
tractivenes: wil] be en- 
hanced for other Nat 
MPs. We are the estab 
lished political home for 


— 
Co 


Mr Marais pointed out 
that there were still 19 
Nat MPs unaccounted 
for. These could well 
support Dr Treurnicht. 

“As it is, they only 
need six more to become 
the officia! opposition if 
Dr Treurnicht is pre- 
pared to go into opposi- 
tion. 

“They can kick him 
eut of the caucus, but 
who is going to kick him 
out of the Transvaal? If 
be calls a congress now, 
he would have the ma- 
jority there. ; 

“This could lead to the 
totally incongruous pos- 
ition of the NP in the 
Transvaal being the of- 
ficial opposition te the 
National Party in Parlia- 
ment,” Mr Marais said. 








‘Stand Up and Be Counted’ 


A CALL has been made for National Party candi- 
dates in the March 3 municipal elections to state 
publicly whether they support the Prime Minister, 
Mr P W Botha, or the leader of the NP in the 
Transvaal, Dr Andries Treurnicht. 

Mr Douglas Gibson, chairman of the Progressive 
Federal Party in the Southern Transvaal and lead- 
er of the PFP in the Provincial Council, said yester- 
day all NP candidates in Johannesburg and Rand- 
burg owed it to the public to state openly whom 
they supported. 

He was commenting on the split in the NP ranks 
after 22 MPs of the party had refused to back a 
motion of confidence ir. the Prime Minister. 

“The PFP believes that a vote for the Nats in the 
Transvaal is a vote for Dr Treurnicht. Any candi- 
date who ducks this challenge will be regarded as a 
Treurnicht supporter,” Mr Gibson said. 

Mr Gibson said that the events in Cape Town 
could make a change in the government of the 
aransvaal Provincial Council “an interesting 
possibility”. 

It would be “most interesting” to see the new 
political line-up in thie TPC,” he said. “I believe that 
the majority . f the members of the Executive Com- 
mittee are PW supporters but that the majority of 
the NP MPCs lean towards Dr Treurnicht.” 


Power Sharing a Realistic Policy--Eglin 


against a motion of 
coafidence in Mr Bo- 


Botha and the Trans- 





mitment to the ideol- 
ogy of apartheid or 
separate development 
and the practical rea- 
lities and needs of a 
modern, multi-racial 
South Africa. 


“We see the Prime Min- 


ister with a sense of 
realism bowing before 
the inexorable forces 
of change and the 
Minister of State Ad- 
ministration trying to 
resist them.” 


The ferment was still at 


an early stage and it 
would continue «ith 
tensions, statements, 
explorations and per- 


ferment ir the Nat- 
ional Party. 

It apeared that Mr Bo- 
that had a message 
concerning the key is- 
sue of political rights 
and power sharing. 

“This is that the NP, 
whether it likes it or 
not, must change 
away from the philos- 
opky propounded by 
Strydom, Verwoerd 
and Vorster if there is 
to be any hope of pol- 
itical co-operation 
and stability in Scuth 
Africa.” 

It appeared that Mr Bo- 
tha had decided on his 


HOUSE OF AS-_ vaalleaderofthe Nat- haps even splits and own strategy and that 
SEMBLY. — The _ ional Party,the Minis- regroupings. only he and perhaps 
Government under ter of State “But I predict that the also his chief lieuten- 
the premiership of Administration, Dr _ irresistible demands nt, Mr Chris Heunis, 
Mr P W Botha was Andries Treurnicht, of a modern, multi- Minister of Internal 
moving progressive- who walked out of the racial South Africa Affairs, knew exactly 
vious National Party . “id not cast « vote. dust the outdated “But what is obvious to 
policies of hard and “A fascinating political Verwoerdian dogma even outside observ- 
fast division of pow- — is a ain or the National Par- — y vy sal 

ore us,” ad rime 
pape patna od we said. “We see the NP Mr Eglin said it was Minister and his chic: 
cy of power sharing, as we have known it ironic that —_the _ lieutenant on politica, 
Mr Colin glin being ground quite re- Coloured people, a rights and power 
(PFP, Sea Point) ientlessly between its voteless group,should sharing takes the 
said yesterday. long-standing com-_ be the trigger for the National Party a step 


further away from 
separate development 
and __self-determina- 
tion and a step closer 
to joint decision-mak- 
ing and power shar- 


This became clear from 
analysis of some of 
the Prime Minister's 
statements during re- 
cent, past months. 

Mr Botha some time 
ago had stated that 
White self<etermina- 
tuon was all import- 
ant. More recently he 
had said that while 
this remained the 
Government's point of 





ceference, the term unitary state. 
are 


self-determination “We seeing a pro- 
was relative rather gressive move away 
than absolute. from division of pow- 
Mr Botha had initially er to sharing.” 
proposed a separate, This been fore- 
sovereign parliament shadowed by the grad- 
for the Coloured ual shift to normalisa- 
people and had re- tion of sport and 
jected the idea of a labour relations. 
unitary state. He now The shift to power shar- 
said there could be ing would also have co 
only = “ee. oe include the Asian 
ernment autho in S 
peopie and, eventual 
the country which, Mr ly, at least the urban 


Eglin said, was half 


rtion of the Biack 
way to accepting a - 


population. 


Don't Invite Them Back Says Raw 


THE leader of the bring them back will his party to playing its 


New Republic Party, paralyse that party. part in influ the 
Mr Vause Raw, wel- “I hope the process course that South Afri- 
cowed what he called = started today will ca should take. 

the Government’s a real process to Much had been ¢aid 
new unequivocal start South Africa into in recent days on che 
commitment to power S “I belles te te terms self determina- 
sharing. ein "End ‘ S ae tion, power sharing and 

The Prime Minister’s pth tt on = the the division of power. 

decision on power shar- book to a > A tor “We welcome the fact 
ing was a fundamental winich will reveal po a that the Government is 
departure from “old € the content and form now unequivocally com- 
apartheid _ thinking” 7 ro 4 ios wae O mitted to power shar- 
and fundamental to the ye gy F aA aac oes ing. We agree and sup- 


building of a new road 
and future for South 
Africa, he said. 

In an obvious refer- 
ence to the events in 
the National Party's 
caucus yesterday, Mr 
Raw said: “I am glad it 
happened. It is an his- 
toric day, a  break- 
through with momen- 
tous consequences for 
South Africa. 

“TIT am giad it hap- 
pened. My advice to the 
Prime Minister and his 
colleagues is not to in- 
vite them back. 

“There is no way in 
which the fundamental 
differences can be 
papered over. The party 
cannot become the co- 
hesive unit it has to be 
and do w.<c it has to 
do.” 


The member for In- 
nesdale -(Mr_ Albert 
Nothnagel) had felt the 
occasion and Mr Raw 
said he knew how it 
hurt as he had lived 
through such events 
three times. 


“It hurts," he said. 
“I say let them go. To 


“We ir the NRP will 
watch closely what 
form the new start 
takes.” 

The NRP had gone 
through “hell and high 
water” because it be- 
lieved that the present 
political divisions were 
unnatural and because 
it believed it had a rolwv 
to hold moderates to- 
gether. 

The test for the 
National Party was 
v ‘ether this exercise 
was merely the cutting 
out of an ulcer or the 
real cure of an iliness 
and the start of a new 
healthy approach. 


It was not enough to 
cut out and excise a 
sore. The party had to 
make «ure its body was 
free of the dis<ase of 
obsession with old style 
apartheid and = .uat 
there was accz, tance of 
the new ideas and 
thinking some mem- 
bers of the National 
party were already com- 
mitte:i to. 


Mr Raw committed 
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port that view.” 

The NRP saw as a. 
non-negotiable pro- 
gramme for South Afri- 
ca the maintenance of 
self-determination of 
each community when 
it came to the decisions 
affecting its intimate 
affairs. 

He agreed with the 
Prime Minister that 
when it came to com- 
mon matters self-deter- 
minatior decamé rela- 
tive. 

The NRP believed 
that the right of each 
community to take its 
ow: decisions regard- 
ing its residential 
areas, its character and 
administration was ab- 
solute. 

The party believed in 
joint decision making 
in matters of common 
interest which affected 
all communities. 

“There must be nego- 
tiaticu, debate and 
compromise between 
all groups. That is the 
bottem line from where 
oe achieves the de- 
tails.” 








Not a Day of Festivity for the NP 


TODAY'S develop- 
ments were “a tragic 
drama” that had struck 
the National Party, Mr A 
E Nothnagel (NP, in- 
nesdal), said. It would 
be hypocrisy on the pari 
ef any Government 
member to claim other- 
wise. 


“Today is not a day of 
festivity for the National 
Party. If I am to say to 
you today that I am hap- 
py about what has hap- 
pened, I will be a hyp- 
ocrite.” 


The party might have 
received a severe blow, 
but on behalf of his col- 


Nat Crisis 


DIFFERENCES within the National Party 
have come to a head, resulting in 22 mem- 
bers of the Parliamentary caucus voting 
against a motion of confidence in the 
Prime Minister and one abstaining. 

Among those who did not support the 
Prime Minister was the leader of the par- 
ty in the Transvaal and Minister of State 
Administration, Dr Andries Treurnicht, 
and the Minister of Education and Train- 
ing, Dr Ferdie Hartzenberg. 

The action of the 22 reflects the anxiety 
among conservative members of the par- 
ty over suggestions that there can only 
be one Parliament representing Whites, 
Indians and Coloureds and the Prime 
Minister’s statement in which he refers 
to “healthy power sharing”. 

Wbzn the matter was put to the caucus, 
S& me members did not agree with this 
interpretation of policy by the Prime 
Minister, though most of the Nationalist 
vai’ 3 appeared to have done so. 

The matter then became a test of confi- 
dence in the Prime Minister — and it was 
then that the 22 voted against him, with 
another abstaining, while the balance — 
a hundred — voted for the motion. 

It was put by the senior Cabinet Minister 
and Leader of the House, Mr Fanie Bo- 
tha, and asked not only for full confi- 
dence in the Prime Minister, but for sup- 
port for the way in which he was 


interpreting National Party policy. 


leagues he wished to ex- 
press the hope fffat, on 
the road ahead, they 


could once again grasp 
one another’s hands. 


To the right of the NP 
there was darkness. Any 
Nationalist MP whe left 
the party would never 
rciturn to parliament. 


The Herstigte Nasio- 


nale Party was harming 
race relations and it 
would be tragic if the im- 
pression was created in- 


ternally that it was cap- 
able of winning a seat in 
parliament. 


Left door open 


In normal circumstances, the refusal of 
the 22 to accept the motion could be re- 
garded as the end of the maiter. 

However, the Prime Minister left the door 
open for the 22 to return, without “ran- 
cour”, giving them until next Wednesday 
to reconsider their position. 

If they failed then to support the motion, 
disciplinary action would be taken 
against them. 

In the meantime the Transvaal head coum- 
mittee of the party has been summoned 
to meet on Saturday to discuss the mat- 
ter. 

That meeting will be decisive not only for 
the 22, but for the party in the Transvaal 
as well, since if attempts at reconcilia- 
tion fail, the meeting will d-termine who 
controls the Transvaal party. 

There will be people who will say that the 
threatened break was inevitable and that 
it will clarify both the direction and poli- 
cy of the party. 

One wing of the party has been saying for- 
ward, the other has been saying halt. 
To the extent that no decisive movement 
was possibie, it will be argued that the 
party, with the 100 MPs who gave the 
Prime Minister their full support, will be 
able to pursue a policy of reform without 

being held back by the Right. 

However, this threatened break is not just 
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a matter that concerns the party. 

The unity of Afrikanderdom is also at 
stake. 

This unity w-s breached in the last elec- 
tion by the swing of dissident National- 
ists to the Herstigte Nasionale Party. 

Nevertheless, the National Party was still 
returned to power with an overwhelming 
majority, so much so that it can continue 
to rule comfortably without the 22. 

But if the split is confirmed, then not only 
the power of the National Party will be 
fractured, but also the power of Afrika- | 
nerdon,. 


Heal breach? 


There will consequently be strong efforts 
to heal the breach, since so much is at 


We do not wish to take sides in the dispute, 
but we hope that whatever happens, the 
Government will remain strong, able and 
willing to take the country in the direc- 
tion that is vital for its survival. 
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COURT HEARS OF ‘FRONT’ FOR ANC PLAN 


Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 25 Feb 82 p 5 


DURBAN. — A 
Durban’ Regional 
Court magistrate 
today heard that 
the Africa Youth 
Council — alleg- 
edly a “front” for 
the banned Afri- 
can National Con- 
gress — planned to 
write to self-exiled 
ANC members and 
ANC members im- 
prisoned on Rob- 
ben Island, to ask 
for financial aid. 
Mr Bhefika Samson 
Ngobese (56) of Ma- 
qongqo, Kwamashv, 


was giving evidence be- 
fore Mr H S van der 


4700/815 


Walt at the trial of 
three alleged members 
of the ANC charged on 
two counts of con- 
travening the Terror- 
ism Act. 

Mr Fana George Sit- 
hole of Umlazi, Mr Ja- 
nulani Wilfred Ngcobo 
of Umlazi, and Mr Titi 
Alocia Mtenyane of So- 
weto have pleaded not 
guilty to the charges. 

Mr Sithole has also 
pleaded not guilty to 15 
counts of contravening 
his banning order. 

Mr Ngobese told the 
magistrate a meeting 
was held in Johannes- 
burg to elect Mr Philip 
Matthews as national 
president of the AYC. 

At the meeting, Mr 
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Matthews said he was 
to write to the banned 
self-exiled Mr Oliver 
Tambo, about the AYC. 


He thought Mr Tambo 
would give the AYC fi- 
nancial help. 

“Mr Mtenyane said a 
reply would be recognit- 
ion from the ANC and 
they would know the 
AYC is one with them,” 
Mr Ngobese said. 

He also alleged that 
Mr Mtenyane said: “We 
would be a front for the 
ANC.” 

Letters were also to 
be written to Mr Nelson 
Mandela and Mr Walter 
Sisulu on Robben Is- 
land. 

Later Mr Sithole and 
Mr Nhianha Ntuiii visi- 


ted Mr Ngobese at his 
home. Mr Ngobese told 
the court that when he 
asked whether the AYC 
had a constitution, Mr 
Sithole told him the 


AYC had no constitut- 


ion because it had the 
Freedom Charter. 


“Mr Sithole told me 
the AYC was formed so 
that security branch 


they would think it is 
something for the child- 
ren 


The AYC would de- 
ceive the SB by that 
name — otherwise our 
aim is to work hand-in- 
— with the ANC,” he 
said. 

















BANKS FREE TO SET OWN LENDING RATES 


Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 17 Feb 82 p 19 


[Article by. Daan De Kock] 


[Text ] 


THE abolition of the 
link between Bank Rate 
and the prime lending 
rates of commercial 
banks, announced yes- 
terday by the Governor 
of the South African 
Reserve Bank, Dr Ger- 
hard de Kock, was wide- 
ly welcomed yesterday 
by the banking com- 
munity in Johannes- 
burg. 


It is generally ex- 
pected that banks will 
move up their prime 
lending rates as soon as 
possibie, although some 
expets don’t think the 
rates will go as high as 
20 percent — te maxi- 
mum allowed by law. 


Understanding 
Announcing the abo- 
lition in Pretoria, Dr De 
Kock pointed out that 
there was in the past an 


that the prime over- 
draft rate had to be 
maintained within a 
range of between 2,5 
percent and 3,5 percent 
above the bank rate. 
In the future, cach 
bank will now be free to 
determine its own 
prime overdraft rate in 
response to market 
forces, subject only to 
the influence of broad 
official monetary policy 


and maximum rates of 
interest rates laid down 
under the Limitation 
and Disclosure of Fi- 
nance Charges Act (La- 
dofca). 


Rate 

Dr De Kock pointed 
out that the present 
Bank Rate of 13,5 per- 
cent and all the Ladofca 
rates, including the 
maximum rate of 20 
percent <: all over- 
drafts of more than 
RS 000, would remain 
unchanged. 

He said it was, how- 
ever, expected that the 
clearing banks would 
find it necessary in the 
present circumstances 
to raise their prime 
overdraf* rate from the 
present level of 17 per- 
cent to 18 percent or 
higher. 

Arrie van Vliet, gen- 
eral manager of Ned- 
bank, said yesterday he 
weicomed the step. Al- 
though he agreed that 
the ber’: ~ould in- 
crease their prime lend- 
ing rates, he saw this 
happening over 9 
couple of months 
rather than immedi- 
ately. 

He said one of the ef- 
fects of the new system 
would be to increase 
competitin between 
banks. 


The managing direc- 
tor of Barclays Na- 
tional Bank, Bob Ald- 
worth, said the ending 
of the link would create 
a much more effective 
and realistic money 
market in the country. 

He expected a rise in 
the prime lending rates 
of 17 percent to 19 per- 
cent, but aded he would 
be surprised to see the 
level rise to the maxi- 
mum of 20 percent al- 
lowed under the coun- 
try’s recently changed 
Usury Act. 


Pace 

He said the commer- 
cial banks would now 
be able to set the pace 
in the market and bank 
Rate’s role would be- 
come aimost insignifi- 
cant. 

Mere the Governor of 
the Reserve Bank 
agreed with him. He 
said in his statement: 
“They also imply a fur- 
ther diminution of the 
role of the Bank Rate 
and its replacement by 
more modern banking 
techniques of money 
market intervention.” 

He also pointed out 
that the most appropri- 
ate future role for 
Bank Rate under South 
African conditions was 
being coasidered by the 
commission of inquiry 
into the monetary sys 
tem and monetary poli- 


cy. 
__ Further changes in 
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this regard could be ex- 
pected after the com- 
mission’s final report 
bad been submitted, Dr 
De Kock said. 

Other banking 
sources told Reuters 
the step should in- 
crease competition in 
the market and allow 
commercial banks to 


charge more competi- 
tive rates. 

They pointed out that 
in the past few months 
Bank Rate had borne 
no relation to the state 
of the market. 

Announcing the 
change yestereday, Dr 
De Kock also said we 
could expect a “severe” 





“~ 
- 


Wh 


money market shortage | 
this wmonth. 
He said although the 
Reserve Bank stood 
ready to provide the re- 
quired financial accom- 
modation to discount 
houses and, if neces- 
sary, also directly to 
banks, it irtended to do 
so at penalty rates 








DTA SPLIT SEEN HELPING SWAPO IN ELECTION 


SOUTH AFRICA 


Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 17 Feb 82 p 6 


{Editorial ] 


[Text ] 


MR PIK BOTHA says that independence 
will come to South West Africa within 18 
months to three years --- “unless some- 
thing unforeseen happens.” 

Yet, with the virtual certainty of UN-su- 
pervised elections that will decide the 


country’s future, the ruling Democratic | 


Turnhalle Alliance splits. 


If Swapo had a great chance of winning | 


the election before, it will be almost a 
certainty to win now. 

The reason: About haif of the population 
of the territory are Ovambo-speaking. 
Swapo finds its biggest support among 

them. 

The DTA, united, could give Swapo strong 
opposition. 

The DTA, divided, cannot hope to do so. 

Of course, by breaking away now, Mr Pe- 
ter Kalangula, who leads the Ovambo- 
based Namibia Democratic Party, has a 
chance of gaining support by demon- 
strating that he is (a) independent of the 
DTA and (b) running a party opposed to 
any form of ethnicity, the greatest bug- 
bear of the election. 

The DTA wascomposed of 11 parties, each 
representing one of the ethnic groups in 
the territory. 

Mr Kalangula says that the NDP feels that 
support, especially from the Ovambo- 
speaking people, will not be forthcoming 
“if we fight this election as an ethnically 
divided party.” 

The split has been coming since last year 
when Mr Kalangula began pressing the 
DTA to become a single political p2rty. 

Ethnicity, he says, is a concept fast deve- 
loping the stigma of the old apartheid or- 
der. 


He believes the issue of ethnicity will be + 
exploited by Swapo and become a pri- 
mary political weapon against the DTA 
in a UN-supervised election. 

The system, he and his supporters feel, is 
protected by the White second-tier auth- 
ority dominated by the SWA national 
Party. 

Mr Kalangula wants to scrap the interim 
constitution which established the ethnic 
authorities. 

He argues that the DTA has united people 
of all ethnic groups, but has not merged 
into one to promote that unity. 

On the other hand, Mr Dirk Mudge, the 


chairman of the DTA, has been opposed 
to the idea of turning tne allianc® into 


one political party, believing that it has 
proved it can unite South West Africa's 
inhabitants and continue building on 
this success. 

But the withdrawal of the NDP will not 
improve the DTA’s prospects or the 
chances of unity. 

His own response to Mr Kalangula’s defec- 
tion is that it is a tragedy and will polar- 
ise north and south. 

And that is exactly what it will do. 

Meanwhile, Mr Mudge himself has had 
problems with Pretoria, which seems to 
be lukewarm in its support of the DTA, 
perhaps for fear of offending South West 
Africa’s Nationalists. 

The DTA has claimed that its efforts to 
bring about change in the territory have 
been thwarted by the interim constitu- 
tion, Proclamation AG8, providing for 
second-tier ethnic representative author- 
ities. 
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DTA members allege that the South West 
African National Party, the dominant 
group in ihe White authority, has used 
AG8 to sabotage the central govern- 
ment’s policy. 

Mr Mudge, towards the end of last year, 
reported growing unpatience with South 
Africa over delays in amending AG&. 

You can see what is going to happen in an 
UN-supervised election. 

Swapo will come in as liberators who will 
get rid of the Whites and run the territo- 
ry by and for the Blacks. 

The White Nationalists will fight for the 
retention of the remaining forms of 
apartheid and this, in turn, will drive 
more and more Blacks into the Swapo 
camp. 

The DTA, having lost o on of its major par- 
ties, will not be able to put up a united 
iTont against Swapo. 

Who is likely to win as a result of all this? 
Need you guess. 

Sam Nujoma is laughing all the way from 
Angola to Moscow and back, because his 
opponents in Soutl West Africa are satel 
ing into his hands. . .- 
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SWAPO CLAIMS OF DOWN"NG AIRCRAFT DENIED 


Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 18 Feb 82 p 3 


[Text] 


LISBON. -— The South 
West Africa People’s 
Organisation. (Swapo) 
said yesterday its guer- 
rillas had shot down a 
South African fighter 
and a helicopter and 
“put out of combat” 360 
South African soldiers 
in SWA. 

The official Angolan- 
news agency, Angop, 
quoted a communique 
issued by Swapo in 
Luanda as saying the 
pilot of a South African 
Impala Mark II fighter 
died when his plane was 
brought down during a 
bombing raid on Okan- 
kolo, some 75 km east 
of Ondangwa, on Janu- 


ary 5. 


...But SADF Denies Claim 


CSO: 


Commenting on the 
Angop report, a spokes- 
man for the SA Defence 
force said in Pretoria it 
was a “Farcical mixture 
of lies and distortions”. 

“It is known that the 
Russian puppet organi- 
sation, SWA2O, is hard- 
pressed by its masters in 
Moscow ito show results 
in the war in South West 
Africa. They have failed 
lamentably’’. 

“The facts speak for 
themselves. In spite of 
having lost nearly 2 000 
terrorists in cambat last 
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The Swapo communi- 
que said the gurerrillas 
of. the organisation's 
amred wing had cap- 
tured a South African 
soldier and put another 
360 “out of combat” in 
various operations in 
SWA last month. 

The Angop report 
gave no details of how 


the helicopter was de-~- 


stroyed, but said Swapo 
had also claimed the de- 
struction of an arm- 
oured personnel car- 
rier, 55 trucks, 25 
tractors and two other 
vehicles. 

Swapo, which is fight- 
ing for the indepen- 
dence of SWA from Pre- 
toria, said that in the 
ambush on a South 


year,~they do not even 
control one square centi- 
metre of SWA soil’. 
“It is abvious that his 
farcical mixture of lies 
and distortions is aimed 
at pacifying their mas- 
ters, who have to foot 
the bill for replacing the 
thousands of tons of 
weapons and ammuni- 
tion seized by the SA 
Defence force during op- 
erations last year’. 


African army patrol in 
the Outapi_ district, 
some 100 km north-east 
of Oshakati, last 
month, five South Afri- 
can soldiers were killed 
and many wounded. 
Angop did not report 
any Swapo casualties. 
“As a consequence of 
this clash, a consider- 
able amount of war ma- 
terial was captured 
from the enemy, includ- 
ing two South African 
ground-to-air com- 
munication systems to 
direct air attacks, a 40- 
millimetre grenade 
launche -, a flare pistol, 
an FN rifle and a pair of 
binoculars,” Angop 
said. ‘a 
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PRESIDENT OF TENNIS UNION CALLS FOR ACTION AGAINST DENMARK 
Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 17 Feb 82 p l 
[Article by Mervyn Orchard] 


[Text} Mr Justice Blen Franklin, South African Tennis Union president, last night 
called for "strong action" against Denmark if its Government went ahead with a new 
threat to bar three South Africans from the Danish indoor championships from 

March 1-7. 


"If the Men's International Professional Tennis Council ailows this, it is going 
to lose a lot of credibility," Mr Justice Franklin said. 


According to a Sapa-Associated Press report from Copenhagen yesterday, the Danish 
Government intends standing firm on its original decision to bar Kevin Curren, 
Andrew Pattison and Bernie Mitton from the Danish tournament, which has Grand Prix 
status. 


The report followed a previous one in which Palle Christiansen, tournament organi- 
ser of the Copenhagen event, told Foreign Minister Mr Kjeld Olesen that the three 
South Africans lived in America and that they possessed "green cards'--documents 
showing US resident alien status which could indicate that their bearers intended 
seeking US citizenship. 


"This 'green card' affair, and living in America, is just a red herring," Mr 
Justice Franklin said yesterday. 


"All three players are ranked in South Africa, they are regarded by us as South 
Africans and tiis atplies in the rest of the world too. 


"They are all professionals earning their living by playing tennis and if the 
Men's Pro Council allows Denmark to get away with this, then they ere going to 
loose a lot of credibility." 


Mr Justice Franklin expressed regret ''to see this happen". 


"We and the Danish Tennis Federation have always been on good terms, they have 
always stood by us and often spoken up on South Africa's behalf, when expulsion 
motions by communist countries have been introduced into International Tennis 
Federation meetings, he said. 


CsO: 4700/753 
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FIRM PLANS FOR DEVELOPMENT BANK ON WAY 
Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 18 Feb 82 p 4 


[Text] A special committee appointed to investigate the establishment of the 
Development Bank for Southern Africa would submit firm proposals on the outstanding 
issues as soon as possible after the end of this month, Prime Minister, Mr P W 
Botha said. 


Replying to questions by Mr Harry Schwarz (PFP Yeoville), Mr Botha said the bank 
was taking more time to take shape than was originally erpected because: 


~-An altogether new international, non-political field was being entered, and 
rather than set about things over-hastily, preparatory steps had to be completed 
properly; 


--The process of discussions and mutual consult:i.on could not be disposed of 
over a short period; and 


--Consultation with the private sector and overseas organisations, which would be 
indispensable in execution and finance, had to be completed first. 


"However, the Government attaches great importance to the formation of the bank 
and a sum of Ri/-million has already been voted for this purpose. 


"The process of consultation and negotiation is continuing and a special committee 


on which both the private and public sector are represented, has been appointed 
Mr Botha said. 


CSO: 4700/753 
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DETAILS OlY VOFFEE PRODUCTION GIVEN 


Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 25 Feb 82 p 8 
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Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 25 Feb 82 p 12 
(Text ] 


DUTCH WINE BOYCOTT A TOTAL FLOP 
CSO: 








SOUTH AFRICA 


PORTUGUESE COMMERCE OFFICIAL ON TRADE 


Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 16 Feb 82 p 12 


33 si? ae: ipthaa] 
tH til 
a h ill i 
ute tan 
et 

ut iy] Ha WH 
an 2 Hh i 
i 


ai 
cane 


[Text } 


in | 


4700/753 


CSO: 


93 





SOUTH AFRICA 


DEPARTMENT OF LAW AND ORDER CREATED 


Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 17 Feb 82 p 3. 


[Article by Jaap Theron] 
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DETAILS ON ‘STORMY EDUCATION FRONT’ GIVEN 


Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 16 Feb 82 p ll 


[Article by Keith Abendroth: 


[Text ] 
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"Prepare to Pay for Education-Warning"] 
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KWAZULU CABINET UPSET OVER DOG NAME INCIDENTS 


Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 16 Feb 82 p 13 


{Article by Tim Clarke: 
DURBAN. — The- 


{Text ] 


CSO: 


4700/753 


KwaZulu Cabinet 
and Inkatha, the 
Zulu political and 
cultural organisation, 
have requested that 
Ingwavuma, in Zuly- 
land, should fall 
under the Kwazulu 
police . jurisdiction 
after it is alleged that 
a black police dog was 
called “Gatsha Bu- 
thelezi,” in the Ing- 
wavuma district. 

The Zulu Cabinet is 


so incensed about the | 
. bncident, 


alleged to 
have taken place in 
public in an Ingwavuma 
store that it has asked 
for a meeting with the: 
Minister of Police, Mr 


‘Louis le Grange, to dis- 


cuss the matter. The 
Cabinet is also incensed 
that the dog was shot 
and says that this in no 
way removes a slur op 
the Chief Minister 

The row started 
when the people of Ing- 
wavuma claimed to 
have heard a White 
policeman stationed in 


the district cal) his 


black dog by the Black 


leader’s name in a local 
store. He is alleged to 
have said to the dog 
“come on Gatsha Bu- 
thelezi.” 

Immediately after he 


people 

vits and reported the in- 
cident to the Zulu Cabi- 
net at Ulundi, and the 
head committee of Ink- 
atha 


thelezi led a delegation 
to see Dr Piet Koorn- 
hof, Minister of Co-op- 
eration and Deveiop- 
ment. At the meeting 
Dr Koornhof reportedly 
told the delegation that 
he had been informed 
that the matter was 


now closed, because the 


dog had been shot. | 

The delegation then 
queried why the dog 
had been shot and ask- 
ed why nec action had 
been taken against the 
policeman involved. Dr 
Koornhof is reported to 
have replied that the 
dog was shot because 
there was something 
wrong with it. 

Chief Buthelezi was 
not available for com- 
ment yesterday, but 
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Last week Chief bu- - 


"Kwazulu Cabinet in Dog Furor "] 


several other members 
of the Inkatha ex- 
ecutive said they were 
“disgusted” over the in- 
cident. They said they 
felt strongly that Mr Le 
Grange should P agymad 
apologize for | 

against Chief Buthelezi, 
who was doing his best 
to promote good race 
relations. 

This is the third inci- 
dent of its type to occur 
in KwaZulu in the last 
three years. 

The first was when a 
White farmer was 
hauled before the Head 
Committee of Inkatha 
for calling his dog after 
Chief Buthelezi. He 
publicly ‘cae and 
renamed his do, 

In the auens inci- 
dent a White official 
was transferred away 
from KwaZulu within 
24 hours. It was discov- 


ered that he had named - 


his dog after the leader. 


of the KwaZulu nation. 
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TRIAL OF WITWATERSRAND STUDENTS CONTINUES 


Woman Chaperoned 


Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 16 Feb 82 p 3 
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Trial Postponed 
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[Text]: 
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welfare of 
and an inspector of 
Promise 
W/O Smith said he had 
no weapons knowl- 
assault 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


PAGEVIEW INDIANS MUST MOVE BEFORE FEBRUARY 28 
Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 17 Feb 82 p 3 


[Text] Pageview's Indian residents who have not moved out of the area voluntarily 
by the end of this month will be forcibly removed by officers of the Department of 
Community Development--but the removal date is being kept a secret. 


Mr Dirk Rossouw, the department's Johannesburg regional representative, said yes- 
terday the department would evict the remaining residents withovt further notices 
being issued “because that is the legal position." 


He declined to say how or when the removals would take place. 


"We have to remove the residents who persist in remaining, but I sincerely hope 
they will co-operate with us and move before the end of the month, as forcibly 
removing hem is not a pleasant matter." 


Some Pageview residents have consistently refused to move from the suburb, now 
declared a White area by the Government, saying the alternative housing offered 
in Lenasia is unsuitable. 


The also say that being asked to travel 70 km to work and back every day is unrea- 
sonable and beyond their means. 


The Save Pageview Association has recommended that the remaining families move to 
Fordsburg--when and if the Government declares Fordsburg an Indian area. The 
declaration has to be made by the Group Areas Board which will meet in March. 
According to the SPA there are 93 families remaining in Pageview. However, the 


Department of Community Development says there are only 50 families still living 
in the suburb. 
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BRIEFS 


INTERNATIONAL WATERSKIERS EVENT--South Africa is to host an international barefoot 
waterskiing event at the Riviera Aquatic Club in Vereeniging on April 2. A team 
of eight international skiers will be competing against an eight-man Springbok 
team to be announced after the Northern Transvaal championships to be held at the 
Bon Accord Dam in Pretoria shorcly. The inter-provincial championships, held 
during the weekend at Hazelmere Dam in Natal, were won by Southern Transvaal, who 
beat Natal by a small margin. It is the first time in four years that Southern 
Transvaal has won an overall trophy at the championships. The B division was won 
by Natal, and the C division by the Northern Cape. The Natal championships were 
also held at the weekend, and the A division was won by Gary Neiman and the junior 
division by Paul Ephron. In the inter-provincials, two Group Two records were 
broken by Avril Tucker, namely in the tricks and slalom events. Group Two com 
prises Europe, the UK, the eastern countries and South Africa. Mike Higgs and 
Chris Harris are the new joint record holde-s for the men's slalom event. These 
records are subject to ratification by the world governing body for the sport. 
Gary Neiman broke his own tricks record of 1 540 points by 500 points, with a 
total of 2 040 points. [Text] [Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 16 Feb 82 p 12] 


GOODS TO POLAND--A second consignment of goods and medical equipment, valued at 
R17 000, is being loaded aboard the Swedish vessel, Knorsen, in the Durban harbour 
for Poland. A spokesman for the Natal branch of the Polish Relief Committee said 
in Pietermaritzburg yesterday, that the Roman Catholic Church in Poland had under- 
taken to distribute the goods and medical equipment to those in need in Poland. 
She said that the response from the Natal public to the fund had been magnificent. 
Many firms had donated goods and private individuals had also contributed to the 
fund. The value of the present consignment was almost double that of a previous 
consignment sent to Poland in January. She said she wanted to assure the public 
that the Roman Catholic Church had given a firm undertaking that he would only 
distribute the goods from SA to those people who were really desperate in Poland. 
The Natal Committee will now receive goods and contributions for a third consign- 
ment. [Text] [Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 16 Feb 82 p 12] 


HELICOPTER SQUADRON BASE=-The newly-formed SAAF helicopter squadron 31 will be 
based at Hoedspruit, according to the SAAF publication Ad Astra. The new unit, 
commanded by Commandant J B West, consists of a flight of Puma helicopters and a 
flight of Alouette III machines. It is the Air Force's intention to have helicop- 
ter bases all over the country. The original 31 Squadron was involved in coastal 
reconnuissance during the initial stages of World War II. [Text] [Johannesburg THE 
CITIZEN in English 25 Feb 82 p 9] 
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CAPE PROVINCE SURPLUS--Cape Town--The Cape Provincial Administration closed off 
the 1980/81 financial year with a surplus of R19 105 000 the Administrator of the 
Cape, Mr Gene Louw, announced yesterday when he tabled the 1982 Additional Budget 
Draft Ordinance. It had been envisaged that the 1980/81 year would be closed with 
a surplus of R11 109 000 but an extra R7 996 000 was added thanks to continued 
strong discipline Mr Louw said. Expenditure was R12 531 000 less than expected 
while income was R6 574 000 more than projected. For the current financial year, 
1981/82, the revised estimated expenditure should be Rl 188,243-million which is 
an increase of R30,97 million on the original budget. The revised total income 
for this year should be Rl 169,138-million which would result in a shortfall of 
R19 105 000. [Text] [Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 25 Feb 82 p 5] 


RTZM SPREADS WINGS--Rio Tinto Mining (Zimbabwe) is to refine 4 200 tons a year of 
nickel copper matte produced by BCL of Botswana at its Selibe-Pikwe complex. In 

a statement it said refining had begun and was proceeding smoothly. The agreement 
will enable RTMZ to run its refinery at full capacity despite declining production 
at Empress Nickel Mine and will reduce unit costs at the group's base metals 
refinery at Eiffel Flats, near Gatooma in the Zimbabwe midlands. BCL will benefit 
in being able to meet the request of its contractual refiner--AMX Nickel--for a 25 
percent reduction in matte shipments this year. The agreement is in line with the 
objectives of regional co-operation of the Zimbabwe and Botswana governments. 

RTMZ reports a pre-tax profit of Z$1,7-million (Z$7,8-million) in 1981. Earnings 
were 6,8 cents (29,8c) and a final divident of 3c (7c) makes 3c (16). Pre-tax 
profit includes a loss of Z$ll-million by Empress, and profits were adversely 
affected by the lower gold price and reduced nickel and copper output from Empress. 
[Text] [Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 16 Feb 82 p 21] 


SAFMARINE DOES WELL--South African Marine Corporation (Safmarine) increased its 
earnings before non-recurring revenue in the six months ended December 1981 by 
44,4 percent from 36c to 52c a share. The company said imports had begun to slow 
down in line with trends in the internatic 1 trade, and this would affect results 
in the second half of the year. Apart fru. this, the results for the year should 
show a “reasonable” increase, the company says. Turnover for the six months 
improved just over 40 percent, amounting to R368-million (R262-million). Profit 
from trading operations grew at a much lower rate of 22 percent and amounted to 
R71-million (R58,4-million). Profits from the sale of ships and equipment was 
also higher at R2,6-million (RO,7-million). Depreciation charges and interest 
took up more or less the same amount (R29,5-million against R28,6-million) which 
left the company with a profit before taxation of R44,1-million (R30,5-million). 
Taxation was substantially higher at R16,7-million (R11,5-million). After-tax 
profit before non-recurring items increased from R19-million ro R27,4-million. 
[Text] [Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 16 Feb 82 p 19] 


LENGENE ABDUCTION--The Minister of Foreigner Affairs, Mr Pik Botha, yesterday con- 
firmed that the Botswana Minister of External Affairs, Mr Archie Mogwe, had cont- 
acted him in connection with the alleged abduction of Mr Peter Lengene, a former 


executive member of the SOWETO SRC [Text] [Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in i 
17 Feb 82 p 2} . eT 
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SQUATTERS' DUNE FLATTENED--A bulldozer yesterday flattened the sand dune at Nyanga, 
near Crossroads, on which a group of squatters have lived since November. About 
60 squatters were deported to Transkei last Wednesday, but returned to the sand 
dune at the weekend. Squatters said police warned them about 9:30 am that a bull- 
dozer was being brought there because theywere not allowed to remain on the dune. 
The bulldozer arrived about five minutes later and they watched as it flattened 
the dune. The bulldozer was accompanied by Administration Board Officials, armed 
inspectors, officials of the Department of Co-operation and Development and police. 
Mr Timo Bezuidenhout, Chief Commissioner in the Western Cape, said the dune was 
being levelled by the administration board to make a soccer field for people living 
nearby. [Text] [Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 16 Feb 82 p 8] 


FERTILIZER DEAL OFF--The proposed merger of the fertilizer interests of Fedmis, a 
full subsidiary of Sentrachem, and Triomf Fertilizer Investments is off. This 

was announced yesterday in a very brief statement by the two parties. The 
managing-director of Sentrachem, Dave Marlow, refused to make any further comments 
yesterday on the reason why. He pointed out that the proposed merger could have 
been to the benefit of both parties because of rationalisation. Mr Marlow said 
the fertilizer business was capital intensive, apart from which prices were cont- 
rolled by the Government. The result was very low margins on capital investments. 
He said if the merger had gone through, the two companies would have in a better 
position to compete against imports, sometimes brought in at much lower prices 
that the local product. Asked whether the merger would not have led to the forma- 
tion of a monopoly, Mr Marlow said he doubted this as the price of local fertilizers 
couldn't be fixed by an individual company. [Text] [Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in 
English 16 Feb 82 p 19] 


SAAU REACTION---The SA Agricultural Union welcomed the announcement that Fedmis and 
Triomf had decided to discontinue the consolidation of their fertiliser interests, 
the president of the union, Mr Jaap Wilkens, said yesterday. Ina statement in 
Pretoria he said the proposed merger, "which could give rise to a monopolistic 
situation", would have had serious effects on the agricultural sector and there- 
fore had to be opposed. Sentrachem's decision not to erect another nitrogen 

plant could also hold serious implications for the agricultural sector in the long 
term, and the SAAU would make a submission to the Government in this respect "as 
soon as possible". "Factors which are of concern are the long-term prospects 
regarding the availability and price of imported nitrogen, the desirability of 
depending on imports to meet a large portion of South Africa's nitrogen require- 
ments, and the manner in which additional domestic needs will be met," Mr Wilkens 
said. At present the union was making far-reaching plans to protect the long- 
term interests of the South African agricultural producer. The union had also 
insisted that the Minister of Industries, Commerce and Tourism should "immediately 
make available" to the union the Pretorius Committee report on the price structure 
of the fertiliser industry. "This will enable the union to make the necessary 
decisions on this strategic matter if it has all the available information at its 
disposal," he said. [Text] [Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 17 Feb 82 p 13] 


VERSTER REFUSED APPEAL--The Appeal Court has refused Johann Freiderich Verster of 
Dundee leave to appeal against his conviction and sentences for participating in 
terrorist activities and conspiracy to murder. He was sentenced to eight years' 
imprisonment on each of the charges with the sentences to run concurrently. [Text] 
[Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 16 Feb 82 p 8] 
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VISITS TO BRAZIL PERMITTED--South Africans are to allowed to visit Brazil in their 
individual capacities to attend the world congress of the International Advertising 
Association in Sao Paolo next May. This was announced today by Mr Jack Sibert, 
vice-president of the South African Chapter of the IAA. He said the Brazilian 
Government had made this decision after representations by the Brazilian Consulate 
in Scuth Africa and other parties, and for no other reason. Mr Sibert said this 
was a hopeful sign for South Africa's relations with Brazil, a country that has 
previously denied South Africans visas tu attend seminars and conferences. The 
congress lasts from May 24 to 28. [Text] [Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 

17 Feb 82 p 11] 
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SWAZILAND 





INCREASING UNEMPLOYMENT PROBLEM REPORTED 
Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 18 Feb 82 p 11 


[Text] Soveriegn head of state, King Sobhuza II, said Swaziland faced a growing 
unemployment problem which was bound to reach crisis proportions unless steps 
were taken. 


King Sobhuza warned that the country faced a serious economic crisis which required 
urgent solutions, in a speech read on his behalf by the Minister for Education, 
Canon Sithetse Dlamini, at the official opening of the Fourth session of Parliament 
on Tuesday. 


The king outlined the plan of action which will pull the country through the 
recession. 


The role of the rural sector was to be increased to create jobs in these communities. 


Food production programmes were to be revitalised. These would not only create 
jobs, but also rechannel financial resources that are currently spent on food 
imports into more productive investment within Swaziland. 


King Sobhuza said Parliament would undertake "a thorough survey of existing prob- 
lems and make recommendations. 


"In an effort to maintain the momentum of national development the government will 
undertake several projects in the coming months aimed at improving the country's . 
transport facilities," said the King. 


In the mining sector, there would be intensive exploration of coal reserves, to 
establish their extent and value. 


There were socio-economic factors that hampered increased production of food. 
These included lack of meaningful progress in the resettlement of rural homesteads 
in order to “bring about more systematic utilisation of land resources." 


On the political scene, the king condemmed the attempted mercenary coup which was 


foiled in the Seychelles. This was the first official comment by Swaziland's 
head of state since the attempted coup last November. 
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"We learnt with a sense of extreme shock that a group of mercenaries masquerading 
as passengers had used our national airline as facilities for launching acts of 
aggression against the Seychelles, a sister African country. As a peaceloving 
Nation, we believe in good neighbourliness and respect for the sovereignty of 
other nations," said King Sobhuza. 
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UGANDA 


SITUATION OF ACHOLIS, VARIOUS POLITICAL GROUPS NOTED 


London AFRICA CONFIDENTIAL in English No 3, 3 Feb 82 p 7 
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including 
Oboma’s wife, say that he returned to Uganda having received 
assurances from the government he would be safc. 


of shooting troops in the Uganda National 
Liberation Army (UNLA) and and Itesot troops who are 
pro-Obote. It appears that the were without 


overpowered 

difficulty. Confident that further Acholi disturbance could 
dealt with quickly, Obote and Paulo Muwanga, the vice-presiden 
apparently Jecided to arrest Maj. Gen. Tite Okello (the 
commander-in-chief of UNLA) and Lt. Col. Basilio Olera 
(the Acholi of the 15th battalion). As it turned out 
they were reportedly only put under house arrest, guarded by 
Langi troops. However, we are was 
under house arrest for long, if at all. 


For several months now Obote has relied on the support of 
Itesot troops in UNLA. When relations between the Langi and the 
Acholi went on the boil last year (AC Vol 22 No 19), UNLA 
started a crash training course for Itesot recruits, hastily gathered 
from Ateso province in the east. It will be recalled that Obote’s 
Uganda People’s Congress took all the parliamentary seats in 
Ateso. There are also three Itesot cabinet ministers: Peter Otai. 
minister of state for defence, David Anyoti, minister of informa- 
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jon, and Stephen Ariko, attorney-general a:.a minister of justice. 
strands into 


: 
i 
é 
a 
y 4 
z 
a 
S 
8 
: 


military commanders have decided to seal of f West Nile and let the 
district remain under UNRF control — Ali’s forces are particularly 
well-placed for extending Libyan influence in the Central African 
Republic, southern Chad, southern Sudan and Zairee@ 
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RF FACES SPLIT IN RANKS 


Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 25 Feb 82 p 8 


(Text } SALISBURY. — The former Rhodesian Prime Min- 
ister, Mr Ian Smith, said yesterday that Zim- 
babwe’s Republican Front Party would meet next 
week to discuss a rift in its ranks which could 
lead to some Members of Parliament quitting the 

told reporters that bis party's caucus would 

t on Thursday following recent dissatisfac- 

by some Members of Parliament over party 


or two members have expressed the view that 
could perform better outside the party,” he 
e have those who lean a bit to the right 
t to the left.” 

that at least five, and perhaps 
2, RF MPs were considering either 


1 


it 


zune 
os 


i 
ci 


? 
a 
$e 


i] 
i 
fe 
i 
: 


35 


he 
i 
f 

: 
i 


if 
F 
: 


q + 
F 
i 


cso: 4700/814 


108 


ZIMBABWE 














ZIMBABWE 


PROTECTING OIL FLOW ASSURED 

Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 25 Feb 82 p 10 

[Text] Bulawayo--Mozambique had the military capability to ensure that the flow of 
oil through the pipeline from Beira to Zimbabwe was not interrupted by saboteurs, 
the Mozambican Minister of Information, Mr Jose Luis Cabaco, said in Bulawayo on 
Tuesday night. 


Mr Cabaco said, after a tour of Bulawayo's industries, no one could say there would 
be no acts of sabotage aimed at disrupting the flow of oil to Zimbabwe. 


"So, with this in mind, no one, I believe, can say the same will not be done in 
Mozambique. 


“What I can say is that we have the military capability to ensure that the flow of 
oil from Mozambique is maintained without interruption." 


Mr Cabaco said proof of this was that the Mozambique rail link with Zimbabwe con- 
tinued to work smoothly in the face of sporadic acts of sabotage by members of the 
so-called Mozambique resistance movement. 


The Minister said the MRM was not a political danger to the government of President 
Samora Machel “but merely a long arm of the racist regime in South Africa." 


On his visit to Zimbabwe, Mr Cabaco said a co-operation agreement between the two 
countries had been reviewed with the aim of consolidation. 
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BULAWAYO FARMER HELD IN PROBE OF VARKEVISSER DISAPPEARANCE 


Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 25 Feb 82 p 15 
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